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Inside this issue: 

It’s been a busier summer than I 
can remember in quite a long 
time.  We know that our busiest 
time at the police department will 
be our summer months.  There is 
never a lack of calls for service, 
festivals, 5k running events, 
weddings/receptions, over-
consumption of alcohol, drug use 
and abuse, etc.   
As I’ve reflected on the already 
very busy summer, I feel the need 
to express my appreciation for all 
you do day in and day out for our 
community.  I sent the following 
email to our city council and police 
and fire commission a couple of 
weeks ago: 
I just wanted to let you know 
about the great work our staff at 
the PD has done over the last 
couple of weeks.  As you have 
undoubtedly heard, there have 
been a variety of significant 
crimes that have occurred.  Our 
staff has responded tremendously 
and I wanted to share with you 
their great work. 
Homicide of Troy Wilcox – this 
occurred in the second week of 
June.  Officers and detectives 
identified, interviewed, and 
arrested the suspect the same day 
of the incident.   
Stabbing at Rocket Apartments 
(old Marjon Motel) – officers and 
detectives responded, 
investigated, utilized social media 
to help locate the suspect.  He 
was apprehended. 

Baseball bat beating of 15 year 
old – a couple hours after the 
stabbing at the Rocket 
Apartments came in, officers 
responded to this incident.  Due 
to both of these incidents 
occurring within such a short 
time frame, detectives worked 
through the night on both 
incidents.  The Detective Bureau 
is still working many hours daily 
on this case and continue to 
make progress toward an 
arrest.  The 15 year old was 
initially expected to have dire 
health impacts due to the 
incident, but is now awake and 
talking. 

Drive by shooting – this incident 
is connected to the baseball bat 
beating.  Officers and detectives 
are actively working this case to 
identify those who participated 
in the shooting.  Solid leads are 
being followed up and the case 
is progressing well.  Some 
arrests have already been made 
or are in the works. 
Suicide from Jefferson St ramp 
– a 16 year old jumped to his 
death from the Jefferson St 
ramp. Officers and detectives 
(and chaplains) worked to 
investigate and clear the scene 
prior to the morning 
commute. Great care was taken 
to provide comfort to the family 
and witnesses of this incident.  

During much of the month of 
June, federal, state and local 



 

Page 2 The Informer Ju ly,  2019 

 

law enforcement have been working a major drug investigation.  Over the next few months, 
you will hear of the outstanding culmination of these efforts.  This investigation has taken an 
immense commitment from our CRO and SIU staff (and many other law enforcement part-
ners).  This isn’t for public release at this time. 

 I have had the privilege to watch our staff closely while they have poured their time and tal-
ents into these investigations.  Many gave up planned vacations over the 4th of July holiday to 
work these cases.  Many have been impacted by the trauma they’ve experienced while re-
sponding to and investigating these cases. There is still a lot of work to be done on most of 
these cases.  They are far from complete.  In addition, the general call volume has been very 
high over the last couple of weeks.  Of course, we are still 3 officers short and have 3 more in 
training further taxing our staffing levels.  It has been difficult for officers to keep up and there 
have been many overtime hours incurred (and many family events missed). Our CRO unit has 
been very helpful to provide assistance to many of these investigations in addition to complet-
ing their normal work.   

I am not asking for anything with this email, but I felt moved to let each of you know about 
the great work and dedication our staff has displayed over the past couple of weeks.  While I 
had no direct hand in investigating these cases, I was able to see the commitment and talent 
that is exuded by our officers, detectives and supervisors.  I am filled with pride to be associ-
ated with them. 

Please know you’re appreciated and the work you do is impactful in our community.  I am 
grateful for the commitment and sacrifice you display daily.  I’m also thankful for your families 
for the support and sacrifice they make for our community as well. 

 
“A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.” 
Jackie Robinson 
 
 
“Alone we can do so little; together, we can do so much.” 
Helen Keller 
 
“The safety of the people shall be the highest law.” 
Marcus Tullius Cicero 
 

 “The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions 
of its members.” 
Coretta Scott King 
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Welcome CSO’s 

Here are our 2019 Community Service Officers 

CSO Scott Dauel 3586 CSO Mason Dallman 3565 CSO Gunner Schultz 3564 CSO Ryan Lynch 3593 

CSO Toulee Yang 3566 CSO Andrew Bailey 3597 CSO Jacob Haugstad 3540 CSO Hunter Stark 3541 

CSO Natalie Simkovic 3544 CSO Benjamin Obremski 3543 CSO Cong Lor 3542 



Birth Announcement  
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Honor Guard at Officer Hetland’s Funeral, Racine WI 

 

Wausau PD Honor Guard members Det. Anthony Reince and Officer Kyle 
Buchkoski traveled to southeast Wisconsin to attend the funeral for Racine PD 
Officer John Hetland. Officer Hetland was killed by an armed assailant as he 
intervened during a robbery while off-duty. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Officer Hetland’s family and the Racine Police Department during this difficult 
time. 

Congratulations Officer Koua 
Thao on the newest family 
member!   

Baby Grayson Thao born on 
June 27. 

Both mom and baby are 
doing well. 
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Save the Date 



Kwik Trip Ribbon Cutting & Donation 
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Save the Date 

Officers Mark Jaeger and 
Shawn Fritsch attended the 
Kwik Trip ribbon cutting at 
the new Wausau Store.   

At the ribbon cutting, Jackie 
Reinl, Marking Promotions 
Assistant, presented a 
donation for the Canine Fund.   

Thank you for the generous 
donation! 

 

Friday, August 16, 2019 

 

 

Save the date!  
Don’t forget to 
support the Special 
Olympics on Friday, 
August 16, 2019 



When Officer Kevin Cornell started with the 
Wausau Police Department in September of 
1993 operations were in the basement of the 
Wausau City Hall. "We used typewriters for our 
reports and forms that had carbon paper for 
our crash reports," he says laughing. Since 
then, the Police Department moved into its 
current building on Grand Avenue and caught 
up with technology, using computers and 
advanced reporting systems, a far cry from 
over 25 years ago.  
 
In his time at the department, Cornell worked 
in the Crime Prevention Unit and taught 
DARE. "I helped our first K-9 team by being 
their decoy, which was always interesting," he 
says. "I was also assigned to bike patrol 
and worked afternoon, night and day shifts for 
patrol." 
 
Fast forward to the present and 26 years later, 
he's currently the School Resource Officer for 
John Muir Middle School as well as all of the 
west side grade schools (GD Jones, Grant, 
Lincoln, Maine, Rib Mountain, South Mountain, 
Stettin, and Thomas Jefferson schools). "Of all, 
this has been my favorite assignment. I’m 
fortunate to work with outstanding 
administrators, social workers, counselors, 
teachers, and staff at each of these schools," 
he says. "I enjoy working with and teaching 
students and I look to help students and their 
families in crisis and along with other agencies 
do what we can to help them." 
 
In his free time, Cornell likes to race 5km running events, half marathons, and marathons. 
"I've completed an ultramarathon as well as some triathlons." Those triathlons include two 
grueling IRONMAN Wisconsin events with a third done as a relay for myTEAM 
TRIUMPH. "Patrick Vanderwerf was the swimmer and Dave Lyon was the biker and I was the 
runner for our Captain, Darrin Albrecht," he says.  "Recently, I was asked to be the biker for 
myTEAM TRIUMPH in a sprint triathlon in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He reflects: "I don’t think 
I’d do another IRONMAN for myself," he says. "I enjoy now doing it to help someone else 
make that goal happen for them." 
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Officer Kevin Cornell 

 


