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Mission Statement… In response to our citizens, we will provide services in the most effective
manner in order to promote and enhance our living environment. | Plan and encourage positive
growth. | Promote a positive community image by encouraging citizen involvement and civic pride.

WausauWorks
for you!

Fall/Winter 2009

It’s hard to believe that fall has arrived with the unseasonably warm 
temperatures we’ve been experiencing here in the central part of the state.  
This is a gorgeous time of the year for the residents of Wausau as the 
brilliant colors come alive on the landscape and remind us of a beautiful 
painting.  

The winter snowfall will follow and with that, comes the many services you 
expect.  Our Department of Public Works crew is organized and prepared 
to snowplow the many miles of roads we have and will be “at the ready” to 
provide prompt, efficient service.

I am reminded daily of the excellent “volunteerism” spirit we are surrounded 
with.  There are numerous individuals helping with city clean-ups, providing 
assistance to our elderly, and giving monetarily to non-profit agencies and 
faith-based organizations.  If an opportunity arises to help your neighbor, 
please take that step as it will more than likely benefit YOU much more than 
it will ever benefit them.   

It has been over a year since our economy took a shift and we went into a 
recession.  As we approach our yearly budget cycle, I am reminded of the 
challenges we face to continue to provide the high quality service all of our 
taxpayers expect and demand at a reasonable cost.  I had mentioned in a 
previous newsletter that the city was developing plans should a downturn 
occur in our economy.  We have been evaluating our options and have 
networked with other municipalities to gather additional ideas.  I can assure 
you that all forms of government are struggling during this time and therefore, 
we are not alone in making some very thorough and difficult decisions which 
will impact our citizens and employees.  However, we have many things 
to be thankful for in Wausau.  Our high quality of life, great educational 
institutions and opportunities, along with our excellent health care facilities, 
are just a few examples of what makes Wausau a great community.  

Enjoy the articles in this news publication and feel free to stop by or call 
with your concerns.  The City of Wausau staff and I believe

“We are never more important than the people we serve”.
I wish you and your family a great holiday
season and a prosperous New Year! 
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Child Passenger Safety/Booster 
Seat Law and Seat Belt Law
Rear-facing child safety seat in the 
back seat is required when the child:
•	Is	less	than	1-year-old	
•	weighs	less	than	20	lbs.

Forward-facing child safety seat in the 
back seat is required when the child:
•	Is	at	least	1-year-	old	but	less	than	4-years-old
•	Weighs	at	least	20	pounds	but	less	than	40	

pounds

Booster seat is required
when the child:
•	Is	at	least	4-years-old	but	less	than	8-years-old
•	Weighs	at	least	40	pounds	but	less	than	80	

pounds
•	Is	less	than	57	inches	(4-feet,	9-inches)	tall.

Safety belt is required when the child:
•	Is	8-years-old	or	older	or
•	Weighs	80	or	more	pounds	or
•	Is	57	inches	or	taller.

Drivers can now be stopped by 
law enforcement for not buckling 
up.  Drivers may also be cited for 
allowing passengers of any age to 
be unbelted in their vehicle.  

Free	car	seat	checks	and	car	
seat/booster	seat	sales	at	a	
reduced rate are available with 
trained	technicians	from	4-6	
pm on the first Wed. of each 
month at Aspirus Hospitals’ 
birthing center or on the third 
Wednesdays of each month 
at	Ballweg	Toyota	(2900	N.	
20th	Ave-	past	Fleet	Farm)	from	
11-1pm	and	again	from	4-6	pm.		
This is a new location for our 
child safety seat checks.   If you 
have any questions please contact 
Safety	Officer	Maureen	Pilsner	at	
261-7853.

Winter 
Overnight 
Parking
From December 1 through 
March 31 parking will not 
be allowed on City streets 
from	2:30	a.m.	to	6:00	a.m.	If	
residents need to park vehicles 
on the street, they must call the 
Police Department for permission 
to do so. Parking overnight 
downtown is not permitted.  
Call 715/261-6765, and 
then press 2 for overnight 
parking or other police-
related matters. When 
calling for overnight parking or 
other police-related matters from 
December	1	through	March	31,	
DO NOT leave a message as 
the voice mail messages to this 
number are not received by the 
Police Department. Callers who 
leave voice mail messages for 
overnight parking are still subject 
to receiving parking citations.

Overnight parking will not 
be allowed during snow 
emergencies.	Residents	should	
keep in mind that even if a 
snow emergency has not been 
declared, vehicles parked 
overnight on City streets during 
snowfalls may hinder snow 
plowing operations.

The forfeiture for violating the 
overnight parking ordinance is 
$25.00,	and	is	much	higher	
during snow emergencies.

  Primary  
Seatbelt Law

The	State	of	Wisconsin	passed	a	primary	seatbelt	law	which	took	
effect	June	30,	2009.		Prior	to	this	date,	Wisconsin’s	seat	belt	law	

could	only	be	enforced	through	secondary	enforcement.		Secondary	
enforcement means that a police officer could only write a seat belt citation 

if he or she stopped the violator for a separate traffic violation.  If the only 
violation the officer saw was a seat belt violation, the officer could not make a 
traffic stop.  

Since	the	primary	seatbelt	law	took	effect,	police	officers	can	stop	a	vehicle	
when occupants are not wearing their seatbelts.  This makes it easier for law 
enforcement to enforce our seatbelt law and encourages people to wear their 
seatbelts at all times.  

Most	states	enacting	primary	seat	belt	laws	have	seen	an	increase	in	overall	seat	
belt use.  An increase in seat belt use means a reduced number of traffic injuries 
and	fatalities.		The	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	(NHTSA)	
estimates	Wisconsin’s	seat	belt	usage	will	increase	10%	due	to	the	primary	
seatbelt	law.		This	will	result	in	a	savings	of	$150	million	in	medical	costs	across	
the	state.		In	2008,	states	with	primary	seat	belt	laws	had	a	seatbelt	usage	rate	of	
88%	compared	to	75%	in	states	that	did	not	have	primary	seatbelt	laws.



CUT OUT AND KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

Halloween Trick or Treat 
hours	will	be	on	Saturday,	Oct.	31st		from	4-7	pm.		Please	have	a	
light on if your are participating in treats. 

Party!  The Wausau Police Department along with the 
YMCA	will	again	offer	a	Safe	Kids	Halloween	Party	at	the	YMCA	–	
downtown	Wausau.			The	party	is	free	and	open	to	the	public	(you	
do	not	need	to	be	a	YMCA	member	to	participate)	and	is	geared	to	
preschool/elementary	aged	children.		Party	hours	are	from	1-3	pm	on	
Saturday,	Oct.	31st. 

Volunteer - This is also a great opportunity for families with older 
children to volunteer together and help work a game at the party.  If 
you	are	interested	in	volunteering	please	contact	Kathy	Peterson	at	the	
YMCA-	845-2177.

Adult Evening Water Exercise
Oct	14-Nov	23	(FULL);	Jan	04-Feb14,	
Feb	16-Mar	24.	6:30	-7:30	PM,
John	Muir	Pool
Mon	/Wed	nights	(some	Tuesdays	due	to	school	
conflicts)	Fee:	$32	Wausau	residents,	$42	non-
res.	Space	limited,	pre-registration	required.	No	
children or drop-ins allowed.

Skating with Charlotte
Oct	14-Dec	09,’09	&	Jan	06-Feb	24,	‘10
Wednesdays	10-11	AM.	Fee:	$20
MPB	#1,	Marathon	Park,	Wausau
Pre-registration/on-site	registration	allowed.	Skate	
for	free	-11AM	to	1	PM	after	each	class.

DL Corbin Shooting Range Park
Open	thru.	Nov.	20,	2009.	Fee:	$3	daily,	$30	
season.	Kids	12	&	under,	free	w/adult.	Targets	
and	ear	cover	for	sale	on	site.	Call	261-1550	
for hours.

