
March News 
 
A Gala Event 
The Wausau Police Department held its first awards 
banquet on March 1, at the City Grill, to a packed 
house.  We couldn’t have been more pleased with the 
turnout and we are very happy that so many officers, 
families and community partners attended to show their 
support for the Wausau Police Department.   
 
When people think of awards, they probably think of the 
Hollywood awards they see on television; i.e., The 
Grammy’s Awards, The Academy Awards, The Golden 
Globe Awards, The Oscars, etc.  Of course, these tele-
vised awards are very glamorized with everyone receiv-
ing the red carpet treatment for a role they played which 
was made for television or theater.  Our profession isn’t 
into the glamour or glitz.  We take a blue collar, work-
man like approach, to fixing problems and resolving 
conflict.  We pride ourselves in doing what’s right and 
just…...all the time.  We don’t need a red carpet, televi-
sion cameras, or a contract for service….our word and a 
handshake that we will help a citizen or improve our 
community is all that’s necessary. 
 
Your command staff was very excited to provide this 
opportunity to acknowledge our staff and showcase the 
Wausau Police Department.  We have much to be proud 
of and we wanted to show appreciation to our 
team.  Our officers are dedicated to making a difference 
in our community and they are committed to improving 
the quality of life for our citizens.  Officers are making a 
difference every day and we wanted to make sure our 
officers knew their efforts are acknowledged and appre-
ciated. 
 
We also felt that we should be doing a much better job 
of recognizing our community partners that help us ac-
complish our mission and achieve our goals.  A great 
example of a community partner that we have not for-
mally thanked is the support that Marathon Town & 
Country Store has provided for our K9 unit.  For over 20 
years, Marathon Town & Country Store has donated 
dog food for our entire K9 unit.  A key community part-
ner that we need to formally acknowledge.  Or, the Judd 

S. Alexander foundation along with President Gary 
Freels, who is responsible for so much of our success; 
including providing equipment that helps keep our offic-
ers safe.  Or community advocates like Jessica Lind 
(Women’s Community) and Kristen Spiegel-Berg 
(Marathon County District Attorney’s Office) who work 
tirelessly to provide support to the victims in our com-
munity and help them ease the pain of a traumatic 
event.   
 
I chuckle when I watch the Oscars or other Hollywood 
award shows that recognize actors for various roles they 
play in a movie or a televisions series.  Many of these 
roles being recognized are for life saving roles, or for a 
fictional feat that impacts a whole city or nation.  I 
chuckle because our scenarios are real, the script is not 
just based off a real story….it is the real story.  Our of-
ficers are saving lives, they are de-escalating situations 
that have saved injury or death, or in some cases when 
all other de-escalation tactics are exhausted, deadly 
force has been the only option.   
 
The feedback we have received from those who attend-
ed the banquet or were recognized for their partnership 
has been tremendous.  It has exceeded all of our expec-
tations.  I spoke with a number of individuals in attend-
ance at the banquet that were present solely to show 
their support for Wausau Police.  An example of this 
was a table that had numerous employees from Aspirus 
hospital.  They were not receiving an award but they 
wanted to be present to show us how much they support 
our officers and our efforts in the community.   
 
During our debrief, we evaluated the events of the even-
ing and discussed next year’s banquet.  We feel we can 
modify a few things to help showcase the officers ef-
forts in a more meaningful way.  We are committed to 
providing this opportunity annually to acknowledge our 
officers.  We also want to thank all department members 
for submitting names for the awards.  The sacrifices that 
officers make for their community is clearly worthy of 
recognition.  The command staff is very proud of our 
department and very honored to provide the first awards 
banquet.  We thank all of those who attended and we are 
already looking forward to planning next year’s event. 
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Chief Hardel, Captain Hagenbucher, Captain Bliven, & Captain Barnes would like to 
take this time to thank all of you who attended the awards ceremony.   

