
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

  

 

Time and Date:  Wednesday, June 28, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in the Birch Room of Wausau City Hall 

Members Present: Gary Gisselman (C), Linda Tryczak, Patty Grimm, Kevin Crooks 

Others Present:  Brad Lenz 

 

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 

the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner.  

 

Chairperson Gisselman called the meeting to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. stating that a quorum was 

present. 

 

Approve the minutes of the May 31, 2017 meeting.        

 

Grimm motioned to approve the minutes of the May 31, 2017 meeting.  Tryczak seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously 4-0. 

 

Discussion and possible action on the proposals for updating Wausau’s Intensive Historic Survey.  

 

Gisselman said that the RFP went out and three proposals were received and staff is looking for the 

commission’s input.   

 

Crooks said that Heritage would cover properties built between 1940 and1980.  Lenz said that it would be 

to cover the time period since the last survey.  Crooks said that it shouldn’t be limited.  Heritage and 

Legacy indicate there are 227 properties in the national registry and said that would include the properties 

in the districts.  Crooks said that would be unusual not to review those properties.  If properties on the 

national registry have been updated or changed since the last survey, they should be reviewed.  Crooks 

said that the Legacy fees are a little different than the allotted fee.  Crooks said that Legacy seems to have 

a lot of experience with national registry listings.  Gisselman said that Legacy seems smaller and Heritage 

seems more heavy duty and has more background in larger cities.  The commission discussed surveys that 

Heritage and Legacy have done. 

 

Gisselman said that he would like to have the center of the city surveyed in the first year as opposed to the 

far west.  Grimm said that Heritage would put together 80 photographs that are missing and they seem 

very familiar with our current survey.  Grimm asked if farm properties would be included.  Gisselman 

said that he didn’t think so and said the city should concentrate from Sylvan Hill to Townline Road.  

Gisselman said that Heritage seems flexible. 

 

Lenz said that Preserve LLC has solid research and good references, but per hour costs would be higher 

than Heritage; they did not list as many citywide surveys in their examples. 

 

Gisselman asked about the commission’s thought on Heritage.  Grimm liked Heritage’s description of a 

recommendations page.  Gisselman said that the timeline would be to start in the fall/winter.  Lenz said 

that right now consultants may be finishing up reports from last year’s grants; they typically take pictures 

in the fall with no leaves on the trees. 

 

Crooks asked how likely it is to get year-after-year grants.  Lenz said that he wasn’t sure, but was 

encouraged to apply for next year.  Crooks said that if the city is done in phases he would like the central 

part included in Phase I.   

 

Gisselman said that a discussion could be done with Heritage, as you seem to get more for the money and 

more on the resume with completed surveys.  Tryczak said that dates of construction and historic names 

of all historical surveyed property would be done.  Crooks said it would be for one year of several years.  

The commission agreed that Heritage would be one to go with.  Lenz asked if anything would need to be 
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clarified.  Crooks asked if the 237 properties would be reviewed or if they would be ignored.  Crooks said 

that if something was put on the national register thirty years ago it would be reviewed for changes.  

Crooks said he would like to know how the current surveyed properties will be updated.  Gisselman said 

that this is a big project and will guide the commission for a long time. 

 

Crooks motioned to choose Heritage Research, Ltd. to update the Wausau Intensive Historic Survey with 

the condition of staff getting clarifications on the questions raised.  Grimm seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously 4-0.   

 

Next meeting date and future agenda items for consideration.       

 

The next meeting is scheduled for July 26, 2017.  

 

Grimm said that she has been told that there should be a committee that looks at the whole county.  

Gisselman said that the commission can request the Marathon County to form a commission to review 

historic properties throughout the county.  It will be placed on the next agenda. 

 

Adjournment.             

 

Tryczak motioned to adjourn.  Grimm  seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0.  The meeting 

adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
  