Camping
Season	open	through	Oct.	31,	2009
Electric/dump	sites-Big	Eau	Pleine	&	Marathon	
Pk.	Electric-Dells	of	the	Eau	Claire.	FIREWOOD	
CARRY-IN	BAN	IN	EFFECT.	Firewood	sold	
on	site.	Call	261-1550	for	rates	and	site	
information.

Sylvan Hill Snow Tubing
Open	Dec	18-	March	06	(weather	permitting)	
Open daily for Christmas Break. Holiday hrs 
1:30-5/6	to	9:30	PM.	Weekend	hrs	Fri.	6-9:30	
PM,	Sat.	1:30-5	&	6-9:30	PM,	Sun	1:30-5	PM.	
HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS
Must	be	42	inches	tall	to	ride.	Children	are	no	
longer	able	to	ride	with	adults.	Fee:	$5-13	&	
under	(min.	42	inches	tall);	$7.50	14	&	older.

Sledding Hills in Wausau
Open when snow cover permits.
Hours:	sunrise	to	11	PM	Fee:	FREE!
Locations:	
Pleasant	View	-	1221	Sumner	St	(lights)
“3M”	Park	-	405	Park	Blvd	(lights)
Riverside	Park	-	100	Sherman	St
Schofield	Park	-	606	E	Randolph	St

Dog-Gone Snow Stomps
Jan	17	&	Feb	14,	2010.	1-4	PM.
Athletic	Park	Outfield	(enter	gate	on	North	5th 
Street	next	to	clubhouse)
Fee:	$3	ages	13	&	older,	12	&	under	free	w/
paying	adult.	Max	2	dogs	per	person.
Proof of current vaccinations required.
Door prizes & doggie clean-up bags provided 
on	site.	Cancelled	if	air/wind-chill	temps	are	10°	
or colder.

Cross-Country Skiing/Snowshoeing
Mid	Dec-Mid	Mar,	snow	conditions	permitting.
9-Mile	County	Forest	Recreation	Area	has	groomed	
& signed trails, ski & snowshoe rentals, a chalet & 
3.7	miles	of	trail	with	lights	for	night	skiing.	Season	
or daily pass required, Call for rates, hours and 
conditions	261-1550.	American	Legion/Sylvan	Hill	
Park	has	groomed	trails.	Park	Shelter	w/restrooms	
& snack bar available when tubing hill is open. 
Donation	requested.	Free	trails	are	located	at	Ringle	
& Big Eau Pleine. These trails are not groomed and 
no shelters or restrooms are available.

Indoor Ice skating
(w/skate rentals) 
Dates:	Oct	6-Mar	5,
Mon-Fri	11AM-1	PM.
Oct	29-	Feb	11,	Wed.	7-9	PM,
Sun.	1-4:30	PM.
Hours subject to change due to special events 
and/or	scheduling	conflicts.	Call	261-1550
for rates & to confirm weekly hours.

Fall & Winter Recreation Programs 09/10
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School Zone 
Safety 
Just a reminder that with school 
back in session, the speed limit is 
15	MPH	if	children	are	present	OR	
a crossing guard is out.  Crossing 
guards and safety patrollers are 
there	to	achieve	their	mission	–	to	
cross children safely to school or 
home.		PLEASE	respect	their	job	and	
SLOW	DOWN	in	school	zones.

Woodson 
Art Museum 
Exhibition 
Schedule
Now	–	November	15,	2009
Birds in Art

Now	–	November,	2009
Hidden Designs:  Sculpture 
by Wendy Ross

Now	–	November	15,	2009
Julie Zickefoose:  A 
Naturalist’s Journal

November	21	–	January	24,	2010
In Search of Norman 
Rockwell’s America

January	30	–	April	11,	2010
Las Artes de Mexico

Location:
Franklin	and	12th	Streets,	Wausau	

Address:
700	N.	12th	Street
Wausau,	WI		54403-5007

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday
9:00	a.m.	-	4:00	p.m.
Saturday-Sunday
Noon	-	5:00	p.m.
Open Thursdays until 7:30 
p.m. during “Birds in Art”
Closed	Mondays	and	Holidays

Admission: Always	FREE
Phone	715-845-7010

Web: www.lywam.org
E-Mail: museum@ lywam.org



city of

WAUSAU Snow Season Mailbox 
Replacement Policy
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Sidewalk 
Snow/Ice 
Removal
Property owners are 
reminded that it is 
their responsibility 
to keep the public 
sidewalk adjacent 
to their property 
clear of ice and snow, as well as 
public corners which may abut their 
property.	Snow	should	be	cleared	
from the full width of the sidewalk 
within	24	hours	of	a	snowfall.	Snow-
covered or icy sidewalks create 
a great deal of inconvenience to 
pedestrians and present a safety 
hazard and possible exposure to 
liability. When the City receives a 
complaint	of	a	snow/ice	covered	
sidewalk, the property is inspected 
and a notice is issued to the owner. 
If	the	snow/ice	is	not	removed	within	
48	hours	of	the	notice,	the	City	will	
clear the sidewalk and the owner will 
be billed for the cost. The minimum 
charge	is	approximately	$100.

Residents	are	also	reminded	that	
shoveling, plowing or blowing snow 
from sidewalks or driveways into the 
street is not permitted.  Be a good 
neighbor and be considerate of 
others.  

The Department of Public Works is responsible for clearing as much snow and ice as 
possible from the streets in the City of Wausau.  This means that we will always plow 
as close to the curb as possible.  Public Works takes great care not to damage any 
property	within	the	City	right-of-way	however;	mailboxes	occasionally	get	damaged.

In the majority of cases, the City has repaired or replaced all 
mailboxes that were claimed to have been damaged by its snow 
removal vehicles.  Due to the time and cost associated with these 
repairs and replacements, we have enacted a new policy for mailbox 
repairs and installation.

The Public Works Department will repair or replace any damaged 
standard	mailbox	and/or	support	post	when	the	following	two	(2)	
criteria	are	met:
1.	 It	is	determined	that	the	City	plow	operators	damaged	the	

mailbox, and
2.	 The	mailbox	had	been	properly	installed	per	USPS	installation	

guidelines discussed below and maintained prior to the damage 
occurring.

If both the criteria noted above are met, the City of Wausau will repair or replace 
your	mailbox	with	the	standard	mailbox	and/or	support	post	we	offer.		Initially	a	
temporary post and mailbox will be placed in an appropriate location and may be 
permanently	replaced	later.		If	you	do	not	want	the	standard	mailbox	and/or	support,	
you	may	repair	or	replace	the	mailbox/post	at	your	own	cost.	The	City	of	Wausau	
will	then	reimburse	you	up	to	a	maximum	of	$25	(copies	of	receipts	are	needed).		

Note:		Any	mailbox	damaged	by	the	weight	of	the	plow	windrow	(snow	exiting	the	
end	of	the	plow)	will	no	longer	be	covered	under	this	policy.

Mailbox	installation	guidelines	established	per	USPS	regulations	are:
•	 Mailboxes	installed	on	streets	with	a	curb	must	be	41”	to	45”	above	the	street	surface.
•	 The	face	of	the	mailbox	must	be	between	6”	to	8”	back	from	the	curb	face	or	edge	
of	paved	surface	(see	diagram).

Please DO NOT use concrete 
to secure your mailbox post.  
Instead use ¼” screenings 
(1/4”	gravel	with	fines)	
or compacted sand.  The 
Department of Public Works 
will not remove concrete 
and will only trim the broken 
post to the top surface of the 
concrete.  Placement of the 
new post will be to either side 
of the existing concrete, unless 
you specify a new location or 
remove any existing concrete.

Mailbox Placement 
Postal Requirements 
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Major Projects
For	up	to	date	information	regarding	the	USH	
51/STH	29	corridor	projects	please	go	to	
www.5129wausau.com

PROJECT:  28th Avenue from Sherman 
Street to approximately 300 feet 
north of Stewart Avenue

SCHEDULE:		Substantially	completed.

DESCRIPTION:		28th Avenue was 
reconstructed with new curb and gutter and 
asphalt	pavement.		A	10	foot	wide	asphalt	
path was constructed on the west side of 
28th	Avenue	from	Sherman	Street	to	Stewart	
Avenue	and	on	the	east	side	of	28th Avenue 
from	Stewart	Avenue	to	the	north.		