 
Award recipients 
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Civilian Awards 
Public Official Partnership Award………………………….….……….Lisa Rasmussen 
City Employee/Department of the Year………………..……..Wausau Fire Department 
Educator Award…………………………………………….….………..Dr. Jeff Lindell 
Stakeholder Service Award……………………...…..Marathon Town & Country Store 
Civilian Service Award………………………….………………...…..Rebecca Myszka 
Dispatcher of the Year Award…………………………………..………..Tammy Voigt 
Journalistic Excellence Award…………………….……………………....Pat Peckham 
Victim Advocacy Award…………………………………………………...Jessica Lind 
Community Partner Award……………………………...Judd S. Alexander Foundation 
Emergency Police Volunteer of the Year…………………………………..Larry Jaeger 
Police Support Staff Person of the Year………………………………….....Susan Lang 
Community Caretaker Award………………………………...…...Kristen Spiegel-Berg 
Bridge Builder Award………………………………………….…………….Don Ryder 
 
Supervisor Awards 
Distinguished Service Award………………………………….…...……..Luke Heindel 
Training Officer Award…………………………………………………...Mark Pankow 
Bullseye Award……………………………………………………….....Michael Juedes 
Awesome Award……………………………………………………….…..Ben Graham 
Lifetime Achievement Award…………………………………….....Greg Hagenbucher 
WPD Special Service Award………………..……………………………..Todd Baeten 
Core Values Award………………………………………………...……….Ben Bliven 
Supervisor of the Year………………………………………………..………..Bill Kolb 
 
Officer/Detective Awards 
Community Volunteer Award…………………………………...…….Andrew Hartwig 
Youth Mentorship Award………………………………………………...Jon Kindlarski 
Inspiration Award………………………………………………..……….Kevin Cornell 
Badges Award………………..Lance Loonsfoot, Chris Sukis, Fred Goch, Ted Knoeck,  
             Brian Campbell, Matt Bell, Roy Koplitz, Anthony Reince, 
             Garrett Carr, David Bertram 
Lifesaving Award………………………………………………..…….Andrew Hartwig 
Outstanding Team Award……Bill Kolb, Jennifer Holz, Cord Buckner, Jaime Henrichs 
Problem Solving Officer………………………………………………..…..Bob Wilcox 
Sir Robert Peel Award…………………………………………….…..Nathaniel Stetzer 
Excellence in Policing Award………………………….…………………...Nick Stetzer 
Rookie of the Year………………………………………………..………..Garrett Carr 
Back-up Officer Award………………………………………..……..Shawn Pierschalla 
Star Award…….……………....Ben Graham, Max LaPorte, John Jurasin, Roy Umlauf 
Valor Award……………………………………………………………...Shawn Fritsch 
Law Enforcement of the Year……………………………………...……...John Phillips 
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Email comments regarding the Award Banquet 
 
What an incredible event!  Congratulations.  I may be biased…but it was one of the best, well planned and ex-
ecuted events I have ever attended.   
 
Jeny Nieuwenhuis Hardel 

~~~~~ 
 

Just wanted to thank all of you for putting this together. I think it is a great idea and will be valuable event for 
this Dept. moving forward. Thanks also for the award. Beth and I had a great night out together. 
Lastly, but most importantly; Thanks you all for your GREAT leadership and service!   

Roy Umlauf 

~~~~~ 

Congratulations on an exceptional event last night!  It was a true honor to see the awards and know the lives 
that are saved as a result of the efforts of your crew- which is a reflection of your leadership.  It was nice to be 
in a space celebrating the work of law enforcement when the spotlight is so brightly shining on negative in our 
current state of affairs. 
 
Thank you for your work and thank you for recognizing the work of your community partners, in particular, as 
you might imagine, recognizing Jessica.  She is a true advocate through and through.  Her dedication to service 
is beyond descriptive words.  She is first a victim advocate, but she is also an advocate for a system that is try-
ing to respond to heinous crimes.  She will be your biggest cheerleader too! 
 
