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WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD! 
October, 2018 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Our next meeting is Monday, October 1, 2018 
Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM 
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Agenda 
This month’s speaker will discuss home security/safety. 
 

Dates to Remember 
October 1: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting 
October 6: Harvest Fest; 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; 400 Block 
October 31: Happy Halloween; Trick or Treat hours:  4:00 – 7:00 PM 
  Leaf Pickup; Townline Rd north to McIntosh St 
November 1: Leaf Pickup; McIntosh St north to Jefferson St. 

 
Minutes from the September 10, 2018 Meeting 

Officer Sarah D’Acquisto, went over the Briefing Sheet with the group. 
 She reminded us to watch for children on bicycles and on foot as well as other pedestrians. 
 The speed limit in school zones is 15 miles per hour when children are present and/or during 

specific time periods during the school day. 
 Raids On Line is currently down so CrimeReports.com was used for collecting the Briefing 

Sheet data.  CrimeReports.com will continue to be used until Raids On Line is fixed. 
 
Officer D’Acquisto spoke to us about sex trafficking. 
 She explained the difference between human trafficking and sex trafficking (prostitution is a 

sub-set of sex trafficking). 
 There are many misconceptions regarding human trafficking. 
 Human trafficking occurs in communities of all sizes—the size of Wausau as well as larger 

and/or smaller.  
 There are 2 kinds of pimps:  gorilla (guerrilla) and Romeo/boyfriend.  Gorilla pimps are violent 

while Romeo pimps manipulate their victims. 
 Romeo pimps start out by being very attentive, buying gifts, etc. and continues by developing 

a relationship with the victim over a period of time.  Romeos are often sympathetic towards 
the victim (at least initially) and often offer their victims something they aren’t getting 
elsewhere.  Victims are often found through social media; younger people often don’t have 
appropriate filters and post complaints about their life on social media where many more 
people can see them.  The Romeo seeks out those unhappy young women.  The manipulation 
continues and the Romeo may become more controlling and may introduce the victim to 
drugs to keep them in their new life.   The victim may become hooked on drugs continue in 
the human trafficking life to pay for the drugs.  Girls may be branded so other pimps know 
the girl is in their “stable”. 

 Hotels on main highways (such as US 51/I-39 and US 29) are often used for solicitation.  The 
myth is that single women who travel alone on these roads will be kidnapped and used in 
human trafficking.  The fact is that only 3% of trafficking victims have been kidnapped.  
Solicitation and human trafficking now often occur on-line or through apps. 



 One in three runaways who are sex trafficking victims are approached by a pimp shortly after 
they leave home.  Victims can also be recruited in strip clubs or on-line and are usually 11-15 
when recruited.   

 Trafficking can occur across a street or across state lines (it then becomes a federal offense). 
 Victims can be either female or male and don’t have a strong self-identity; males are much 

more difficult to identify as being a victim.  
 Wausau has an ordinance with a fine for both prostitute and Johns (a $2,500 ticket).  

Prostitutes can receive a second ticket for providing an “escort” service without a license; an 
“escort” accompanies someone for a fee (i.e., attending a function); a “prostitute” may also 
attend a function but the payment includes sex. It is an automatic felony if the victim is under 
the age of 17. 

 Most “Johns” are married, have children, good jobs and are upstanding members of the 
community.  They don’t see anything wrong with what they are doing and often believe it is a 
“victimless” crime, or that it is “sex is between 2 consenting adults”, etc.  Johns often are not 
arrested--they just pay the ticket so their families, co-workers or the community don’t find 
out.   

 It can be difficult for victims to leave the trafficking lifestyle.  Although Wausau has limited 
resources to assist victims in getting out of the lifestyle, there are some advocates available. 

 There are several things parents can do to reduce the risk of their child becoming a victim 
including:  monitoring social media; talking with them about “friends” they don’t know 
(remind them to be selective in who they “talk” with; it may not be a “real person”); turning 
the location feature off on their cell phones; and being aware of what pictures they post on-
line (it can be viewed by anyone, depending on when/where they post it). 

 When asked if there is more trafficking than in the past, Officer D’Acquisto replied that she 
thinks we are more educated regarding the amount of trafficking rather than an actual 
increase in it.  It is, however, it is more extensive than we were previously aware of. 

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 1, 2018 

 
From My Desk to Yours . . . Anne Heidemann, President, Longfellow Neighborhood 

First, a huge thank you to Officer Sarah D’Acquisto for her amazing presentation on sex 
trafficking.  It was riveting to say the least.  Thanks Sarah!  Now, at our October meeting, we will 
have a Wausau Police Department officer speak to us about how best to protect your home from 
intruders.  See you October 1st.  
 

Michael Martens, District 2 Alderman 
The growing season may be quickly shutting down in October, but there are still plenty of warm 
days and chilly nights in this ‘magical’ month.  Leaf collection will happen towards the end of the 
month--watch the city newsletter for the exact dates.  Please remember to not rake leaves into the 
street until your collection day is near, as the debris can clog our storm sewers. 
 

Neighborhood/Community Businesses 
Affordable Auto    830 Plumer Street          715-574-0753 
Bull Falls Brewery    901 East Thomas          715-842-2337 
Cveykus Law Office    301 Grand Avenue          715-842-5205 
Forward Electronics   115 Prospect Avenue         715-845-4355 
JAS Construction    josh@jasbuilds.com          715-432-5732 
John Jokela Law Firm   207 Grand Avenue          715-845-9000 
M & S, The Siding Specialists  818 Henrietta Street         715-842-7965 
Meverden Chiropractic   215 Grand Avenue          715-848-4088 
Olson Tire and Auto   601 Forest Street          715-845-8473 
River Valley State Bank   101 Grand Avenue          715-845-0900 
Schmidt & Schmidt    123 Grand Avenue          715-845-9621 
Subway     601 Forest Street          715-848-1930 
The Nathan House    921 Grand Avenue          715-845-4922 
The Hair Designers    607 Prospect Avenue         715-845-2666 
Townline Market    916 Townline Road          715-842-5201 
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NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS 

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT:          
ANNE HEIDEMANN              715-845-4148 

NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON:    
MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@ci.wausau.wi.us)        715-845-4218 

SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR:               
JOY FOYE               715-842-9197 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
NON-EMERGENCIES                     715-261-7800 

NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISON: 
OFFICER JACOB CHITTUM            715-261-7973 

NEIGHBORHOOD BRIEFING SHEET (COMMUNITY RESOURCE OFFICERS): 
OFFICER NATE STETZER (Nathaniel.Stetzer@ci.wausau.wi.us)       715-261-7970 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER: 
ASHLEE BISHOP              715-261-7842       

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:               
 TAMMY STRATZ                    715-261-6682 

INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT:          
BILL HEBERT  and TRAVIS LEPINSKI         715-261-6780 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 
uncut grass/unshoveled sidewalks             715-261-6740 

STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE: 
missed by snow plows             715-261-6960 

FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE:           
DAVE DESANTIS             715-261-7904 
JEREMY KOPP             715-261-7906  
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