
 
 

 
DOG PARK SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Date/Time:  December 3, 2018 at 4:30 p.m.         Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall   
Members Present:  Tom Neal (c), David Nutting, Jamie Polley, Ed Giallombardo, Lauren Henkelman, Michelle 
Dins, Jamie Rice-Heckendorf, Eric Heuser 
Others Present: Mayor Mielke, Pat Peckham, Shannon Thomas                           
 
Mayor Mielke thanked everyone for their participation on the Committee. Members introduced themselves. The 
election of Vice-Chair was tabled. 
 
Neal reported that a spot for a dog park was selected at 224 S. 4th Street. WausDog had done some preliminary 
work and estimated the community could raise $35,000 and hoped the City would fund the remaining $113,000. 
The Dog Park was ranked among other City Capital Improvement projects and was not ranked high enough to be 
funded. Peckham felt that something more attractive had to be presented to the City. Foundations seemed to 
respond positively when initially approached. They also don’t mind requests even if the City portion of funding 
would be unknown.   
 
The location of the proposed site was a culmination of consideration of other sites. Things such as drainage, 
accessibility, parking, neighbors, etc. had been taken into consideration by staff. Polley will distribute any 
information she can find about the pros and cons of the sites that had been considered. The site at 224 S. 4th Street 
is about 2.5 acres, is City owned, has no plans for future development, and may have the okay from the DNR for 
this use. Polley will provide the okay from the DNR (the DNR capping letter).  
 
Discussion occurred on the possibility of doing this park in phases with the necessities in the first phase and some 
of the amenities occurring during a second phase. Giallombardo thought the line items in the cost estimate could 
be re-assessed and might be lower. Neal thought the best thing to do would be to find some partners to be material 
providers. If a fence donor could be found then that group could get their name on the fence. Dins said that 
fundraising works well for things like benches. The pet industry is profitable and she felt there were some great 
opportunities to work with here. Neal said there would be city support for doing things like installing fence posts 
and lighting. Finding the money for materials or receiving donated materials was most important.  
 
Discussion points on the site being considered: Is it the only site? There could be this one and another on the 
west-side in the future. From a size point, dog parks in the State range from 1 acre up to 50 acres. Sometimes 
smaller ones are better than large ones for the socialization of the dogs. There is some land to the north that could 
be bought but is on the remediation list and would need remediation. Get future feelings from Committee if 2.5 
acres size is okay. Shannon Thomas thought it was essential to have a large and small area so both owners of 
large and small size dogs could enjoy the park. Neal liked the idea of an urban park and walking to this site from 
the Rivers Edge Trail. Some concerns were raised about the lack of parking. This will be looked at more in-depth. 
Nutting thought one site that was looked at was Picnic Island. He felt the current site was a good because they 
don’t have to spend money to buy it. He didn’t think a huge park was needed and thought they should get the 
basic park fenced in and could go to sponsors for future items. Neal questioned if any of the members had done 
fund writing. He felt a clear ask is needed and something should be drafted for Committee to review and send 
out. Heuser said he knew someone that had written grants.  The need for irrigation was questioned. Peckham 
thought the turf would stand up a lot better and it would help with dead spots. It would be a smart thing to do if 
they can afford it. Polley will report on the type of grass that is there. Heckendorf said there is a water line there 
already and irrigation could be a future item.  Possibly the parks turf specialist could provide information to 
committee. 
  
Future meetings to be determined. Motion by Nutting, second by Heckendorf to adjourn at 6:10 p.m. Motion 
carried by voice vote.  

 