Thank you again for the honor of  being present last night. 
What a great event! 
Jane Graham Jennings 

~~~~~ 

I wanted to drop a note to you all today to tell you THANK YOU again for the wonderful recognition at the 
award banquet.  I am truly humbled and I am so honored to work with all of you.  I could not do this work 
without the support from you and the Wausau PD, and the work you all do for the many victims who come 
forward.  I am truly grateful for the relationships we have built over the past 20 years with you and Wausau 
PD. 
 
What a wonderful idea to host a banquet to honor community partners, individuals in the community, and your 
department.  You all work so hard each day; it’s nice for the community to hear about what you encounter, the 
team work that is put forth, and the excellent leadership in all of you that is often behind the scenes should not 
go un-noticed.   
 
The banquet was very nice.  Myself, my coworkers and my family enjoyed it very much.  I left there reminded 
of how much I enjoy my work, working with you all and others at the PD, and what a great community we live 
in. 
 
Thank you for this wonderful recognition! 
Jessica Lind 
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Paws & Protect Clinic 
 

 
On February 27, 2016, the police department, along with a number of 
sponsors and volunteers, hosted a Paws & Protect clinic. 
 
 
Results of the clinic were;  190 animals came thru the clinic and of those, 
112 were microchipped.  
 
 

Email responses regarding the clinic 
 
 
Captain Barnes, 
I would like to compliment all involved with this event.   
 
My wife and I brought one of our cats (mid afternoon) for a microchip and 
were surprised by the number of people taking advantage of the clinic. 
 

We enjoyed talking to the CSO's while in drive-thru line ... a nice day to be outdoors.  
 
I was impressed by the way the volunteers handled the animals... especially the way you can get a "scared" cat 
out of a carrier without incident!    
 
Great job by all... very professional.   
 
David R. Oberbeck, AIA 
Alderperson District 9 
 

~~~~~ 
 
 

It is great to see stuff like that, isn't it? 
 
I had a resident call me today to say 
 how nice the pet event at the park was.  I love when people acknowledge the good things going on in 
Wausau.  We have a great team coordinating the event and the program. 
 
Lisa Rasmussen 
Alderperson District 7 
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Emergency Police News 

 
Submitted by Lt. Dwayne Dachel 
 
This month the Emergency Police Unit conducted their annual uniform inspection.  A lot 
has changed in the uniform over the last few years and the officers wear their uniform 
proudly.  The training and event calendar was covered and then the Unit celebrated a 
milestone in Lieutenant Michael Lotharius’ career. February marks Mike’s 30th year 
with the Emergency Police Unit.  During the celebration we asked Mike to tell us some 
of the changes he has seen over the 30 years.  The biggest changes have been the uni-
forms, the training and the increased professionalism.  Mike stated those have brought 
with them more respect for the Unit.  Mike stated his goal is to make it to 50 years with 
the Unit.   
 
Congratulations Michael, we thank you for your service.   
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Department Appreciation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cake was brought in by Kelly Pospychala 

 
Just a reminder, our community is very thankful for all you do! 
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Lt. Michael Lotharius 



 
Department Appreciation 

Email from ADA Lesli Pluster to Lt. Baeten & Lt. Kolb 
 
Please extend my sincerest thanks to everyone who was involved in the Dylan Yang Jury Trial this past week 
and also those who worked on the case and weren’t called to testify.  Everyone came to the prep ready to go, 
having reviewed their reports before arriving.  Everyone who testified comported themselves in a very profes-
sional and competent manner.   
 
I am also thankful with the proactive approach you all have been taking to diffuse any potential issues relating 
to the trial.   
 
It is truly a pleasure to work with such a great group of law enforcement officers!! 
 

~~~~~ 
 

Detective Kindlarski’s Response 
 

When I think back to over a year ago (the night of the incident) I remember how bitterly cold it was, the multi-
ple scenes (hospital, street, residence), and the daunting task of trying to keep all the players and their stories 
straight.  Hopefully with time I will forget how people can do such horrendous things to one another.  What I 
won’t forget is how we pulled together our resources, worked as a team, and produced an exceptional work 
product which gave the prosecutors the information they needed to successfully bring this case to a guilty ver-
dict.  Throughout this past week I continued to hear from people how professional the WPD is.   
 
Isaiah’s family wanted me to pass on their gratitude to all of you as well.  For the family it was an understand-
ably emotional time and they commented how they appreciated justice was seen for Isaiah.  I graciously ac-
cepted their hugs and kind words, and wanted to make sure all of you also know how much they appreciated 
everything which was done by WPD. 
 
A heartfelt THANK YOU from a very grateful detective to the WPD team! 
 

