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Wausau announces 54" Live It Up loan to local employees

The City of Wausau is proud to announce the closing of over 50 Live It Up Wausau
homesteading loans to local employees. To date, the partnership which started in 2016 as
collaboration between the City, Chamber, Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development
Authority and local businesses has assisted 54 employees to buy a home in the City of Wausau
by providing a 0% interest down payment assistance loan. Over 50 local businesses and
organizations have contributed to the loan pool in partnering with the City to provide the loans.
Interested employees of partnering business can apply for the homesteading loan at the
website www.liveitupwausau.com

“Our workforce is one of the Wausau region’s greatest assets, the City is proud to support this
effort for employees that work for businesses not only in the City but across our region,” said
Robert Mielke, Mayor of Wausau. The partnership has proven valuable to both small and large
businesses and across diverse sectors alike, having assisted employees at large firms like
Greenheck, Linetec, River Valley Bank, Wausau Coated and Church Mutual. The smaller
businesses in the area consisted of Olson Tire, Goal Line Golf and Hockey, and Treu’s Tic Toc.
“Many communities are looking for ways to attract talent and making home ownership more
affordable is one of the most tangible ways a region can directly help attract and retain
workforce,” noted Christian Schock, Director of Planning, Community and Economic
Development for the City.

Live It Up has also been noted as a model for other communities looking to improve the link
between economic and community development. The partnership was a finalist for the
statewide annual awards of the Wisconsin Economic Development Association last year, has
been highlighted in presentations in Green Bay and Eau Claire, and was the model for a similar
program started in Menomonee last year.

To learn more about Live It Up and the City’s successful down-payment assistance programs,
visit our website at www.liveitupwausau.com. Tax deductible donations to support these loans
for local employees can be made payable to the Community Foundation of North Central
Wisconsin online at: www.cfoncw.org or by mail to: CFONCW attn: Live It Up Fund, 500 1st
Street, Suite 2600, Wausau, WI 54403.
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