TRAFFIC	IMPACT:		Periodic	lane	closures	
may occur to finish minor construction 
activities.

PROJECT:  Stewart Avenue from 24th 
Avenue to approximately 400 feet 
west of 28th Avenue

SCHEDULE:		Substantially	completed.

DESCRIPTION:		Stewart	Avenue	was	
reconstructed to four lanes with sidewalk on 
both sides.

TRAFFIC	IMPACT:		Periodic	lane	closures	
may occur to finish minor construction 
activities.

 

PROJECT:  Street Reconstruction/Curb, 
Gutter & Pavement Projects:

2nd  Avenue from Bridge Street to 
W. Wausau Avenue

2nd Avenue from W. Union Avenue to 
Knox Street

5th Avenue from Park Boulevard 
south to cul-de-sac

9th Avenue from West Street to Chellis 
Street

Lavina Drive from 56th Avenue to 
Windtree Drive

Windtree Drive from 56th Avenue to 
Old Coach Road

3rd Street from Bridge Street to 
Winton Street

Maple Ridge Road from Golf Club 
Road to Woodland Ridge Road

SCHEDULE:		Completed

DESCRIPTION:		Projects	consisted	of	new	curb	
and gutter, asphalt, sanitary sewer and water 
laterals and storm sewer.

PROJECT:  17th Avenue from Stewart 
Avenue to Elm Street.

SCHEDULE:		Substantially	completed.

DESCRIPTION:		This	section	of	17th Avenue 
was	selected	as	an	ARRA	(American	
Recovery	and	Reinvestment	Act)	Project.		
It includes the rubblizing of the existing 
concrete pavement and the placement of a 
new asphalt surface.  

TRAFFIC	IMPACT:		17th Avenue is restricted 
to one lane in each direction with limited 
turning movements.

PROJECT:  Sherman Street from 22nd 
Avenue to approximately 200 feet 
east of 17th Avenue

SCHEDULE:		It	is	anticipated	to	begin	in	early	
spring	of	2010.

DESCRIPTION:		Sherman	Street	will	be	
reconstructed four lanes and include curb and 
gutter, asphalt pavement, additional storm 
sewer and sidewalks on both sides.  The 
outside lanes in both directions will be wide 
enough to accommodate bicycles.

TRAFFIC	IMPACT:		Sherman	Street	will	
be	closed	between	22nd	Avenue	and	17th 
Avenue to all traffic during construction.  
During the construction of the intersection of 
17th	Avenue	and	Sherman	Street,	traffic	will	
be restricted on one northbound and one 
lane southbound.

PROJECT:  Free flow ramp from 
Highway 29 east to Highway 51 north

SCHEDULE:		It	is	anticipated	that	the	DOT	
contractor will place the tub girders in early 
2010	when	the	weather	permits.		After	the	
girders are in place, the concrete deck will 
be poured.  It is scheduled for completion 
and	open	to	traffic	for	the	fall	of	2010.

TRAFFIC	IMPACT:		During	the	placing	of	
the	tub	girders	over	Highway	51,	traffic	on	
Highway	51	will	be	reduced	to	two	lanes	in	
each direction.  

Invasive Species Field Trip
& Community Work Party

Pre-registration appreciated.
Contact Amy at Golden Sands Resource

Conservation & Development
715-343-6215 or

thorstea@co.portage.wi.us

Sponsored by Golden Sands RC&D Council, Inc., in 
partnership with: Wausau/Marathon Co Parks, Recreation 
& Forestry Dept., North Central Chapter of WI Woodland 
Owners Assoc., North Central WI Master Gardener Assoc   

Golden Sands RC&D and its partners prohibit discrimina-
tion in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, and marital or family status. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF WAUSAU 
 

CUSTOMER  BILL OF RIGHTS 
 

“WE ARE NEVER MORE IMPORTANT  
THAN THE PEOPLE WE SERVE.” 

 
When doing business with the City of Wausau, customers are 
entitled to prompt, efficient, and easily accessible services. 
Customers who contact any office or employee can expect: 

 
Clear Communication 

Communication with courtesy and respect. 
 

Prompt Response 
All questions answered, a timeline provided and  

an explanation of what they can expect. 
 

Fair and Equal Treatment 
A response without bias concerning their economic,  

social, physical or cultural differences. 
 

Follow Through 
To be informed of the progress of their issue.  
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Previous newsletters introduced the City of Wausau’s CORE VALUES.  
To further support these CORE VALUES, the Department of Public 
Works workforce developed the following CUSTOMER BILL OF RIGHTS, 
which has now been adopted by the entire city workforce.

Public Service 
Employees are 
recognized
A	number	of	City	of	Wausau	Public	Service	
Employees have received top honors and various 
awards this past year.  

Officer Hines has received numerous awards from 
the Wausau Police Department, The  Wisconsin 
Professional Police Association, the National 
Association of Police Organizations, Noon Optimists, 
VFW,	and	Fraternal	Order	of	Eagles.		These	awards	
honor Officer Hines for his quick and decisive actions 
when a subject pulled a knife and attacked Officer 
Timken and him.  Officer Hines drew his weapon and 
shot the subject as the subject was approaching Officer 
Timken with a knife in a threatening manner.

Officer	Maureen	Pilsner,	a	Wausau	Officer	since	
1991	was	named	the	Wisconsin	DARE	Officer	of	
the	Year.		She	received	the	award	at	the	Wisconsin	
DARE	Officers	Association	conference	held	July	
13-15	in	Glendale,	WI.		More	than	6,000	students	
have	graduated	from	Pilsner’s	DARE	(Drug	Abuse	
Resistance	Education)	instruction	over	the	past	11	
years.  

Captain	Ron	Omernick	from	the	Wausau	Fire	
Department was a recent author of an article which 
appeared	in	the	July/August	2009	Wisconsin Fire 
Journal.  He made a number of excellent points to our 
Congressional leaders, informing them of difficulties 
with fire grants and how they can “sell” legislation 
for sprinkler system retrofitting.  With his visit to these 
leaders, he also learned how the fire service can 
bring to their attention the need for them to support 
all of us in our local communities.  This is a good 
example of how we can all work together in support 
of our community.  

And	last,	but	not	least,	Nan	Giese,	The	City	Assessor	
was	awarded	the	2009	Public	Information	Program	
Award by the Wisconsin Association of Assessing 
Officers.  This is in recognition of her efforts to provide 
public information regarding the assessment process.   

We have some very good things to celebrate here in 
Wausau	and	we	are	proud	of	these		Public	Service	
Employees.  

Are You Interested in Running for Elected Office?
The	following	City	of	Wausau	elected	office	positions	will	be	open	for	a	2	year	term	during	the	Spring	2010	election.		Candidates	may	begin	
circulation	of	their	nomination	papers	on	or	after	December	1,	2009.		The	deadline	to	file	candidacy	papers	with	the	City	Clerk	is	by	5:00	pm.,	
on	Tuesday,	January	5,	2010.		To	request	a	candidacy	informational	packet,	email	the	Clerk	at	Kelly.Michaels@ci.wausau.wi.us with your name 
and mailing address and the packet will be sent to you the last week of November.

Elected Office Minimum # of Signatures Maximum # of Signatures
Alderperson	-	12	Districts	 20	 40
Municipal	Judge	 200	 400



City of Wausau Informationregarding Waste Disposal & Recycling
The City provides curbside pick-up of household garbage weekly, recyclables bi-weekly, and a 
special Spring Large Item Pick-Up, Fall Leaf Pick-Up, and seasonal Yard Waste Drop-Off Site.  

Weekly Garbage
Pick-Up Service
The City contracts services with Veolia Environmental Services for weekly collection of trash and 
bi-weekly collection of recyclables. 

The following are specific items regarding their services:
•	 For	safety	purposes,	 trash	needs	to	be	in	hard-sided	containers	no	larger	than	35	gallons,	

with a tightfitting, waterproof cover, and strong handles. When loaded, your garbage 
container cannot weigh more than 50 pounds. If you use plastic bags, please 
place them in a hard-sided container.  If plastic bags are not in a hard-sided container and 
rip open, Veolia is not responsible for cleaning the mess. If you have more than 50 
pounds of trash, please use more than one container.

