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Mission Statement… In response to our citizens, we will provide services in the most effective
manner in order to promote and enhance our living environment. | Plan and encourage positive
growth. | Promote a positive community image by encouraging citizen involvement and civic pride.

WausauWorks
for you!

Spring/Summer 2007

Wausau is a great community!  As I travel around and speak to the various 
service organizations, I am touched with the great spirit of volunteerism and 
generosity within our City.  People really do care and you too, can make a 
difference!  Whether it is helping a neighbor, starting an N2N (Neighbor-to-
Neighbor) Group, getting involved with an Earth Day Clean-up, volunteering 
at a neighborhood school or church, donating blood, or simply helping our 
Police Department, you make our community a safer place to live.  

The City Services Survey results have been tabulated and are included in 
this newsletter. We are very pleased with the results and thank everyone for 
their input and participation in this process. This data will help us be more 
responsive to your needs.  Please see the summarized results in this issue, or 
view the entire survey online.

Economic development continues to grow within our City as evidenced by 
the Equalized Valuation Rate increase of 8.98% (market value determined 
by the State).  This represents the largest increase for Wausau in over ten 
years, reflecting real growth such as new construction and property value 
increases due to appreciation and inflation. 

The Wausau/Weston Fire Agreement was extended for two more years.  
This agreement has saved Wausau taxpayer dollars and has made the 
two communities more efficient in the delivery of services. We continue to 
work with other communities toward achieving agreements that will save 
additional taxpayer dollars.

A big “Thank You” goes out to the City crews for all their accomplishments 
despite many weather created obstacles.  It is their dedication that makes 
Wausau a great place to live!  We also appreciate the patience of City 
residents during these times.

As you prepare for the upcoming summer months, be sure to note the variety 
of activities in the Calendar Insert and retain this for your reference. It is a 
great time to enjoy our community with your family and friends.
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100th Birthday Celebration
Marathon County Public Library
On Sunday, April 15th, the Marathon County Public Library is celebrating 
its 100th Birthday with a party at the Wausau Headquarters Library located at 
300 N. First Street. You are invited to join the afternoon of rock music from Andy 
Zynda and the Spankin’ Monkeys, harmonies from the Golden Glow Barbershop 
Quartet, birthday cake, punch, storybook characters, special birthday story-times, 
face painting, free trolley rides and much, much more. Mark you calendars and 
celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime milestone. The fun starts at 1:30 p.m.!  



Legal Specifics of Wisconsin’s 
“Move Over Law”
For the safety of law enforcement officers as well as roadside emergency responders, 
Wisconsin has a “Move Over Law” requiring motorists to shift lanes or slow down in 
order to provide a safety zone for a squad car, ambulance, fire truck, tow truck, or any 
highway maintenance vehicle that is stopped along the side of the road with its warning 
lights flashing.  

Drivers have two options for creating a safety zone.  If the road has more than one lane 
that moves traffic in the same direction, and you can switch lanes safely, you must move 
over to vacate the lane closest to the law enforcement or other emergency services vehicle.  
If the road has a single lane or you cannot move over safely, you must reduce your speed.

Failure of motorists to move over is one of the reasons motor vehicle crashes kill more on-
duty law enforcement officers than any other cause.  Obeying the “Move Over Law” will 
prevent needless crashes and help protect motorists as well as officers and emergency 
highway responders.  Citations range from $172 to $249 with a 3 demerit point driver’s 
license assessment.

An Exception to Wisconsin’s 
“Red Light Law”
During a recent “Neighborhood Meeting,” a resident wanted the City of Wausau to 
change the timing sequence of the traffic control signals at McIndoe and 5th Streets.  
He stated that while stopped with his motorcycle on McIndoe Street, his red light never 
changes to green.  

The traffic control signals at McIndoe and 5th Streets are activated by magnetic fields 
that are triggered by the metal content in a vehicle. Many motorcycles are unable to 
trigger a green light sequence due to low metal content.  A newly enacted law allows 
motorcyclists, moped operators and bicyclists that are facing a red traffic control signal 
to proceed cautiously through an intersection before the light turns green if: 1) the 
operator reasonably believes the traffic signal is vehicle activated; 2) no other vehicles 
are present to activate the signal; 3) the operator has stopped at the red light for at least 
45 seconds; and 4) the operator yields the right-of-way to vehicles proceeding through 
on a green signal and to pedestrians and bicyclists in the crosswalk or intersection.

