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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Date and Time:  Wednesday, February 20th, 2019 at 5:15 p.m., Council Chambers 
 

  Economic Development Members Present: Tom Neal, Lisa Rasmussen, Gary Gisselman, Pat Peckham and Michael    

Martens 

Others Present: Christian Schock, Mayor Robert Mielke, Anne Jacobson and Terra Plaisance  

Other Council Members Present:  

 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in the proper 

manner.  

 

The Economic Development Committee meeting was called to order by Neal at 5:15 pm. 

 

Approval of the Minutes from 01/03/2019. 

 

Changes were made prior to meeting from Rasmussen and Peckham’s email suggestion of revisions. Revisions were sent out 

to committee prior to meeting. 

 

Motion by Peckham, second by Martens to approve minutes with above changes made. Motion passed 4-0 (Rasmussen was 

not at meeting yet.) 

 

Discussion and Possible Action on the Proposals Received for Economic Development Marketing. 

Neal asked Schock to briefly summarize what the committee should be looking for out of these proposals as they go into 

closed session to collaborate. Schock replied that the City is looking for proactive marketing with a unique approach. The 

engagement is important but at a competitive cost. Schock expressed that we aren’t looking for the typical brochure 

advertising, we need more relevant and creative styles with an interactive approach. Neal agrees and reminds the committee 

to think about how our message is getting out and engaging with all people. 

 

CLOSED SESSION pursuant to 19.85(1)( e) of the Wisconsin Statutes for deliberating or 

negotiating the purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 

specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session: 
 

 Discussion and Possible Action on the Proposals Received for Economic Development Marketing. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE – Neal, Rasmussen, Gisselman, Peckham and Martens. 

Others Present: Schock, Plaisance, Jacobson and Mielke. 

 

Motion made by Peckham, second by Rasmussen to go into a closed session. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Motion made by Peckham, second by Martens to go back into Open Session. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION, if necessary 

 
Open Session Action on Closed Session item(s): 

Rasmussen believes in the dynamic approach that Aplomb PR has and is happy with the current results. The committee 

would like to see a deeper dive into the video production, social media advertising and outreach. She also believes that by 

accepting the current marketing company’s proposal there will be less training and rebranding. Marten agrees and believes 

2018’s marketing plan was on a great track and now we can move further and deeper. Neal also believes that the 2018 

marketing has shown great results and would like to evolve and enhance in 2019 with our limited budget. 

 

Motion by Rasmussen, second by Martens to approve Aplomb PR’s marketing proposal for 2019. They encourage staff to 

discuss specific areas in which they believe are the most measurable and effective. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Discussion and Possible Action on the Potential Towers Area Plan and Market Study Request for Proposals (RFP). 

Schock explains that this is a new topic and there are resources budgeted for parking improvements on the Catholic block. 

Second Street is being redone which will include perpendicular parking and a green space. Staff has been discussing all of 

the changes including the surrounding areas, such as; the Graebel building, YMCA/Aspirus and 120 Scott Street. The market 

study will define these areas, as we are calling them the Towers area, but will not include the mall or 400 block downtown 

area. This is a simple market analysis, not extensive, but staff is interested to see what could come out of it and what the 

parking demand would look like whether it be ramp or street parking. This study will educate the City in multiple areas and 

but is very limited in scope. Rasmussen mentioned that in past meetings this discussion started with the Dudley Tower and 
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future skywalk. She asked if this would include those related buildings and infrastructures. Schock replied, yes and 

Rasmussen thinks it is great to look at the whole vision and dynamics of that area. Neal believes that this study is a great 

future marketing tool and Peckham described that this information also went through Plan Commission, in which they gave 

their endorsement with the thought of sensitivity to future growth on other neighboring lots. Schock explained the timeline of 

the RFP being due at the end of March and the committee getting updates at the April and May ED meetings. 

 

Motion made by Rasmussen, second by Peckham to have staff move forward with the marketing study RFP. Motion passed  

5-0. 

 

Update on Current Projects. 

 415 South 1st Avenue (Westside Battery) – Schock explained the continued discussion with the owners and 

reassured that at the April ED meeting staff would be bringing a revised purchase agreement including 2018 taxes, 

due in 2019, and then they would hopefully be closing soon after that. Due to SBA backlog the process was slowed 

with Abby Bank and their financing. 

 411 Washington Street (Sears) – Staff is working on a few different proposals and possibly at the next ED meeting 

in March the committee would have something to review. 

 Parkway 52 Design Services RFP – The RFP’s were reviewed by internal staff and the Board of Public Works 

selected Ayres Associates. As of right now this is just the design plan and vision to what would be installed in the 

parkway. ED and CISM will be involved in these decisions and then the plan will go to bid. 