•	 Residents	who	often	generate	a	larger	amount	of	waste	may	wish	to	rent	a	95-gallon	container	
from	Veolia.	The	rental	rate	is	$2.75	per	month	per	tote.	This	specially	adapted,	two-wheel	
tote allows Veolia to use a hydraulic lift on the garbage truck to dump the containers; this is 
much easier on the collector’s back.

 
•	 Do not place loose trash at the curb; place it in a sealed plastic or metal 

container. Do not place trash at the curb in paper grocery bags or boxes.

•	 There	is	no	limit	on	the	amount	of	trash	that	you	may	place	out	at	the	curb	on	a	weekly	basis.	
However, the trash must be in containers that allow for collection crews to pick it up in a safe 
and efficient manner. 

•	 Examples	of	larger	and	small	household	items	accepted	in	regular	weekly	pick-up:		(NOTE:		
These	items	must	each	weigh	less	than	50	lbs.	and	be	no	larger	than	4	ft.	by	4	ft.)		bathroom	
sinks, bicycles, blankets, broken window panes, clothing, desks, dining room chairs, doors 
(saw	 into	 pieces),	 humidifiers,	 lamps,	 lawn	 chairs,	 luggage,	 plastic	 pails,	 radios,	 small	
furniture	 items,	 tables	 (disassemble),	 toasters,	 toys,	vacuum	cleaners,	water	hoses,	window	
screens.

®

®

The 
following 
standard 
provisions 
for trash 
collection 
are as 
follows:

•	 Residents	must	put	
their	container(s)	
curbside prior 
to	5:45	a.m.	of	
pick-up day but 
not	prior	to	5:00	
p.m. the day 
before pick-up. 
Containers must 
be removed from 
curb	by	8:00	
a.m. the day after 
pick-up.

•	 Containers	must	
be stored out of 
view from the 
front of your 
house.

•	 Yard	waste	will	
NOT	be	picked	
up with garbage.

•	 Up	to	60	pounds	
of construction 
debris, roofing, 
lumber, 
wallboard, etc. 
may be placed 
curbside every 
week.

•	 Do	not	place	
electronic 
items such as 
microwave 
ovens, televisions, 
and computer 
equipment with 
weekly trash. 

•	 If	you	have	
garbage or 
recyclables 
service problems, 
call Veolia at

	 359-6637	or
 City Hall at
	 261-6500.

•	Remember	the	
“One-Day Delay” 
pickup during 
holidays.  There 
will	be	NO	pick-
up the day of the 
holiday.

Christmas Trees
Please place your Christmas trees curbside with your trash for pick-up.  Tree 
sections	CANNOT	exceed	4	feet	in	length,	so	trunks	may	need	to	be	cut.		
There	is	NO	recycling	program	for	trees.



Recycling Works in Wausau!
Your	participation	in	the	City’s	Recycling	Program	is	important	for	Wausau.	Not	only	is	recycling	
valuable to the environment, it is mandated by the state and we receive financial grants based on 
the	amount	collected.	If	the	recycling	amount	goes	down,	so	does	our	financial	assistance!	Residents	
must use a recycling bin that can be identified by Veolia Environmental Services, the company 
contracted by the City to collect trash and recyclables. Following is specific information on Wausau’s 
Recycling	Program.	If	you	have	questions	or	need	further	clarification,	please	contact	the	City	Hall	
Information	Center	at	261-6500	or	Veolia	at	359-6637.	

Veolia	also	has	a	Recyclables	Drop-off	Center	at	their	facility	at	5509	Fuller	Street,	Village	of	
Weston,	where	you	can	take	recyclables.	Their	hours	of	operation	are	8:00	am	to	10:00	pm,	
Monday-Friday	and	8:00	am	to	Noon	on	Saturday.	

®

Container for “Co-Mingle”
(Any	Color	Bin)

#1 Plastics	 Rinse	and	remove	caps	and	rings.		
(Look	at	bottom	for	number	∆.)		No	
kitty litter or ice cream pails, motor 
oil or pesticide bottles!

#2 Plastics	 Rinse	and	remove	caps	and	rings.		
(Look	at	bottom	of	container	for	
number in ∆.)		These	plastics	
include milk jugs, pop bottles and 
detergent bottles.

Glass	 Rinse	and	remove	cap	and	metal	
rings.  Any color glass.   Only 
bottles	and	jars.		DO	NOT	BREAK	
GLASS!		NO	CERAMICS,	DISHES,	
OR	WINDOW/MIRROR	GLASS.

Aluminum Cans	 Do	NOT	crush	cans.		No	pie	pans,	
aluminum foil or scrap aluminum.

Tin/Bi-Metal Cans	 Rinse	cans,	keep	lid	inside,	and	
pinch top.  Labels may stay on 
cans.

Container For
Paper Products/Fibers

Corrugated Cardboard
Look	for	the	“wavy”	middle!		Flatten	boxes;	they	DO	
NOT	need	to	be	tied.

Office Paper, Newspaper, Magazines – Mix Papers
Place	in	a	paper	bag	and	then	place	next	to	
cardboard.  This includes egg cartons, junk mail, 
nonmetallic	wrapping	paper,	pizza	boxes,	cereal	
boxes,	soda/beer	cartons,	newspapers,	books,	etc.

Special Waste-Recyling
Used Motor Oil  

Motor oil should be left curbside on your scheduled 
recycling	day	in	a	plastic	container	with	lid	(milk	jug	
with	lid).

Roof Shingle-Recyling
Please call Veolia for containers and special rates

Batteries
Lead	acid	batteries	(car,	lawnmower,	motorcycle,	etc.).	

Recycling Bins For Sale At City Hall
Residents	must	use	either	the	City-authorized	green	recycling	bin	for	their	recyclables	or	a	sturdy,	brightly	colored	container	labeled	
RECYCLING.	The	standard	green	recycling	containers	are	available	at	Wausau	City	Hall,	407	Grant	Street,	for	$10	each,	and	pull-cart	
recycling	bins	with	wheels	are	available	for	$17	each.

Contact Name Phone # Items

Veolia	Environmental	Services	 359-6637	 Tires,	Appliances,	Furniture,	etc.

Marathon Co. Hazardous Waste 261-1922	 Lead	Based	Paint,	Computers,	Chemicals,	Medical	Needles
301	Alderson	St.,	Schofield	 	 *Closed	Jan.,	Feb.,	&	March	of	2010
 
Veolia Environmental Services 359-2317	 Overflow	Recycling	Materials
  Located on Fuller Street

City Yard Waste Site 261-6960	 Grass	clippings,	Leaves,	Needles	&	Brush



Join United Way Volunteer Connection for . . .

Make A Difference Day
On	October	24,	volunteers	across	the	nation	will	be	engaging	in	projects	that	strengthen	their	communities	
and give hope to others.  Here in Wausau, you can make a difference by taking part in any of four projects:

•	 Leaf Raking for the Elderly and Disabled.
 Support the independence of others by raking or hauling leaves.

•	 Fill A Food Pantry.		Non-perishables	will	be	collected.

•	 Coats for Kids (in partnership with the Kiwanis Club of Wausau). 
 Donate winter outwear for kids and adults.

•	Back 2 Basics Drive.  A collection of toiletry items for those living in shelters.

All	projects	take	place	October	24	at	the	Wausau	National	Guard	Armory,	833	S.	17th Ave., Wausau.  Drop off food, 
clothing,	and	toiletry	donations	from	8	AM-Noon.		Leaf	rakers	and	leaf	haulers	should	report	to	the	armory	between	8-9	AM	to	
pick up raking assignments.  Volunteers may pre-register at www.unitedwaymc.org/madd.htm	or	by	calling	2-1-1.		Spontaneous	
volunteers are also welcome.  A complimentary lunch will be served at the armory for all volunteers.

