
DOG PARK SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
Date/Time: September 14th, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. Location: Council Chambers, City Hall, 407 Grant St., Wausau, 
WI 54403  
Members Present: Jamie Rice-Heckendorf (c), Lauren Henkelman, Tom Neal, Sarah Watson, Ed Giallombardo, 
Susan Schmidt 
Others Present: Jamie Polley-Parks, Recreation, Forestry Department Director, Pat Peckham – Councilperson  
 
1. In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald 
in the proper manner. A quorum was present.  
 

2. Approve Minutes – July 6, 2020 – Motion by Neal, second by Henkelman to approve the July 6, 2020 minutes. 
Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 6-0. 
 

3. Physical Park Update – Polley reported that Public Works will be laying down the second layer of blacktop 
shortly. Fencing was delayed because Polley needed to receive final approval from the DNR that the fence posts 
can be driven in as long as none of the dirt is being excavated. Staff met with the fence company last Thursday to 
confirm its location and it should be installed within ten days. Polley is waiting for the final rule sign proof, has 
put in a partial order for some fun signs and is working on final design for the donor board. She mentioned that 
when signs are installed they will have to be attached to the fence or the posts will have to be driven in and filled 
with concrete. There cannot be any large excavating for footings because dirt can’t be taken out. If a shelter is 
installed, a concrete pad will have to be put down and the shelter will be surface mounted to that pad. Polley said 
that Brian West is still working on fund raising for the entrance sign. She has walked the site with operations and 
staff is not happy with how the turf is coming in. Crews were out there leveling and seeding it but there is a big 
area that didn’t take seed and will need to be dormant seeded. That would mean a spring opening unless the area 
is blocked off if it is going to be opened sooner. The fixture for water supply is at the operations shop and will be 
installed after the fence goes in.        
 

4. Fundraising Update and Discussion of Fundraising Event – Ideas brought forward include a snow stomp event 
this winter, a virtual 5k run/walk with people posting selfies with their dogs, and cricket-cut stickers similar to 
something the Humane Society had done. Rice-Heckendorf explained that before Covid-19 happened that 
Timekeeper had wanted to do a fundraising event and would still like to have an event this spring. They had 
wanted to bring in dog vendors to their outside patio and collect donations. Other fundraising/awareness ideas 
included putting out updated flyer’s at Malarky’s when they have their outside dining and pet friendly menu 
nights, possibly tying in the with the Humane Society on some sort of fundraiser, having people post cute pictures 
of their dogs on Facebook and the one with the most likes would get a prize. Along with this idea was that possibly 
the top twelve vote getters could be made into a calendar. Another idea with Christmas coming is to make 
certificates up for people that want to give the gift of a donation to the park in someone else’s name. Rice-
Heckendorf will update the flyer with more of the park progress. Giallombardo will update the Facebook page 
and asked for updated photos. Members will continue following through on personal asks. Polley mentioned that 
decals have to be put on the waste stations because custom logos cannot and she will reach out to Katzenbarkers 
for their logo. Polley will not finalize the donor sign in case more donations come in but will just have a template 
made. The final donor sign will be ready by the grand opening in the spring.    
 

5. Grand Opening Date Spring 2021 – Polley said there should be good turf on all of the site by late April early 
May depending on how wet the spring is. A spring grand opening date needs to be decided on by February so that 
it can get into the Department’s spring activity guide. They can either have a grand opening in the spring or a soft 
opening ahead of time. Neal would like to have it open in the fall even if a part of it needs to be fenced off for 
seeding. If it cannot be opened in the fall then to have it open in the winter or part of the time in the winter.     
 

6. Next Meeting – October 5th, 2020 at 5:45pm following the regular Park and Recreation Committee meeting.   
 

7. Adjourn – Motion by Schmidt, second by Neal to adjourn at 6:10 pm. Motion carried by voice vote, vote 
reflected as 6-0.   