 Update on Riverlife Villages – At Plan Commission, a revised vision plan was presented and approved. There will 

be a slight expansion of the residential components, approximately 30 units with more appropriate parking and 

possible commercial building changes. They are looking at 50,000 square feet with 3 stories and usage ideas, such 

as; hospitality, restaurants, office space and retail. Elevations need to be finalized and brought back. There is no 

signed development agreement at this time, as staff is waiting on the finalized plans. They want to ensure that the 

developer is ready to go and their financing is in place but are happy with the progress. Rasmussen asked if Gorman 

is at the same price point for rent as the original plans and Schock replied that they are targeting more on one 

bedroom units than two bedroom but the prices will stay the same. Rasmussen also questioned if there was any 

dramatic conceptual change to the aesthetics and/or materials used and Schock said they were keeping the same 

general look and this will be detailed out in the final elevations. 

 

Discussion and Possible Action on the Mural Proposal Received for the Property at 1300 River Drive (WOW). 

Tara Draeger, 371 N. 128th Avenue, David Hummer, 115 W. Campus Drive and Jessica Kopecky, 1129 S. 4th Avenue all 

attended the meeting to speak about their Rise Up project working with EEA, Alternative Schooling, kids out of Wausau 

East High School. Draeger and Hummer are board members and Kopecky is one of the instructors. They explained that these 

classes and projects are designed to hear what their voice and the kids have been very resilient. In their art ideas and visions 

the kids have shown personal feelings, geographic location of WOW, bright colors and inspiration from other art projects. 

This is the first projection of telling their story and working through the concept, and it is very open to discussion.  

 

Schock explained that both committees will review their next proposed piece in March and then will go to a final draft 

design approval. Neal wondered if the Rise Up group has been talking to the WOW proprietors and if they are interested in 

putting murals on all sides of the building. Rasmussen asked how the murals would be fixed to the building.  Draeger 

explained that the murals are painted on a parachute cloth (same material used in Philadelphia with their wide-spread 

community murals in which they actually went to visit). They would hold community paint days where schools and other 

community members could come out and paint. Rasmussen loves the concept but wants to see more branding of the facility 

and wants the murals to show our goals for the Riverfront. There are many unique events and attractions in Wausau, such as; 

balloon rally, lumberjack history, etc. and she would like to see some of that incorporated more into the murals. She thinks 

Rise Up has a great idea but wants to see a larger scale public art community mural. She encourages them to implement these 

elements and thinks that they can certainly use their personalized artwork inside WOW. Neal also believes the idea is a little 

too individualized but is very pleased to see the concept and thinks it is has a breathtaking scope. He thinks the running 

activity, the mirrored pathway and the flowers are a natural connection but believes there should be some more local 

branding. He is also concerned about the back end of the building and believes there should be applied artwork around the 

entire exterior. Hummer told the committee that Bill Greenwood has expressed interest in all exterior walls being covered 

with murals and that the thought of including a river element on the river side will be included in the finalized drawing. He 

explained that the Rise Up group was currently working on a large mural for the Frontier building, south facing 400 block 

wall that will also include some of Wausau’s elements. He wants to make sure the focus is not too narrow on what Wausau 

was, but what Wausau can be. He doesn’t think that you necessarily need the history of Wausau, but thinks entertaining the 

ideas of contemporary and stylistic art is the perfect combination. Neal explained that this committee went through the 

branding of Riverlife and they certainly are looking forward and more dynamically. He wants the mural to showcase a 

variety of people in the community, lifestyles and families. He likes the creativity of the branding and would like to see some 

tweaks to include more overall brand and audience. Hummer thinks these are all great ideas and appreciates the feedback. He 

reminds the committee that there are multiple walls to use. He believes through his local work and the Rise Up work they 

have expanded the city’s vision and looks forward to the future visions. Draeger believes Rise Up is bridging the gap 
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between these different lifestyles and creates a social connection. She thinks the feedback the committee has given so far is 

great and loves this experience where everyone can work together. Rasmussen expresses her happiness that Hummer is 

involved because of his new innovative and unique vision and is excited about the great start and opportunities for more 

local art. Martens thinks this drawing is dynamic, linear and stylistic imagery. He is worried about contemporary art looking 

dated in a short time and has seen other towns murals with detailed history, where he wants to see more anonymous artwork 

that the viewer can object themselves into and is looking forward to seeing more but likes the initial direction. Peckham 

asked what the lifespan on the mural is. Draeger replied that the company in Philadelphia that they will be using has an 

expected lifespan of 84 years. There is no fading and the parachute fabric is painted, installed in five foot sections and then 

clear coated. Peckham then asked what would happen if the scenery wanted or needed to be changed. Draeger explained that 

the Rise Up group would be in charge of all maintenance and new murals. Neal is not concerned about the image wearing 

well overtime and Hummer agrees, as he said this artwork almost becomes a landmark and Martens does think classical style 

versus pop culture style is the way to go. Hummer says there will always be new ideas, since there will be new groups of 

kids filtering through the program. Rasmussen loves the color scheme, as it reminds her of a past video game vibe and thinks 

it captures the technological field, but in a brand new way. Gisselman finishes up with the fact that Wausau needs public art 

and he thinks the concept is great and looks forward to the finalized design. 

 

Special Instructions or Directives to Staff: 

None 

 

 

Motion by Peckham, second by Martens to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Adjournment Time: 6:37 p.m. 