If you or someone you know in the Greater Wausau area is frail or disabled with no one to help with the 
task of raking, please call 2-1-1	(or	715-848-2255)	as	soon	as	possible	to	request	help.		Every	effort	will	be	made	to	
fulfill raking requests based on volunteer availability.

Join	Make	A	Difference	Day	on	Saturday,	October	24	to	change	lives	right	here	in	Marathon	County.
Busy hands, better world. 

2009 Leaf Collection Schedule
This schedule is subject to change depending on weather conditions.
Please DO NOT rake leaves into the gutter until the weekend before your scheduled collection date.  
The leaves may wash into the storm sewer, clogging inlets and sewer pipes.  Also, the additional amount of leaves traveling 
through the storm sewers add to the amount of leaves in the river, thereby creating an undesirable affect on the environment by 
increasing the organic matter in the river.  PLEASE COOPERATE!
Residents	wishing	to	dispose	of	leaves	prior	to	their	collection	date	may	deposit	leaves	in	the	dumpsters	at	the	yard	waste	site	at	
105	East	Chellis	Street.		Leaves	should	not	be	raked	into	gutters	after	the	scheduled	collection	date.		After	the	scheduled	date	all	
remaining leaves should be taken to the yard waste site for disposal.  

The Yard Waste Site will close at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15, 2009!
WEST SIDE Monday,	October	26 . . . . . . . West City Limits to 28th Avenue
 Tuesday, October 27 . . . . . . . North	City	Limits	to	Randolph	Street
 Wednesday, October 28 . . . . Randolph	Street	South	to	Union	Avenue
	 Thursday,	October	29  . . . . . . Union	Avenue	South	to	Bridge	Street
	 Friday,	October	30  . . . . . . . . Bridge	Street	South	to	Spruce	Street
	 Monday,	November	2  . . . . . . Spruce Street South to Callon Street
	 Tuesday,	November	3  . . . . . . Callon Street South to West Street 
	 Wednesday,	November	4 . . . . West	Street	South	to	Rosecrans	Street
	 Thursday,	November	5 . . . . . . Rosecrans	Street	South	to	Chellis	Street
	 Friday,	November	6 . . . . . . . . Chellis Street South to Lake Wausau

EAST SIDE Monday,	October	26 . . . . . . . North	City	Limits	South	to	Sylvan	Street
 Tuesday, October 27 . . . . . . . Sylvan	Street	to	Brown	Street
 Wednesday, October 28 . . . . Brown	South	to	E.Wausau	Avenue
	 Thursday	October	29 . . . . . . . East Wausau Avenue South to Stark Street 
	 Friday,	October	30  . . . . . . . . Stark Street South to Franklin Street
	 Monday,	November	2			 . . . . . Franklin	Street	South	to	Kickbusch	Street				
	 Tuesday,	November	3  . . . . . . Kickbusch	Street	South	to	Single	Avenue
	 Wednesday,	November	4 . . . . Single Avenue South to McDonald Street
	 Thursday,	November	5 . . . . . . Sturgeon	Eddy	Road	South	to	Weston	Avenue	
	 Friday,	November	6	  . . . . . . . Weston	Avenue	South	to	Kent	Street
	 Monday,	November	9  . . . . . . Kent	Street	South	to	the	South	City	Limits				

If collection progresses faster than anticipated, areas will be checked again on the scheduled date. Any questions should be 
directed	to	the	Department	of	Public	Works	at	261-6960.



WEST SIDE OF WISCONSIN RIVER:
North of W. Wausau Ave. Monday Blue
North of Elm St., South of W. Monday YellowWausau Ave. & East of USH 51 
South of Elm St. & North of Stewart Ave. Tuesday Blueincluding entire area West of USH 51 
South of Stewart Ave. & North of Thomas St. Tuesday Yellow
South of Thomas St. Wednesday Blue

EAST SIDE OF WISCONSIN RIVER:
North of Marquardt Rd. & East of railroad tracks Wednesday Blue
North of Nina Ave.& South of Marquardt Rd. including
homes West of the railroad tracks to Evergreen Rd. Wednesday Yellow

South of Nina Ave. & North of Hamilton St. Thursday Blue
South of Hamilton St. & North of Kickbusch St. Thursday Yellow
South of Kickbusch St., North of McDonald
St. & East of Northwestern Rd. Friday Blue

South of McDonald St. & entire area
West of Northwestern Rd. Friday Yellow

For specific recycling map information, please visit the following link on Wausau’s website:
 http://www.ci.wausau.wi.us/Portals/0/Services/Refuse/Documents/Recycling_Schedule_Map.pdf

2010 Recycling Collection Calendar
Refer to the table and the calendar to determine your recycling and garbage pick-up day.  If you have any questions as to whether 
you live in a blue or yellow collection area, call City Hall at 261-6500.  Residents are recommended to use a City authorized green 
recycling bin for recycling to be identified by the drivers.  Recycling bins should be set out with garbage containers between the 
hours of 5:00 pm the day before pick-up and 5:45 a.m. the day of  collection, and containers should be removed from the curbside 
area by 8:00 a.m. the day after pick-up.  Between pick-ups, bins and containers should be kept where they are not visible from 
the front of your property.  Keep this schedule for future reference and remember the holiday schedule of a “day delay” pick-up.

JANUARY
       1 2
 3  4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31

FEBRUARY
  1 2 3 4  5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12  13
 14 15 16 17 18 19  20
 21 22 23 24 25 26  27
 28

MARCH
  1 2 3 4  5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12  13
 14 15 16 17 18 19  20
 21 22 23 24 25 26  27
 28 29 30 31

APRIL
   1  1 2 3 
 4 5 6  7 8 9 10 
 11 12  13  14 15 16  17
 18 19  20  21 22 23 24
 25 26  27 28 29 30

MAY
       1 1
 2  3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
 30 31

JULY
     1 2 3 
 4 5 6  7 8 9 10 
 11 12  13  14 15 16  17
 18 19  20  21 22 24 24
 25 26  27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST
 1 2 3 4 5  6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13  14
 15 16 17 18 19 20  21
 22 23 24 25 26 27  28
 29 30 31

SEPTEMBER
     1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER
      1 1 2
 3  4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31

NOVEMBER
  1 2 4 4  5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12  13
 14 15 16 17 18 19  20
 21 22 24 24 25 26  27
 28 29 30

DECEMBER
     1 2 3 4 
 6 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE
    1 2 3 4 5 
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 
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Have you
heard of
Perhaps you are new to the Wausau area or you’ve tasted a delicious rib at 
the	Big	Bull	Falls	BBQ	Ribfest	or	enjoyed	a	free	summer	concert	on	the	square	
this past summer.  If that’s the case, you need to know that Wausau Area 
Events produces these events and many more. 

Wausau Area Events is a non-profit organization that spends hours upon 
hours coordinating fun-filled events for the residents of Wausau and 
surrounding	community	to	take	part	in.		Some	of	these	events	include:	
Exhibitour,	Screen	on	the	Green,	Concerts	on	the	Square,	Marketplace	
Thursdays,	Big	Bull	Falls	Blue	Fest	and	the	Big	Bull	Falls	BBQ	Ribfest	along	
with	the	Balloon	Rally	and	Glow,	Harvest	Fest	and	the	Holiday	Parade.		

These community events help bring families and friends together and are a 
wonderful asset to Wausau., as well as adding much needed tourism dollars 
into the area. As a non-profit organization, they depend on the community 
they serve for volunteers and donations.  

By	donating	to	their	organization,	you	become	a	“Friend”	of	Wausau Area 
Events	and	as	a	“Friend”,	you	are	entitled	to	some	nice	perks.		Those	perks	
include:
•	Your	name	appearing	in	their	program	booklet
•	Your	name	will	be	printed	on	their	website
•	You	will	receive	event	email	blasts

Please	consider	becoming	a	“Friend”	to	Wausau Area Events by calling their 
office	at	(715)	843-0748	or	stop	by	(316	Scott	Street)	and	share	your	questions,	
concerns or comments.  Their website is www.WausauAreaEvents.org
Every Little Bit Helps! Thank you.

