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The City of Wausau is pleased to announce the acquisition of approximately 205 acres near the corner of 
Highland Drive and County Highway O from Arlon Schmidt and Schmidt Family Trusts.  This 
acquisition completes an important step in expanding the Wausau Business Campus, the largest 
expansion in over 20 years to build on a successful track record of job growth and increasing taxable 
value for our residents. 
 
A story of success 
The City established the Wausau Business Campus in the early 1990’s and used Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) to fund the infrastructure and improvements which attracted employers.  The Business Campus has 
grown to include nearly 1,000 acres of property and is home to over 60 businesses; it’s also home to 
Wausau’s business incubator- the Entrepreneurial and Education Center (EEC) which was established 
with City resources and currently houses another 30 small businesses.   
 
Wausau has posted positive job growth every month since late 2012 and many of our manufacturers in the 
Business Campus continue to lead this expansion.  Governor Scott Walker was in Wausau recently to 
visit Linetec, a metal anodizing and finishing business which received State and local assistance for their 
most recent expansion and has nearly 100 open jobs currently.   
 
The City has supported the relocation and expansion of many businesses in the Business Campus through 
economic development tools including infrastructure, loans and grants for businesses both large and small 
including: Linetec, Composite Envisions, O-Motion, Wausau Window and Wall, Southern Stretch 
Forming, Footlocker/Eastbay, LB Medwaste, Wausau Coated, JARP and others.  The City’s economic 
development tools have been directly tied to over 700 new jobs in the Business Campus alone and many 
employers have exceeded their required number of jobs created.   
 
A new era 
This additional 205 acre property sets the stage for future expansion in the Business Campus- the City 
worked to find, acquire and plan expansion on strategic parcels because new development land was 
limited.  The outgoing Common Council voted unanimously to acquire the parcels and the City will soon 
develop a master plan for the new properties which extend from the end of Development Court to County 
Highway O, with a new western entrance to the Business Campus planned for the future.  Wausau, like 
many cities, plays an important role in the economic development process.  Many of our local 
manufacturers have been able to expand because of our assistance and we look forward to continue 
partnering with employers to create quality jobs here in Wausau.      
 
 


