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Inside this issue: 

As 2020 nears a close, there have 

been a lot of reasons for the 

opposite of Thanksgiving.  That is, 

condemnation, contempt, 

criticism, or whatever antonym 

you want to use.  We’ve definitely 

seen it around our community, 

state, nation, and world this year. 

But there are things for which to 

be thankful, grateful… dare I say 

hopeful? 

The pandemic this year has taken 

its toll on our spirit, our health, 

our psyche.  Most of us have tired 

of the concern we have had for 

our own health, the health of our 

families, and the health of our 

community.  As I reflect on the 

Safer at Home order, mask 

mandates, capacity limits, and 

other requirements put upon us, I 

recognize things could be much 

worse.   

We have a tremendous medical 

care system.  Innovation has 

allowed companies to develop 

vaccines in record time.  We have 

found ways to connect and do 

business that doesn’t require us to 

be in person.  Many have 

rekindled relationships and 

intentionally put down electronics 

more often.  We’ve seen 

community members go the extra 

mile in numerous ways to protect 

the health of others.  We’ve seen 

community members go the 

extra mile to lift the spirits of 

others and support their basic 

needs through donations and 

service.   

While we have definitely seen 

some of the worst of humanity 

this year, we have also seen 

some of the best of humanity. 

Our profession has had an 

opportunity to show our 

commitment to service to the 

citizens of our community. 

Even under extreme criticism 

and scrutiny, we have seen law 

enforcement professionals and 

departments work even harder 

to build trust.  To serve in a 

way that inspires confidence. 

Skeptics have tested (and will 

continue to test) our mettle. 

And we have continued to give 

our best to help people in their 

worst moments.  We have 



Page 2 The Informer November,  2020  

“If a fellow isn’t thankful for what he’s got, he isn’t likely to be thankful for what he’s 

going to get.” Frank A Clark 

“Gratitude turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into acceptance, 

chaos into order, confusion into clarity… it makes sense of our past, brings peace for 

today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.” Melody Beatties 

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to 

utter words, but to live by them.” John F Kennedy 

“The whole idea of compassion is based on a keen awareness of the interdependence of all 

these living beings, which are all part of one another, and all involved in one 

another.”  Thomas Merton 

challenged ourselves, our beliefs, our practices, and our policies.  We are better for that 

challenge.   

It is hard to say what 2021 will bring.  I hope it will bring “normalcy” that we have not 

experienced this year.  The continuation of the pandemic, online education and work, pursuit 

of social justice, and a transition to a new President and Congress may challenge us 

personally and professionally in the new year.  But we are here and we are ready for it.  

Together we will embrace the challenge, demonstrate resilience and come out stronger as a 

result of facing these difficulties.   

Even with all of the things happening in our lives and in our world, there are many things to 

be grateful for this Thanksgiving.  Mostly, I’m thankful to work at Wausau PD because the 

people here in our building have tremendous hearts, minds and souls.  You are excellent 

individuals with a call to make our little piece of the world better.  And you deliver on that 

call every day.  Thank you for your hearts.  Thank you for your efforts.  Thank you for your 

commitment.   

Thank you, 

Chief Ben Bliven 



It’s Turkey Time! 
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Shop With A Cop 2020 

Shop with a Cop 2020 looked a little 
different this year as Marathon County 
Sheriff, Everest Metro Police, EMPD Blue 
Hearts, and Wausau Police Department 
teamed up again to help needy families in 
our area.  The agencies held a dollar war 
challenge and the Wausau Police Benefit 
Association upped the ante with a 
significant donation.  Thanks to all your 
dollars, Wausau PD was the winner of the 
challenge and received an autographed 
Green Bay Packer football and treats.   

Participants for the program were 
selected by local social workers.  They 
then met on a Saturday where they were 
paired up with their cop “Santas,” (in 
COVID friendly ways,) who helped the 
kids pick out gifts for their entire family. 
Food items were also donated to each of 
the families.  Happy Holidays! 

Another of our favorite holiday 
traditions is a donation of turkeys to 
The Neighbor’s Place.  The Wausau 
Police Benefit Association has been 
striving to help less fortunate 
families during the holidays for over 
20 years.  

A special thank you to Lamb’s Fresh 
Market for the price consideration on 
the turkeys, allowing us to donate 
even more!  Officers picked up the 
turkeys and delivered them to The 
Neighbor’s Place on November 17th, 
just in time for the holiday boxes. 



Wausau PD You Tube Channel 
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Emergency Police In Action 

Wausau held its first drive thru voting event in October.  As with all polling places, 

many volunteers are needed to make things run smoothly.  When you do it as a drive 

thru, you need even more volunteers to direct traffic and keep things rolling. 

Thankfully, the Wausau Emergency Police filled this need, helping with traffic control. 

The Wausau Emergency Police are always willing to lend a hand when we need it. 

Having a hard time finding something interesting to watch on TV?  Try the Wausau Police 

Department YouTube channel (link.)  There is plenty to find… videos about some of the 

articles in this newsletter, Three Minute Ride-Alongs to get to know some of our officers, 

videos on how we do things, and more.  Learn about some of our units and teams and 

how they are different from regular patrol officers, or see some of our officers in action. 

Have an idea for something you’d like to see? Let us know! You can send us an email 

through this link. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVd2izjerpv9bHsNfK7HewA
https://wausaupd.policetocitizen.com/ContactUs


Pajama Day 
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Sugar & Love 

Thanks to the awesome folks at 

Trinity Lutheran Church & School - 

Wausau who dropped by the PD 

with some delicious Dunkin’ Donuts 

for our staff.  The donuts came with 

a sign which read “May God Bless 

You Through Your Service To 

Others… Matthew 5:15.” 

The Wausau Police 

Department was one of the 

drop off points for a local 

pajama drive.  The pajamas 

were matched with students 

at local schools in December, 

just in time for kids to join in 

on pajama day at school! 
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Treats! 

A very special thank you to 

Ghidorzi Companies and Hilton 

Garden Inn Wausau who brought 

an awesome meal for our officers 

who were working on 

Thanksgiving! 

Cookies! 

A big THANK YOU to The 

Samuels Group for 

stopping by and 

expressing their support 

and thanks with some 

delicious cookies! 