City Square
Plans Approved!
The	plans	for	an	enhanced	City	Square	were	approved	by	
the	Common	Council	on	August	11th.  The design provides 
for additional amenities and aesthetic enhancements 
while retaining the openness so many users love!  The 
enhancements include additional seating, perimeter trees and 
vegetation, a performance stage, and fountain.  Wausau 
Area Events, Inc, the major event planning organization 
for the block and Parks Director Bill Duncanson have both 
placed their stamp of approval on the plans indicating that 
the enhancements will provide efficiencies in maintaining the 
block and provide additional event opportunities.

Fund	raising	began	immediately	after	the	Council	vote	
when	the	Mayor	happily	accepted	a	$1,000	check	
from a couple who were in attendance for a separate 
item on the agenda.  Donations have been coming in to 
both	City	Hall	and	the	Community	Foundation	of	North	
Central Wisconsin ever since.  

How can you make a tax deductible contribution to the 
beloved	City	Square?		The	Fund	Raising	Committee	has	
provided	multiple	convenient	ways	to	donate:

Community Foundation
of North Central Wisconsin:
Online at www.cfoncw.org
Via	mail	at	Community	Foundation
of North Central Wisconsin
500	First	Street,	Suite	2600
Wausau	WI	54403

City of Wausau:
Via	Mail	or	In	Person	at:
407	Grant	Street,	Wausau	WI	54403

Participating Area Financial Institutions:
Associated Bank Bank of Wausau
Cloverbelt Credit Union CoVantage Credit Union
Integrity	First	Bank	 Marathon	Savings	Bank
M&I	Bank	 Peoples	State	Bank
River	Valley	Bank

A receipt of your tax deductible contribution will be 
provided.

This	is	a	great	opportunity	to	support	the	City	Square	
green space for your enjoyment today and for the many 
generations to come!

Neighborhood Sector Meetings
The	Wausau	Police	Department	will	again	host	neighborhood	sector	meetings	in	2010.		These	meetings	provide	citizens	an	opportunity	to	share	
neighborhood concerns and other enforcement issues they would like the police department to focus on.  Officers can educate citizens on national 
and local crime trends and how best they can help improve the quality of life for residents in their neighborhood.

The WEST side sector meeting will be held at John Muir Middle School in the auditorium on
Thursday, February 4th, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

The EAST side sector meeting will be held in the Council Chambers at Wausau City Hall on
Thursday, February 11th, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.



Page 8 Wausau Works for You

Everything I read and hear in 
the news media tells me housing 
values have dropped over the 
past year so why hasn’t my 
assessment dropped? 

Wouldn’t my property taxes go 
down if the assessor lowered 
home values in our community? 

The family across the street was 
foreclosed on by the bank who 
sold their home for a lot less than 
the assessed value. Isn’t that 
proof my assessment should be 
lowered? 

Why am I paying taxes on an 
assessment that’s higher than my 
property is worth? 

Questions	like	these	are	being	asked	by	
homeowners nationwide as we struggle 
to make sense of the current economic 
climate. In each case, the property 
owner is concerned about the value of 
their assessment. This pamphlet was 
developed to assist residential property 
owners in understanding how real estate 
trends affect their assessment and how 
the assessed value relates to the property 
tax bill. 

Everything I read and hear in 
the news media tells me housing 
values have dropped over the 
past year so why hasn’t my 
assessment dropped? 

In Wisconsin, we’ve been fortunate that 
our property values are weathering the 
market relativity well compared to many 
other areas of the country. While the 
news media portrays values as dropping, 
it speaks to an overall trend in some 
areas and doesn’t take into account 
a specific neighborhood or specific 
properties. In actuality, some communities, 
and some neighborhoods, have seen 
values	increase;	many	neighborhoods	
are experiencing fewer sales yet 

values	remain	relatively	stable;	and	a	
few neighborhoods have experienced 
foreclosures and short sales that have 
driven market values lower. It’s the latter 
neighborhoods that capture news media 
attention. 

If your municipality happens to be 
conducting a revaluation this year, then 
your assessment will reflect the most 
probable market value. A revaluation sets 
all	properties	at	market	value	as	of	Jan	1	
and establishes the relationships of one 
property to another. Those relationships 
remain until the next revaluation. If 
your community is not conducting 
a revaluation this year, then your 
assessment will likely not be adjusted if 
the only change occurring is the same 
market adjustment that the rest of the 
community is experiencing. Just as your 
assessment didn’t go up each year when 
property values where rapidly increasing, 
your assessment will not be adjusted 
downward just because values are 
declining. The reason for this is twofold. 
If all values are going up or all values 
are going down, it doesn’t change the 
relationship of one property to another 
and therefore doesn’t change the tax bill. 

Secondly,	in	order	to	contain	costs,	
most municipalities do not perform 
a revaluation every year. It is the 
revaluation process that adjusts 
everybody’s value to reflect those 
properties which have sold. 

Wouldn’t my property taxes go 
down if the assessor lowered 
home values in our community? 

Not necessarily. To illustrate how the 
levy affects your assessment we’ll look 
at	Badgertown;	a	community	of	two.	
Each resident owns a house valued at 
$100,000.	Badgertown’s	tax	levy	is	
$2,000;	the	amount	needed	to	cover	its	
expenses.	Since	each	resident	owns	50%	
of	the	total	property,	they	each	pay	50%	

The following was developed by the Wisconsin Department of 
Revenue and Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers.

Property Assessments in a 
Declining Market

Are high energy costs 
getting you down?

You may qualify for the 
Home Energy Plus program!

Marathon County residents 
please call: Energy Services 
at 842-3111

The Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program 
(WHEAP)	provides	assistance	for	heating	costs,	
electric costs, and energy crisis situations.  
Operating with federal and state funding, the 
program provides assistance to approximately 
150,000	Wisconsin	households	annually.

WHEAP assistance is a one-time payment during 
the	heating	season	(October	1	–	May	15).		The	
funding pays a portion of the heating costs, but the 
payment is not intended to cover the entire cost of 
heating a residence.  The amount of the heating 
assistance benefit varies depending on a variety 
of factors, including the household’s size, income, 
and heating costs.  In most cases the heating 
assistance benefit is paid directly to the household 
energy supplier.

This fall, household income guidelines are 
increasing substantially.  This means that many 
more	households	in	Marathon	County	may	be	
eligible	for	a	benefit	–	but	you	won’t	know	unless	
you apply.

2009-2010 Energy Assistance
Income Guidelines

 Number in 1 month 3 months Ann. Income
 household (GROSS) (GROSS) (GROSS)

	 1	 $1,953	 $5,859	 $23,435
	 2	 $2,554	 $7,661	 $30,645
	 3	 $3,155	 $9,464	 $37,856
	 4	 $3,756	 $11,267	 $45,067
	 5	 $4,356	 $13,069	 $52,277
	 6	 $4,957	 $14,872	 $59,488
	 7	 $5,070	 $15,210	 $60,840
	 8	 $5,183	 $15,548	 $62,192
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of the levy giving them each a tax bill of 
$1,000.

If property values in Badgertown go up 
10%,	then	each	property	is	assessed	at	
$110,000.	The	amount	they	pay	in	taxes,	
however, remains the same. Each resident 
still	owns	50%	of	the	total	property	in	
Badgertown	and	must	pay	50%	of	the	
$2,000	tax	levy	or	$1,000.	And	what	if	
values	start	dropping?	Residents’	property	
might	drop	to	$80,000	each	but	because	
they	each	still	own	50%	of	the	property,	
and Badgertown still needs to collect 
$2,000,	they	will	continue	to	see	a	$1,000	
property tax bill. 

The family across the street was 
foreclosed on by the bank who sold 
their home for a lot less than the 
assessed value. Isn’t that proof that 
my assessment should be lowered? 

