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Can’t Catch a Break!!! 
I’ve been a sports fan since I was young…not a fanat-
ic, just a fan.  I enjoy playing and watching sports.  As 
an adult, I continued to play in rec leagues and tourna-
ments.  I also enjoyed watching professional sports on 
television for many years.  However, the sports I 
watch have been drastically narrowed in the last few 
years.   
 
I don’t watch the NBA anymore, the game has 
changed so much that I don’t find it entertaining.  The 
physicality of the game has taken away the crafty ath-
letic moves and encourages more body contact.    The 
players can take three and four steps without drib-
bling, they rarely run plays, and as long as they make 
a crowd pleasing, rim rattling dunk… it’s not a travel.  
I lost interest in professional baseball the last time 
they had a strike and didn’t play for the whole sum-
mer.  I never regained the same passion that I had for 
baseball.    
 
But football was different.  I loved the game when I 
played it in high school, I continued to play in flag 
football leagues post high school, and my interest in 
the game continued to grow.   I would sometimes iso-
late my watchful eye on certain matchups during a 
game or call plays that I thought would be successful.  
I often times play General Manager and comment 
about Ted Thompson trading away blue chip picks 
early in the draft to have more seventh round draft 
picks or his lack of desire in the free agent market 
when the team has an obvious need at a certain posi-
tion.  
 
Of course the culmination of the football season is the 
most watched sporting event in our nation, the Super-
bowl.  Our family uses this event to socialize, prepare 
good food, talk about the Packers, and enjoy the 
game.  We also love the atmosphere surrounding the 
Superbowl, all the pre-game shows and of course, we 
look forward to the commercials.   

 
This year was no different.  Even though neither team 
was of particular interest to me, I looked forward to 
the event.  I was leaning towards Denver, mainly be-
cause Payton Manning is nearly 40 years old and I 
support older professional athletes who are attempting 
to defy father time.  I enjoyed the first half of the 
game as Denver’s defense imposed its will on Caroli-
na and didn’t give Newton time to get into a rhythm.  I 
eagerly watched the halftime show, and awaited those 
infamous commercials.  The hype for the halftime en-
tertainment and commercials this year wasn’t the 
same.  There was an undertone and message that was 
covertly being communicated.     
 
Law Enforcement has been hit hard this past year.  We 
have been under great pressure, even greater scrutiny.  
The first six weeks of 2016, eight officers were killed 
in the line of duty, many of them targeted and mur-
dered because they wore a badge, because of what 
they represent.  Never before have we seen so much 
scrutiny with our profession and we have never seen 
so many specific attacks on law enforcement officers.  
President Obama’s silence on this issue gives us the 
impression that he is not supportive of our efforts and 
in some cases seems to be fueling the anti-law en-
forcement sentiments.     
 
Back to the Superbowl.  One of the top Hip Hop art-
ists and the wife of Jay Z, one of the most powerful 
couples in the world, Beyoncé is performing.  The 
stage is set and the beautiful and talented Beyoncé 
starts her performance.  But this show is different, it 
appears to have a message, it appears to have an anti-
law enforcement message.  My mood changes.  I am 
no longer interested in the game.  I’m irritated because 
the one professional event that I look forward to has 
now joined the mainstream media and the many critics 
to ratchet up their hatred for law enforcement.  The 
show turned into Beyoncé’s’ stage to further an agen-
da that has become too common and without much 
merit.  But it seems to be the cool thing to do, jump on 
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Can’t Catch a Break!!! (Continued) 
 
the bandwagon and promote an agenda even if you cannot substantiate the agenda you are pushing.  Similar to 
the “Hands Up…Don’t Shoot” message.  Hands Up-Don’t Shoot never happened….. but its myth still fuels 
some to continue the anti-law enforcement rhetoric like it’s a fact. 
 
The halftime show bothered me enough to dig deeper into the message to see what narrative Beyoncé was 
pushing on the grandest of stages.   
 
Beyoncé was flanked by back up dancers clad in all black with berets similar to The Black Panther movement, 
which is approaching their 50 year anniversary.  At its inception on October 15, 1966, the Black Panther Par-
ty's core practice was its armed citizens' patrols to monitor the behavior of police officers and challenge police 
brutality.  Federal Bureau of Investigation Director J. Edgar Hoover called the party "the greatest threat to the 
internal security of the country."  
 
At one point the dancers formed an X, which many have taken as a tribute to Malcom X who was an  African-
American leader and prominent figure in the nation of Islam.   Malcolm X articulated concepts of race pride 
and black nationalism in the 1950s and 60s.   
 
Back stage, the Black Panther inspired costumed dancers held up a sign that read "Justice 4 Mario Woods."  
Woods was an individual that San Francisco police were seeking after he murdered another person by stabbing 
them to death.  As police approached Woods, he pulled the bloody knife out and threatened to kill police.  
Bean bags shot from a gun and pepper spray did not stop Woods who eventually was shot and killed by police.  
An autopsy showed Woods had methamphetamine, anti-depressants, and marijuana in his system.   
 