Safety City will again be held this summer at Thomas Jefferson 
School, starting June 11th and running three weeks. The program is targeted for 
children that are 5 years old, and scheduled for Kindergarten in the Fall of 2007. It is 
run jointly by the Wausau School District and the Wausau Police Department and trains 
youngsters in such areas as bicycle, pedestrian and bus safety, safety around strangers 
and safety from poisons.

Registration forms can be picked up at the Wausau Police Department or at a Wausau 
School District Elementary School/ Pre-school. There is a $10.00 fee for the 
program and children must live within the Wausau School District. (Please 
do not enroll your child if they have attended in previous years.) Forms 
must be returned to the Wausau Police Department.  Parents will then be 
contacted as to which week their child will attend.  The program is on 
a first-come first-serve basis.  Please contact Safety Officer Maureen L. 
Pilsner at the Wausau Police Department at 261-7853, if you have any 
questions or requests for financial assistance.

There are three sessions per day.  Each is 1 ½ hour long, and the 
program runs for one week. Session times are as follows. 8:30 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

National 
Night Out
Neighborhoods throughout the 
Wausau area are invited to 
join forces with thousands of 
communities nationwide for the 
24th Annual “National Night 
Out” crime prevention event.

National Night Out is 
designed to:  heighten crime 
and drug abuse prevention 
awareness; generate support 
for and participation in local 
anti-crime efforts; strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and 
police-community partnerships; 
and send a message to 
criminals letting them know 
neighborhoods are organized 
and fighting back.  

On the evening of August 7th, 
residents in neighborhoods 
throughout the Wausau area 
and across the nation are 
encouraged to lock their 
doors, turn on outside lights, 
and participate by holding 
neighborhood gatherings.

Plan to share some good times 
with your neighbors and show 
that your neighborhood is proud 
to support the resistance of 
crime and drugs.  If you would 
like to hold a National Night 
Out event in your neighborhood 
you may contact Debra Burgess 
at dburgess@wausau.k12.wi.us 
or 715-261-0665.  National 
Night Out activity ideas and 
crime and substance abuse 
prevention materials are 
available upon request.
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Metro Ride 
to Reduce 
Services 
During 
Summer 
Months
Metro Ride (Wausau 
Area Transit System) 
will discontinue the 
following services 
during the summer 
months: 

n Saturday Bus 
Service and 
Paratransit 
Service will be 
discontinued 
after May 19th.  
Saturday Bus 
Service will resume 
on September 8th.

n All “Express 
Routes” will be 
discontinued when 
the school year 
ends.  “Express 
Routes” will resume 
when Wausau 
School District 
classes resume in 
September.  An 
updated Express 
Route Guide will 
be available in 
August.

For information 
regarding Metro Ride 
bus routes, schedules, 
fares, or Paratransit 
Service, call at     
842-9287.
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Major Road Projects
For up-to-date information regarding the USH 51/STH 29 
corridor projects, please go to www.5129wausau.com 

PROJECT: Bridge Street Relocation

SCHEDULE:  Ongoing thru November 2007

DESCRIPTION:  The Bridge Street Bridge over USH 51 will be relocated slightly to the south.  
Bridge Street will be reconstructed from 17th Avenue to Westwood Drive, aligning with the new 
intersection of Bridge Street and Westwood.  The intersection of 17th Avenue and Bridge Street 
will also be reconstructed.  Sidewalks will be constructed along this segment.  

TRAFFIC IMPACT:  The entire interchange is closed to all traffic.  To cross the highway, motorists 
must either go north and use CTH U (Merrill Avenue) or go south and use either Stewart Avenue 
or State Highway 52.  It is anticipated that starting in September, traffic will be able to travel on 
Bridge Street to cross Highway 51.  The southbound off and on ramps are scheduled to open in 
late September or early October.  The northbound off and on ramps are scheduled to open in 
late November.  The intersection work at 17th Avenue is scheduled for the months of June, July 
and August. The intersection will remain open to traffic while it is under construction.

