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Minutes of January 4, 2022 
 
A meeting of the Wausau Water Works Commission was called to order at 1:30 p.m. in City Hall 
on Tuesday, January 4th, 2022. In compliance with Wisconsin Statutes, this meeting was posted 
and receipted for by the Wausau Daily Herald on December 29, 2021. 
 
Members Present: President Rosenberg, Commissioners Herbst, Gehin, Force, Via WebEx: Robinson 
Others Present: Eric Lindman, Scott Boers, Ben Brooks, Valerie Swanborg, Ryan Dwelly, Stephen 
Opatik/ Becher-Hoppe  
 

1) Approve Minutes of December 7th, 2021 Meeting. 
Herbst moved to approve the minutes of the December 7th, 2021 meeting. Seconded by 

Gehin. 
Force and Robinson commented on housekeeping items that have now been revised. 
Gehin questioned if we received any quotes from agenda item four for the pipe fittings. 
Lindman replied we have not received any quotes yet. 
Motion carried 4-0.   
    

2) Director’s Report on Utility Operations. 
Lindman asked if there were any questions on the specific items.   
Robinson questioned vacancies to see if there were more nontraditional approaches that 

could be taken to improve number of applicants whether it be internships or training 
opportunities provided. 

Lindman replied they are looking into internships and other options department wide. 
Rosenberg stated that upon speaking with the Mayor of Madison, apprenticeships have 

been working well. 
Herbst questioned if there was any way we could offer a better wage as the City of 

Oconomowoc (smaller than Wausau) is able to start their salary range for the same position we 
have at a greater amount. 

Lindman replied that we have a salary scale and there would be issues because we have no 
mechanisms to bring up current employees who have been with the City a couple of years and 
hiring new employees at higher rates with same or lesser skills.  

Force questioned the qualifications of applicants. 
Lindman replied that only HR sees all applicants and HR determines who is minimally 

qualified with no involvement from department staff or experts.  HR only forwards applicants 
they deem qualified.  The CDL (Commercial Driver’s License) required can be reworded to be 
obtained within 9, 10, or 12 months within the date of hire. We don’t have anyone in house to 
train for CDLs but we may contract with NTC (Northcentral Technical College) or find other 
private entities. 

Director’s Report placed on file. 
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3) Discussion and Possible Action on Project Priority Updates for the Water and 

Wastewater Budgets.  
Lindman asked if there were any questions concerning the updates of both budgets for the 

Water and Wastewater that were adjusted and included the highlighted project. He wanted to 
bring this to the Commission for approval.  

Force questioned if Lindman knew if there would be any future borrowing interest rates. 
Lindman replied he can ask the Finance Department but doesn’t know. 
Gehin questioned if the cost was driven by the size like with the 14” pipe proposed. 
Boers replied that the cost can go up or down by going to a 12” pipe or an 18” pipe. 
Lindman stated the piping on Bugbee and Campus Drive would be an 18” pipe that was 

recommended when the hydraulic analysis took place. 
No further comments. 
Gehin motioned to approve budgets proposed for both the Water and Wastewater. 

Seconded by Herbst. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

          
4) Discussion and Possible Action on Approval of Another 2-year Contract with Hydro 

Corp. 
Lindman stated Hydro Corp was a cross connection consultant. 
Gehin questioned if the total $94,464 was for one year of both years and follow up 

inspections. 
Boers replied it was the total cost for 2-year contract. He clarified that it would include 615 

non-residential inspections with a total up to 756 leaving a leeway for 141 re-inspections if it’s 
needed.  

Robinson questioned if there were any comparisons and if time/material/prices were 
compared because it seemed high. 

Boers replied that Wausau has way more volume and there is no other comparison but 
when you compare time/material/administrative costs, Hydro Corp can do this for less than if 
we were to do it inhouse and this breaks it down to $153.60 per inspection. 

Gehin moved to approve the 2-year contract with Hydro Corp.  Seconded by Force. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

 
5) Discussion Between Staff of the Growing Concerns Related to PFAS (Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances) in Drinking Water with WDNR.   
Boers stated this is being considered since Rib Mountain had a well test positive for 

significant PFAS. DNR (Department of Natural Resources) requested PFAS samples. We 
sampled our raw water back in 2019 and the results at the time were compared to the 70 ppt 
(Parts Per Trillion) EPA health advisory but there are no actual set standards. Our preliminary 
results indicated we did have some but there were questions on whether the samples were 
contaminated. Combined total PFOS/PFAS between 23-28 ppt with some found in each well. 

Robinson added that the EPA’s (Environmental Protection Agency) health advisory is 70 
ppt. PFAS/PFOS in drinking water can affect a person’s overall health. Taking samples is a 
good idea. 

Boers replied we anticipate the new water plant to be up and running in about 9 months but 
we are heading into unmarked territory and need to start strategically planning. We’ve spoken 
with labs that run our tests for us who’s confirmed that we can do the samplings ourselves for 
the PFAS. If we do sample the water, we should get a result back to the Commission around 
March but will have to keep in mind there are no set standards. 
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Robinson stated there would be 3 set standards but EPA’s developing rules with 70 ppt per 
health advisories but nothing is set yet.  

Discussion only- No action needed. 
 

6) Discussion and Possible Action on a Sole Source for Purchase of Magnesium Hydroxide 
Chemical for the Wastewater Treatment Facility. 

Lindman stated this is a new chemical for the Wastewater Treatment Facility that helps 
with the alkalinity adjustment and the PH level. Midwest Chemical was the lowest quote. We 
are proposing to go with Midwest Chemical for 3 months interim and will look at preparing 
bids for the remaining year. 

Force moved to approve this sole source purchase of Magnesium Hydroxide. Seconded by 
Gehin. 

Motion carried 4-0. 
  

7) Adjourn. 
There being no further business to discuss, motion to adjourn by Herbst, seconded by 

Gehin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Link to view meeting in its entirety: https://tinyurl.com/wausaucitycouncil 

Gina Vang, Recording Secretary 
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