Beyoncé's performance came just days after she released the music video for her single “Formation” which 
makes illusion to police shootings involving unarmed African-Americans.  Beyoncé is standing on top of a po-
lice cruiser as it sinks into the water.  The video features graffiti that says “stop shooting us” and an African-
American boy dancing in front of a line of police, in riot gear, that ultimately lower their weapons and point it 
at the boy who is dancing. 
 
I don’t think I could have been any more disappointed with the halftime show and the network executives that 
choose to allow Beyoncé the ultimate stage to advance her personal agenda.  The event that I look forward to 
watching and relaxing with my family and friends had been ruined.   Another example of the media perpetuat-
ing an anti-law enforcement narrative which will continue to divide our nation rather than advance a message 
of love, tolerance, understanding, collaboration, unity, acceptance, and patience.  It is time the leaders of our 
great Nation and the media collaborate to bring us together, not continue to focus on tearing us apart.   
 
There was no doubt that I was very disappointed from the halftime show, my mood changed and I wasn’t able 
to contain or hide my feelings.  But one thing will never change.  We will continue to do the best job we can 
and gain community trust, one contact after another.  We are fortunate to live in a great city that does support 
our policing efforts.  Citizens show their support and appreciation almost daily.    We will continue to do 
what’s right, to help those in need, to protect all, and we will do this without bias and without a personal agen-
da.  We choose to network and engage our community to uplift instead of tear down.  To promote a narrative 
of love and unity instead of hate and divisiveness.  The vocal minority has the microphone right now but I be-
lieve the silent majority will rise up and be heard and give us the support and recognition that law enforcement 
deserves.   
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2016 State Law Enforcement Explorer Conference 
 

The Wausau Police Explorer Post 0442 participated in the 2016 State Law Enforcement Explorer Conference 
held in the Wisconsin Dells Jan 28-Jan 31. Officers Thao and Lopes-Serrao escorted six explorers to the con-
ference where the youth participated in eight scenario based challenges against their peers from across our 
state. This provides for some fun competition but also allows the explorers an opportunity to get some intense 
hands on training run by representatives from federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies. The competi-
tions involved a search warrant execution, officer down first aid, crash reconstruction, domestic disturbance 
resolution, dispatching, bomb threat response, use of force simulator, and a legal exam presented by Assistant 
Attorney General Dave Perlman. The explorers did a great job and represented themselves and the City of 
Wausau very well. Great job explorers! 
  
The Wausau Police Explorer Post is a work-site based Learning for Life program sponsored by the Wausau 
Police Department which allows youth between the ages of 15-21 an opportunity to learn about a future career 
in law enforcement in a safe environment. The program is operated through community donations and fund-
raising, and run by officers of the police department. Aside from monthly meetings, explorers also participate 
in monthly community service and volunteer to assist the police department with several city events. Explorers 
do not have to be residents of the city.  To learn more about exploring or if you are interested in joining you 
can visit our website, call Officer Lopes-Serrao at (715) 261-7968 or e-mail him at luis.lopes-
serrao@ci.wausau.wi.us.   
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Brianna Glodowski & Nick Wysong Eric Brushert & Ryan Lynch 

Officer Koua Thao, Ryan Lynch, Kaddie Walsh Brianna Glodowski,  
Shantel Vallish, Eric Brushert, Nick Wysong, Officer Luis 



Mourning the loss of Emergency Police Officer Wally Sloan 
 

 
 
Submitted by Lt. Dwayne Dachel 
We are sad to announce the passing of former Emergency Po-
lice Lieutenant Wally Sloan who was with the Emergency Po-
lice for 50 years.  Wally and his wife Bonnie attended the Emer-
gency Police Christmas Party on January 30, 2016, where this 
picture was taken.  Wally will be missed.   
 

Wally Sloan and his wife Bonnie 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Emergency Police 
2015 Volunteer Hours 

 
 

The Wausau Emergency Police tallied up the number of volunteer 
hours for 2015…..3839 hours! 
 
There are approximately 35 Wausau Emergency Police volunteers 
that assist the Wausau Police with traffic and crowd control at all 
the major city events, such as;  parades, races, Balloon Rally & 
Glow, the Wisconsin Valley Fair, the Festival of Arts, Art in the 
Park and many more.   
 
We thank the Wausau Emergency Police for all they do. 
 
The Emergency Police are in the process of potentially adding new 
events to their already busy schedule.  The Emergency Police are 
always looking for new members so if you are interested in volun-
teering with the Wausau Police Department or know someone who 
is, please contact the department.  The officers range in age from 
18 to 80 plus, some members have gone on to careers in law en-
forcement and many that like the interaction and excitement of 
working with the police department.  
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Officer Shawn Meyer 
Catholic School Week 

 
Each year during Catholic School week, members of the community visit St. Anne’s Catholic School and read 
to the Children.  Each day, there are different guest readers.  This year, Officer Shawn Meyer read to St. 
Anne’s Catholic School’s 4th graders.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Christian Assembly wishes everyone a  
Happy Valentines Day and Thanks you for all you do! 
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Backpacks for the Homeless 
 
 
Special thanks to Paula Szydel and friends for pooling their 
resources to assemble these kits to be given away to area 
homeless individuals or others in need. 
 
