
PLAN COMMISSION 

  

 

Time and Date:  The Plan Commission met on Tuesday, September 18, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers of Wausau City Hall.   

 

Members Present: Mayor Robert Mielke, Eric Lindman, Ron Zahrt, Andrew Brueggeman, Bruce 

Bohlken, Gary Gisselman 

 

Others Present:  Brad Lenz, Brad Sippel, William Hebert, Melissa Engen, Dave DeSantis, Chuck 

Ghidorzi, Mike Slavney, Ben Rohr 

 

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 

the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 

 

Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at approximately 5:00 p.m. noting that a quorum was present.   

 

Chuck Ghidorzi said that they are moving along with an important downtown project and have the 

neighboring support of Cloverbelt Credit Union.  Ghidorzi said that they have been working with the 

credit union for several months and an agreement is being put together to go over how expenses would be 

supported and paid for by the project.  There is the possibility of not closing McIndoe Street in front of 

Cloverbelt Credit Union, since it is important relative to the address.  YMCA and Aspirus are in support 

of presenting this to the city.  Ghidorzi said that they are working diligently to put together the agreement.  

Ghidorzi asked that the commission continue to approve the closing of these streets, but if there is no 

agreement with Cloverbelt Credit Union prior to the council meeting on the 25th, the closing for the 900 

block of 2nd Street be held off.  Ghidorzi said that the intent is for the city to look at every possibility to 

move the project forward, but not to jeopardize the relationship with Cloverbelt Credit Union.  Ghidorzi 

added that keeping open that block of McIndoe Street will not affect the project.  Ghidorzi said that there 

would need to be a closure on the other block of McIndoe Street, or there will not be a project with 

Aspirus. 

 

Approve the minutes of the August 28, 2018 meeting.        

 

Brueggeman motioned to approve the minutes of the August 28, 2018 meeting.  Zahrt seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously 6-0. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: Discussion and possible action on approving a conditional use at 3017 
Seymour Lane to allow for a fire station, in a B2, Community Service District.    
 
Mayor Mielke closed the public hearing. 
 
Lenz said that the zoning map and background on the property is included in the packet.  The property 
was acquired by the city a number of years ago when the interchange was constructed.  There is a 
condition on the ownership that it be used for a fire station.  The existing fire station is one block to the 
west and there is a need for a new station.  The property is zoned B2 and a conditional use is required for 
the fire station.  There is mixed zoning in the area and the use would fit.  Staff recommends approval. 
 
Gisselman motioned to approve a conditional use at 3017 Seymour Lane to allow for a fire station, in a 
B2, Community Service District.  Zahrt seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 6-0.  This item 
will go to Common Council on November 13, 2018. 
 
Discussion and possible action on vacating and discontinuing Franklin Street between North 2nd 
Street and North 3rd Street and North 2nd Street between Franklin Street and Fulton Street.   
 
Lindman said that this went through a public hearing in CISM and all of the comments were presented.  
The considerations for the 900 block of North 2nd Street between McIndoe Street and Fulton Street. 
 
Gisselman said that during the CISM meeting, ABC Supply had questions and there was to be discussion 
after the meeting and asked if that has happened.  Ghidorzi said that ABC Supply was represented by Jeff 
at the CISM meeting and since have had conversations with the commercial brokers and have made 
changes at their request for the driveways to be in line with the current street.  This will not affect entries 
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and ABC Supply is solidly in support of the plan.  Gisselman asked if the map revisions have been agreed 
upon.  Ghidorzi said that they have found a consensus.  There is no reason not to agree with the map; the 
same maneuver that is currently done on 2nd Street will be done and they will be able to receive their 
goods the same way they do now. 
 
Gisselman asked if the Graebel building will be affected with the Franklin Street closure and how the lot 
may face potential development issues.  Lenz said there is no access to the Graebel parking lot from 
Franklin Street, as the exits are on 1st Street and McIndoe Street.  Gisselman asked if it would be viable.  
Lenz said that it would be nice to connect all of the streets in the downtown.  The plans for the building is 
for it to stay in the same footprint.  The owners are planning on redoing aspects of the building and 
redoing the parking lot. 
 