Usually	not.	Foreclosed	properties	are	being	
marketed under duress and frequently sell 
at discount prices. While there have been 
more	foreclosure-related	sales	during	2008	
and	2009	than	any	time	during	the	past	
20	years,	foreclosure	sales	have	always	
been part of the market. In this downturn, 
Wisconsin has fared better than most states 
as real estate values adjust to the economic 
climate. Just as foreclosure-related sales 
are frequently not an indicator of market 
value when values are rising, they are 
not necessarily an indicator of value in 
a declining market and are not normally 
considered by the assessor when determining 
the market value of property in a community. 
In fact, Wisconsin law, appraisal standards, 

and Wisconsin courts, require very specific 
criteria for a sale to be considered as a 
reliable indicator of market value. Two of the 
most important of these criteria are whether 
the	sale	occurred	under	duress	(such	as	a	
forced	sale)	and	whether	the	property	had	
adequate	market	exposure.	For	example,	a	
property that sells two weeks after it’s listed 
may have sold quickly because it was under-
priced. This may be an indication of a duress 
situation, requiring closer review by the 
assessor, to verify whether is was an arms 
length transaction. In most cases, looking at 
non-foreclosure sales is the most reliable way 
to gauge what is actually happening with 
neighborhood values.

There are times when the majority of homes 
that are selling in your neighborhood tend 
to be around the same price as foreclosure-
related sales. In this case, they may 
represent a reasonable picture of market 
value. 

Why am I paying taxes on an 
assessment that’s higher than my 
property is worth? 

Property owners know their assessment is 
used to calculate their December tax bill. 
What many taxpayers find confusing is 
that the assessment is only one part of the 
equation for computing the property tax. 
The other variable used to compute property 
taxes is the tax levy. 

The levy represents the budgets established 
by the municipality, schools, etc. to 
cover their expenses. Those expenses 
are apportioned among property owners 
according to the percentage of ownership 

they have in the total property of the 
municipality. Thus, the actual tax bill is 
dependant on both the amount of all the 
taxing jurisdiction levies and the proportion 
of your assessment to the total value of 
property	in	the	community.	If	you	own	1%	
of the property value in your community, 
then	you	will	pay	1%	of	the	tax	levy.	It	is	the	
proportion of your assessment to the total 
value of the community that affects your tax 
bill, not the assessment number itself. 

Said	another	way,	your	municipality	must	
collect	a	certain	amount;	no	more,	no	less.	
It divides that amount among all owners 
in proportion to the amount of property 
they own. Whether the property in the 
municipality	is	assessed	at	90%	of	market	
value	or	110%	of	its	market	value	has	no	
effect on your particular tax bill so long as 
your neighbors are also being assessed at 
that	same	90%	or	110%.	This	is	the	concept	
of uniformity and the basis for Wisconsin 
tax law. 

An increase or decrease in the 
assessment of an individual 
property does not predict whether 
the tax bill for that property will go 
up, down, or remain the same.

If you have any questions or would 
like further information please feel 
free to visit or call the Assessment 
Department at 715-261-6600.

Property Assessments

Elderly & Disabled Housing Available!
Are	you	over	62	years	old	or	disabled	and	in	need	of	affordable	housing?	The	City	of	Wausau	Community	Development	Authority	has	two	
apartment	buildings	available	for	elderly	or	disabled	individuals	and	couples.	Both	buildings	are	subsidized	and	residents	pay	only	30%	of	
their	gross	adjusted	income.	Riverview	Towers	is	located	on	Grand	Avenue	and	offers	one	bedroom	apartments,	garage	parking,	a	noon	meal	
service	through	the	Aging	and	Disability	Resource	center,	as	well	as	many	other	amenities	and	services.	Kannenberg	Plaza	also	has	one	bedroom	
apartments	and	is	located	on	Merrill	Avenue.	Residents	enjoy	various	social	activities,	a	quiet	location,	and	many	of	the	same	services	offered	at	
Riverview	Towers.	For	more	information	and	applications,	please	visit	the	City’s	website	at	www.ci.wausau.wi.us/ and check under departments 
for	Community	Development.	The	CDA	can	also	be	reached	at	845-4144.	We	look	forward	to	meeting	your	affordable	housing	needs!



Near North:
Biggby Coffee on
320 East Bridge St
– A Drive-Thru
 Success!

Coffee is the second most valuable 
commodity	after	oil.		More	than	50%	of	
Americans drink coffee and that calculates to 
at	least	three	cups	each,	or	more	than	330	
million cups consumed daily.  What that 
adds up to is good news for Tom Belongia, 
33,	who	just	opened	BIGGBY	COFFEE	on	
320	East	Bridge	Street	in	Wausau.		

An	Antigo	native,	Mr.	Belongia	has	put	his	
heart and soul into the business and he wants 
all of Wausau to see, smell and taste why.  
You	can’t	miss	his	drive-thru,	the	ORANGE	
Big B welcome!  It is filled with contemporary 
style, hot new colors, flavors, and prices that 
are sure to fit everyone’s budget.  There are 
outdoor areas offered to relax with your fine 
cup of flavored java.  And, there is more 
than	just	coffee	drinks	to	pick	from:	“hot	
caramel cider” treats and iced-drinks like 
“mint chip freeze” or “vanilla bean over ice.”  
Welcome	BIGGBY	COFFEE	to	Wausau!

Young’s Drug Store
also re-Locates to the
Bridge Street Location!

Welcome to Young’s new location, a drug 
store that has already been a tradition 
in	the	Wausau	area	for	more	than	25	
years.		Owner	Forest	Young	is	proud	of	
the fact that this business began with his 
grandfather, Ed Young and the family has 
been committed ever since.  Using the 
latest technology, including automated 
dispensing, the safety and efficiency of 
prescription refills equals convenience to the 
customer.		The	new	store	on	Bridge	Street	
offers an accessible, visible location.  The 
Store	accepts	electronic	prescriptions	from	
your doctor and has a website, if you are 
interested in learning more about their long-
term products and care.  Visit them online at  
http://youngsdrugstore.com/ or at their East 
Bridge	Street	location!

Franklin School
(Balloon donated by Handcrafted Furniture)

The photo above is “First Day of School” and 
shows off nicely the improved property.

Partnering	with	the	Wausau	School	system,	
private funding sources and utilizing federally 
awarded Community Development Block 
Grant	Funds,	The	Community	Development	
Department for the City of Wausau assisted 
with the demolition of four buildings and 
the removal of a decaying parking lot in 
preparation of re-development.  The school 
then took the lead with much input from Jon 
Euting,	Principal	of	Franklin,	to	re-develop	
the site into the safe, beautiful play area 
that	you	see	today.		Mayor	Jim	Tipple	in	
support of the project believes “that when 
partnerships like this are formed, possibilities 
are unlimited.”  In completing the project, 
the City is in sync with the North Downtown 
Area Master Plan as adopted, where 
recommendations published the need to 
provide changes to increase safety and 
functionality of the site.    

Community Development’s Portrait of Positive Change
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Rasmussen College’s Construction
Classes to begin January 4, 2010

Already	located	in	Green	Bay,	Rasmussen	College	has	begun	construction	
on	1101	Westwood	Drive,	near	our	hospital	campus.		Rasmussen	College	
is a career-focused educational resource poised to offer good benefits to 
Wausau.   Bachelor’s Degrees will be conferred at the campus or via on-line 
involvement with the College.  The college is  recruiting for key employment 
positions	in	Wausau.		According	to	their	June	9th	2009	Press	Release,	these	
positions include academic, campus operations, financial and student services.  
Rasmussen	College’s	presence	already	is	enhancing	the	quality	of	life	for	
Wausau’s residents by offering opportunities for new careers and, in the future, 
offering more opportunities for young people to afford to stay in Wausau.  



Community Development’s Home Down Payment Assistance Program Update:

The	Community	Development	Department	has	assisted	low	and	extremely	low	income	home	buyers	for	more	than	15	years.		2009	is	
reportedly	the	most	active,	given	the	economy’s	downturn	in	the	last	year.		Community	Development	Department	Staff	reports	that	the	Down	
Payment	Program,	where	HUD	qualified	homebuyers	receive	$4,000	down	payment	assistance	when	they	contribute	at	least	$1,000,	to	
purchase	a	home	has	increased	significantly.		The	program	served	9	individuals/families	for	all	of	2008	yet	the	number	through	August	of	
2009	is	now	already	18	served.		The	program	is	projected	to	serve	as	many	as	30	individuals/families	by	the	end	of	2009.		High	usage	
of	the	program	can	be	attributed	to	the	fact	that	the	assistance	can	be	utilized	alongside	the	$8,000	tax	credit	(offer	to	qualifying	first	time	
homebuyers)	and	to	the	economic	reality	that	the	market	today	is	favoring	buyers	(increased	supply	of	homes)	over	sellers.		The	assistance	
program helps not only these individuals and their families but also helps to add stability to home values throughout our neighborhoods.