These backpacks are full of warm clothes, hygiene kits, snacks, 
gift cards, and will be provided to individuals encountered by 
Wausau PD officers during their shifts. 
 
What a great act of kindness from Paula and her crew! 
 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Appreciation for Division of Criminal Investigations (DCI) 

Email from Lt. Baeten to Captain Barnes 
 
I just wanted to share with you how responsive our local DCI agents were to a request to assist with a search 
warrant involving a suspected meth lab.  We received credible info regarding a possible lab in an apartment 
and began to take steps to apply for a warrant.  Due to our unit’s rather limited experience with meth labs, I 
reached out to SA Ron Glaman and SAIC Cindy Giese.  I received some good counsel from them regarding 
our options, and Cindy put me in touch with SA Nick Pendergast to head their efforts to assist. 
  
To make a long story short, in less than 24 hours DCI had their trained team assembled, we briefed at the PD, 
and the warrant was executed.  A small, recently active lab was located, and three individuals were taken into 
custody.  In addition to all the professional assistance provided with the actual entry, search, etc., the DCI 
agents involved took time afterward to provide a debrief in which they explained the items found and their im-
portance in the meth production process.  So, while we were able to take some bad guys off the street and neu-
tralize a dangerous situation in a large apartment building, I also considered the event to be a great hand-on 
clinic of sorts for our unit members.   
  
It’s great to have these law enforcement partners in our area! 
 

~~~~~ 
 

Email from DOJ David Matthews to Chief Hardel 
 
Thanks for passing that along Jeff. I’m very happy to hear that the services we could provide contributed to a 
great outcome. We enjoy a great working relationship with your folks and I really appreciate the productive 
partnership that exists between our offices. 
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Appreciation for the City County Information Technology Department 
Email from Officer Stetzer to Captains Bliven & Barnes 

 
I am not aware of who the appropriate person would be to forward this to. I just wanted to send a thank you to 
City-County IT Department, specifically Daryn and Tracy. Prior to a couple of months ago I was not aware of 
who did the work on all of the systems because I knew computers would work. I personally know we use com-
puters for the large majority of everything we do as law enforcement officers.  
 
I have had the privilege of working with Daryn and Tracy for the last couple of months and I can’t say how 
thankful I am for all of their hard work. I was interested in using several different tools to make information 
sharing easier for the community to know what was being done on a daily basis here at the police department. 
Daryn and Tracy have made this system work and had always been willing to answer my calls (which was a 
lot) to get RaidsOnline up and running for the citizens of Wausau. 
 
I am sure they don’t hear this enough and I would like to say I am truly grateful for the work they had put into 
assisting me with getting these new programs up and running and functioning properly.  
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Officer Appreciation for Officer Jaeger 
Email from Captain Bliven to Officer Jaeger 

 
 
 
We received an email from the DA’s office regarding the great effort you gave to the 
DA’s office during a recent trial.  Taking that extra step often makes all the difference in 
maintaining and developing our partnerships in the community.  Thank you for taking 
accountability in your work.  Outstanding effort! 
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Officer Mark Jaeger 
Core Values 
Professionalism 

Integrity 
Respect 

Accountability 
 



 
Officer Spotlight 

Officer Ross Austin 
 
Hello, I’m Ross Austin #159 and I started with Wausau PD on August 20, 2015. 
 
I grew up in Kronenwetter and graduated from D.C. Everest.  I attended UW-Eau Claire 
studying Criminal Justice and Sociology.  After graduating I moved with my wife, Me-
gan, to Kansas City, Missouri to work as a Corrections Counselor at Lansing Correc-
tional Facility for the Kansas Department of Corrections.  I worked there for two years 
learning a great deal about corrections and realized I wanted to help prevent people in 
my community from making choices that lead to incarceration.  
 
After much consideration and conversation with family I decided to apply with Wausau 
PD.  When Wausau offered me a position I was honored and more than happy to accept.  
It is great to be home, closer to family and friends, but I do miss the best BBQ in the 
world, Arthur Bryant’s. 
 
While I am in the middle of field training it is great to see everything I have learned in the past six years com-
ing together.  I look forward to helping my community and a long career with Wausau PD. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
Be safe, always appreciate your blessings, and never take things for granted. 
 
Jeff Hardel 
Chief of Police 
Wausau Police Department 
 
Leadership Quotes: 
No one can go back and make a brand-new start, my friend: but anyone can start from here and make a brand
-new end. 
Dan Zadra 
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Officer Ross Austin 