~~~~~ 
 

Lieutenant Kolb’s Response 
 
 
Congratulations to all of you with your efforts getting this case ready, presenting it and getting 12 strangers to 
see the truth of what occurred that terrible evening.    
 
Well done. 
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Officer Appreciation for Officer Lopes-Serrao 

Email from Lieutenant Taylor 
 
On the evening of 03-17-16, dispatch forwarded a telephone call to me from a citi-
zen.  The citizen said he was just stopped by Officer Lopes-Serrao for making an illegal 
turn.  He told me he was unfamiliar with the area and admits to making the illegal 
turn.  He described Officer Lopes-Serrao as a gentleman and his encounter was very 
pleasant and easy going.  The citizen added he was trying to find a friend’s house who 
was experiencing a small crises in their life and he was on his way there to provide some 
support.  He was already feeling some stress over his friend’s situation and he really ap-
preciated Officer Lopes-Serrao’s professionalism and easy going demeanor during the 
traffic stop. 
 
This is definitely not an isolated incident.  On several occasions I’ve seen Officer Lopes
-Serrao engaged with citizens for various reasons.  He shows genuine compassion, pro-
fessionalism, and treats people with respect.  Officer Lopes-Serrao has consistently been an outstanding exam-
ple of our core values and he has been a great asset to this department. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Officer Appreciation for Officer Albee 
Email from Kassidi Wood, Marathon County Courthouse 

 
 
I am the Court Clerk in Branch 5 over at the Marathon County Courthouse. I just want-
ed to let you know that I thought Officer Jacob Albee did such a great job of presenting 
himself on the stand and representing the Wausau PD. Officer Albee maintained a very 
professional manner and was very mature, which was impressive due to the cross exam-
ination that he received. Officer Albee was able to answer all questions asked of him, 
and did so in a way that made him a great witness to have on the Jury Trial.  
  
    ~~~~~ 

 
 Response to Officer Albee from Captain Bliven 

 
 
I have received emails regarding your outstanding testimony at the Galarowicz trial this week.  Clearly you did 
an excellent job preparing for this trial and represented our agency well.  Thank you for your professionalism 
and integrity with the court process, it is a vital part of our job as police officers.  Outstanding effort! 
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Officer Luis Lopes-
Serrao 

Officer Jacob Albee 



 
Officer Spotlight 

Officer Shawn Meyer 
 
Hello, I am Shawn Meyer (#3150).  I grew up in Medford, a small town about an hour 
from Wausau.  I attended the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire from 2007 to 2011 
where I earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice.  After college, I began working 
for the Wisconsin Department of Corrections, primarily as a correctional officer at Osh-
kosh Correctional Institution.  In 2012 I moved to Wausau and began working as a pro-
bation and parole agent.  I was hired with the Wausau Police Department in August of 
2015 and am extremely excited for a long career here.  I recently completed the field 
training program here at Wausau PD and I must say I am fortunate to work for a depart-
ment that not only believes in you but also give you the tools to succeed.  I am assigned 
to night shift patrol and lucky to work with a great group of people that are eager to help 
when I have questions.   
 
Just like anybody who grew up in a small town in northcentral Wisconsin, I enjoy doing just about anything 
outdoors but my favorite activity would have to be bow hunting.  I recently got married in January, destination 
wedding style.  It was definitely difficult returning from Mexico to the cold Wisconsin winter! 
   
I look forward to continue meeting and interacting with the citizens and visitors of the City of Wausau.   
 
Thank you 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
Be safe, always appreciate your blessings, and never take things for granted. 
 
Jeff Hardel 
Chief of Police 
Wausau Police Department 
 
Leadership Quotes: 
Every time you have to speak, you are auditioning for leadership. 
James Humes 
 
The task of the leader is to get their people from where they are to where they have not been. 
Henry Kissinger 
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Officer Shawn Meyer 