Glass Hat’s 
Restoration Project

The temperance movement in 
the	United	States	was	going	
strong	in	the	1800’s	when	many	
paintings were altered to reflect 
the new values of Prohibition.  
Interestingly, a historical 
painting exhibits two different 
versions	of	President	George	
Washington and his men.  The 
men stand in relaxed stances, 
arguably it is after a long day

of policy and war-making.  In the first picture, an alcohol 
bottle	sits	on	a	table	and	Washington’s	hand	has	a	‘glass’	
with	wine	in	it	but	in	the	second,	the	‘glass’	has	been	
mysteriously	replaced	by	a	‘hat.’		The	‘hat’	version	was	the	
only allowable painting shown during Prohibition
http://www.history.jaybriar.com/prohibition.index.html.  

Gisela	Marks,	one	of	the	owners	of	the	Glass	Hat	at	1203	North	
Third	Street	tells	a	different	story	depicting	the	history	of	the	
name	of	this	tavern.		Marks	surmises	a	chandelier	resembling	a	
hat	sparked	the	name	“Glass	Hat,”	the	same	name	used	since	
the	early	1940’s.		While	the	exact	origins	of	the	name	“Glass	
Hat” have yet to be uncovered, we do know it to be the oldest 
tavern	in	Wausau	and,	according	to	Marks,	and	to	tavern	goers	
everywhere, there is also much new to be enjoyed.  

Ownership	of	the	Glass	Hat	is	shared	between	Mary	and	
Jim	Scheffler,	Irmgard	Fuss	and	Gisela	Marks.		The	tavern	
resembles photos depicting the original tavern as the goal 
of the restoration project was to offer a space that attracts 
neighborhood people but retains the feel of the original 
building.  What could be saved was used, what was known 
to be the original was replicated. 

The City of Wausau’s Community Development Department 
supported the owners’ idea to renovate the building years ago.  
The Department assisted her by soliciting	Mudrovich	Architects	
that drafted the renderings of the outside.  The Department 
assisted	also	by	helping	her	to	apply	for	funds	from	Marathon	
County’s	Development	Corporation	(or	MCDEVCO.)		The	City’s	
departments aspire to assist wherever possible, to maintain 
businesses, as well as support the upgrade of commercial 
structures within the Wausau metro area.  Any local business 
wishing to enhance their façade may contact the Department at 
261-6686	or	261-6683	for	assistance.
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Fire Safety
Reminders

By: Ronald Omernick,
City of Wausau Fire Marshal

The	City	of	Wausau	Fire	Department	wishes	the	citizens	of	the	
City of Wausau a very happy fall and winter season.  As summer 

slips away, we need to take action so that we will be safe through 
the	upcoming	colder	weather.	Items	of	concern	for	the	Wausau	Fire	

Department	are:	

We ask that residents take the time to shovel out your nearest fire 
hydrant.	In	a	fire	situation,	seconds	really	count.	Finding	a	hydrant	
during the winter months under piles of snow and ice can be very 
difficult. Digging it out during an emergency will waste precious seconds. 
Fire	crews	need	working	room	around	the	hydrant	too,	so	please	shovel	
at	least	36”	around	it.	

Have	you	had	your	furnace	checked	over	recently?		The	Wausau	Fire	
Department recommends that homeowners have their furnace checked 
by a trained person on an annual basis to insure that the unit is working 
properly.  This not only reduces fire incidents, but also protects you and 
your family from carbon monoxide poisoning. This is also a good time 
to check your carbon monoxide detectors and smoke detectors. Clean 
around the units according to the manufacturers instructions and make 
sure that fresh batteries have been installed. 

Any clutter around your house?  Now is a great time to get rid of those 
things that you no longer need. Clean your home and reduce the fire load.  

Have you practiced your home fire escape plan with your family lately?  
There should be two ways out of every room. Do your windows and 
doors work properly and do your children know how to work all of 
them? Do your children know where the phones are located and how to 
operate	them	so	that	they	can	call	911	in	an	emergency?

Have your children been introduced to the safe neighbors around your 
home? Who can they go to if they have an emergency? Are there 
any neighborhood pets that might bite your children if they go to a 
neighbor’s home for help? What if your children have a sleepover at a 
friend’s house? Did they practice a fire safe plan over there?

These are all very basic, but vital things to plan for so that your family 
remains	FIRE	SAFE.		The	Wausau	Fire	Department	wishes	all	of	you	a	
Happy	and	Safe	Fall	and	Winter	Season.



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 600

Wausau, WI

CITY OF WAUSAU
407 Grant Street

Wausau, WI 54403

POSTAL PATRON
***ECRWSS***

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 600

Wausau, WI

CITY OF WAUSAU
407 Grant Street

Wausau, WI 54403

POSTAL PATRON
***ECRWSS***

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 600

Wausau, WI

CITY OF WAUSAU
407 Grant Street

Wausau, WI 54403

POSTAL PATRON
***ECRWSS***

Page 12 Wausau Works for You

 
 
Preparation
The	City	of	Wausau	is	partnering	with	the	U.	S.	
Census Bureau to ensure that all residents are 
accounted	for	in	next	year’s	April	1,	2010	Census.

Why do we take the Census?

•	The	U.	S.	Constitution	(Article1,	Section	2)	mandates	
a	headcount	every	10	years,	of	everyone	residing	in	
the	United	States:		in	all	50	states,	Puerto	Rico,	and	
the island areas.  This includes people of all ages, 
races, ethnic groups, citizens, and noncitizens.  

•	The	population	totals	from	this	census	will	determine	
the number of seats each state has in the House of 
Representatives.		States	also	use	the	totals	to	redraw	
their legislative districts

•	The	U.	S.	Census	Bureau	must	submit	state	
population	totals	to	the	President	of	the	United	States	
by	December	31,	2010.

•	The	federal	government	uses	census	numbers	to	
allocate	more	than	$300	billion	in	federal	funds	
annually for community programs and services, 
such as education, housing and community 
development, health care services for the elderly, 
job training and more.

•	State,	local	and	tribal	governments	use	census	
information for planning and allocating funds for 
new school construction, libraries and other public 
buildings, highway safety and public transportation 

systems, new roads and bridges, location of police 
and fire departments, and many other projects.

•	Community	organizations	use	census	information	to	
develop social service programs, community action 
projects, senior lunch program and child-car centers.

•	The	numbers	help	businesses	identify	where	to	locate	
factories, shopping centers, movie theaters, banks 
and	offices	–	activities	that	often	lead	to	new	jobs.

The	2010	Census	will	have	one	of	the	shortest	census	
questionnaires	in	the	history	of	the	United	States,	
dating	back	to	the	nation’s	first	census	in	1790.		The	
2010	Census	will	ask	for	name,	gender,	age,	race,	
ethnicity, relationship and whether the householder 
owns or rents their home.  The census form will take 
only	about	10	minutes	on	average	to	complete,	and	
answers are protected by law and strictly confidential.

The	U.S.	Census	Bureau	has	contacted	the	City	of	
Wausau asking for permission to  allow City Hall 
and various public buildings such as grocery stores, 
libraries, malls, and schools to be used as a “Be 
Counted” site.  This means that residents who feel that 
they may not receive a census questionnaire may stop 
at any “Be Counted” site to pick one up, fill it out and 
place it in the locked box provided by the Census 
Bureau.  This program is expected to be available 
January	and	February	2010.	

Further	information	will	be	posted	in	upcoming	news	
articles and further information can be obtained from 
the	U.	S.	Census	website	at	www.census.gov.
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