Gisselman asked how the final resolution for the 900 block will read.  Lindman said that it went through 
CISM to vacate North 2nd Street from Franklin Street to Fulton Street.  The consideration would be to stay 
as proposed and come at the same time as McIndoe Street, to ensure there is an Aspirus project.  Once the 
vacation is done, it cannot be undone.  The council could amend the resolution on the floor of the 
meeting.  Gisselman asked if there are issues with Franklin Street and 800 block of North 2nd Street.  
Lindman said that legal was going to look how the amendment should be done.  Gisselman said that staff 
could make the amendment prior to the council meeting.  Lindman said that legal will need to look into 
this.  Zahrt asked if McIndoe Street is part of this.  It was confirmed that it is not part of this item.   
 
Bohlken asked if there is a plan for access for the riverfront development, if these are vacated.  Lindman 
said that there is a high level of design and will remain accessible to the riverfront.  All parties are 
working on connectivity to the riverfront.  Mayor Mielke added that 1st Street and Fulton Street will be 
accessible.   
 
DeSantis said that there is a fire department connection for the Graebel building on North 2nd Street.  It 
will need to be accessible or re-plumbed so it is accessible. 
 
Brueggeman motioned to approve the vacation and discontinuance of Franklin Street between North 2nd 
Street and North 3rd Street and North 2nd Street between Franklin Street and Fulton Street.  Zahrt 
seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 6-0.  This item will go to Common Council on September 
25, 2018. 
 
Discussion and possible action on the preliminary plat and the final plat for Wausau River East 
Phase I Subdivision.            
 
Hebert said that the CISM staff report, preliminary plat and final are located in the packet.  This more of a 
formality.  There are now four lots and is for the 10 townhomes. 
 
Brueggeman motioned to approve the preliminary plat and the final plat for Wausau River East Phase I 
subdivision.  Bohlken seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 6-0.  This item will go to Common 
Council on September 25, 2018. 
 
Discussion on the Precise Implementation Plan at 1300 North River Drive.     
 
Lenz said that this is the WOW building.  There isn’t much of an update.  The owners are working with 
Rise Up Central Wisconsin, who is working on putting a proposal together.  This is the last outstanding 
item for WOW, other than the fencing, which is being worked on with a dumpster enclosure. 
 
Discussion on the River Edge Master Plan Update.        
 
Sippel said that the Request for Proposals was discussed with the committee in a previous meeting.  The 
original plan was from 1995. One of the responses is located in the packet. 
 
Zahrt asked if this is just the proposal.  Sippel said that it is just the proposal and will be kicking off the 
plan in October.  There will be more answers in the future. 
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Discussion on the Zoning Code Update.         
 
Mike Slavney and Ben Rohr were present to go over the zoning code update.  Rohr went over the bulk 
dimensions tables, which form the shapes of developments.  The dimensions are based on the current 
zoning code.  Slavney added that a separate setback for a porch and garage setbacks have been added.  
Rohr said that there won’t be a transitional yard setback and floor area ratio used. 
 
Hebert said that the current setback for an accessory detached structure is reduced to a 3’ setback if it is in 
the rear 30% of the property and asked if this would be possible to add.  Slavney asked if they had denied 
any variance requests.  Hebert answered no, but would like to consider.  Slavney said that they would 
work with the code to tweak it. 
 
Rohr continued the presentation with the Land Use Tables.  Slavney said that there could be more than 
one use allowed on a lot.  It will be more user friendly.  Rohr added that the terms will be broader, include 
modern uses, and will have legally defensible definitions.  Slavney said that the tables will be included in 
the zoning code and has been very beneficial. 
 
Hebert asked if setbacks will be associated for the uses.  Slavney said that there will rules for each of the 
uses in the text.  Rohr said that the next step is for a draft presentation for the October meeting and the 
text draft for the November meeting. 
 
Next meeting date and future agenda items for consideration.       
 
The next meeting is scheduled for October 16, 2018.    
 
Bohlken asked if the commission could be notified if this committee passes something and council does 
not or votes differently.  Lenz said that a notification could be sent out.   
 
Adjournment.             
 
Brueggeman motioned to adjourn, seconded by Zahrt.  The motion carried unanimously 6-0 and the 
meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
The Plan Commission is next scheduled to meet at 5:00 p.m. on October 16, 2018. 