PROJECT: Street Reconstruction–Elm Street from 3rd Avenue to 17th Avenue

SCHEDULE:  May to November, 2007

DESCRIPTION:  Elm Street will be reconstructed.  The project consists of new curb and gutter, 
asphalt, sanitary sewer and water laterals, storm sewer and sidewalks.

TRAFFIC IMPACT:  The street will be closed to thru traffic.  It is anticipated that Elm Street will be 
constructed in phases.  Property owners should have access to their driveways for most of the 
construction.

PROJECT: Curb, Gutter & Pavement Projects:  
 5th Avenue – Bridge Street to Merrill Avenue
 Knox Street – 4th Avenue to 6th Avenue
 Bopf Street – 11th Avenue to 17th Avenue
 Rosecrans Street – 8th Avenue to 12th Avenue
 Jackson Street – 12th Street to 13th Street
 14th Avenue and 16th Avenue – Randolph Street to Bissell Street
 Bissell Street – 14th Avenue to 16th Avenue

SCHEDULE:  May to November 2007

DESCRIPTION:  The streets will be constructed with curb and gutter and asphalt pavement.  Storm 
sewer will be installed as necessary.

TRAFFIC IMPACT:  The streets will be closed to thru traffic.  Residents will have access to their 
properties for most of the construction.

PROJECT: Conversion of 1st Street and McIndoe Street to Two-way Traffic

SCHEDULE:  Summer, 2007

DESCRIPTION:  Currently, 1st Street from Grant Street to McIndoe Street and McIndoe Street 
from 1st Street to 6th Street are one-way streets.  After conversion, both streets will be two-way, 
allowing one lane of travel in each direction.

TRAFFIC IMPACT:  The existing paint will need to be removed and a new yellow centerline 
painted.  Both operations are anticipated to be done under traffic.  However, there may be times 
when traffic will be delayed for short periods of time.
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City Of Wausau Large Item Pick-Up
The City of Wausau Large Item Pick-Up Program is intended to help residents dispose of LARGE, 
unwanted items. It is not a program to be used for cleaning out all sizes of unwanted items on an 
annual basis. ITEMS WILL BE PICKED UP FROM RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS AND APARTMENTS ONLY. 
ITEMS WILL NOT BE PICKED UP FROM BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS.

Examples Of Large Items Which Will Be Picked Up
Bathroom Fixtures Hot Water Heaters Lawn Mowers (gas & oil removed) Pool Tables
Carpeting  Large Furniture Items Mattresses Sinks 
Cabinets and Countertops  Large Grills Overstuffed Chairs Small Engines (gas & oil removed)

Dining Room Tables Large Metal Items Pianos Sofas
 

Household Trash And Small Items Will Not Be  
Picked Up And Should Not Be Placed At The Curbside
The City will not pick up small items which can be placed at the curb or in trash containers for weekly garbage collection. In 
addition, up to 60 pounds of construction materials can be placed curbside every week for Veolia to collect. SMALL ITEMS 
AND TRASH WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AND THE ITEMS WILL BE TAGGED INFORMING THE PROPERTY OWNER 
OF THE PROPER METHOD OF DISPOSAL.

Items Which Will Not Be Picked Up  
At Large Item Pick-Up
SMALL ITEMS AND MATERIALS such as vacuum cleaners, 
humidifiers, dining room chairs, water hoses, luggage, toys, 
clothing, blankets, plastic pails, radios, toasters, broken 
window panes, up to 60 pounds of construction materials. Put 
out for weekly garbage collection.

APPLIANCES such as televisions, refrigerators, air conditioners, 
microwave ovens, ranges/stoves, washers, dryers, freezers, 
dishwashers, vending machines, computers and monitors, water 
purifiers,  dehumidifiers. Veolia will pick up appliances for a 
fee, 359-6637.

COMPUTERS AND MONITORS. Residents may dispose of 
computers and monitors for a fee. Call Veolia at 359-6637 or 
Good News Project at 843-5985.

TIRES. Residents may dispose of tires at tire dealers for a nominal fee.

HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE. Put out for weekly garbage collection.

BRUSH, TREE LIMBS AND OTHER TYPES OF YARD WASTE. Take 
to the Yard Waste Site at 105 E. Chellis Street, or contact Veolia 
at 359-6637 to participate in the Yard Waste Pick-Up Program.

ROOT BALLS/STUMPS.  NO Root Balls/Stumps of any size.

LARGE QUANTITIES OF BUILDING MATERIALS AND ROOFING 
SHINGLES. Use a commercial dumpster or haul privately to 
Marathon County Landfill or the Transfers Station at Veolia in 
Weston, call 359-6637.

ALUMINUM CANS, NEWSPAPER, OIL, CAR BATTERIES, 
GLASS CONTAINERS, MAGAZINES, PLASTIC CONTAINERS, 
CORRUGATED CARDBOARD. Recyclable items must be placed 
in the green recycling container for bi-weekly pick-up.

FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS; HOUSEHOLD BATTERIES; LIQUID, 
HAZARDOUS OR TOXIC MATERIAL.  A collection facility is 
located at 301 Alderson Street in Schofield and is open the 2nd 
and 4th Friday and Saturday of each month beginning April 
13th extending through October.  The hours are 2:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday.  
This facility may be used at NO COST to City residents and 
is financed through a joint effort between Veolia, Marathon 
County, and the City of Wausau. Call 261-1922 if you have 
questions on household hazardous waste disposal.  

TRASH BAGS, CONTAINERS, DRUMS OR BARRELS CONTAINING 
UNKNOWN MATERIAL. Dispose of properly as noted above.

MEDICAL WASTE, specifically home-generated Sharps 
waste, may be disposed in Sharps containers available at 
participating pharmacies. Medical waste may not be deposited 
in garbage containers or recycling bins.

If you have questions about what is acceptable or 
unacceptable, please call 261-6960.  All material should be 
placed at curbside by 7:00 a.m. on the scheduled pick-up 
day.  If your property is missed, please call 261-6960 on the 
day after your scheduled pick-up.



DO NOT place items for Large Item Pick-Up at the curbside until the day 
before the scheduled pick-up day.  Doing so can create an unsightly, 
hazardous situation and increases the City’s disposal costs if items get 
waterlogged.  Store the material in a garage or elsewhere until that time.  
Persons placing material at the curbside more than 24 hours prior to their 
collection day shall be subject to a fine of up to $200.00 for each offense 
(each day a violation occurs), or shall be subject to having the material 
removed at a cost to the property owner. No person may bring material 
for disposal into the City from property outside the City.  Violators will be 
subject to a fine of up to $200 for each offense. THIS PICK-UP SERVICE IS 
FOR LARGE ITEMS ONLY AND WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED

Veolia 
Yard Waste 
Collection 
Service 
Alternative
The Veolia Yard Waste 
Curbside Pick-Up Program 
will assist those individuals 
who are inconvenienced by 
taking yard waste to the drop-
off site or who are physically 
unable to do so. The seasonal 
fee for Veolia to pick-up yard 
waste at your curb between 
mid-April to mid-November is 
$71.25 per year.

How does this program 
work?

1) Call Veolia Waste Services 
at 359-6637 and tell them 
you would like to participate 
in their Yard Waste Curbside 
Pick-Up Program. 

2) Veolia will provide you 
with a yard waste container 
on wheels which will be 
delivered to your door. Do 
not use plastic bags. 
Simply dump your yard waste 
into the waste container.

3) Veolia will pick up your 
yard waste curbside every 
week as follows: on the west 
side of the river on Mondays; 
the east side of the river and 
north of Franklin Street on 
Wednesdays; and on the east 
side of the river and south of 
Franklin Street on Fridays.

Please be advised that 
the following items will 
not be accepted and 
should not be placed 
in your yard waste 
container for curbside 
collection: garbage, 
food waste, animal 
waste, root balls/tree 
stumps, and tree limbs. 
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April 16

April 26

April 17

April 25

April 16

April 23

April 17

April 24

April 27

April 20

April 25

April 19

April 18

April 18

April 24

April 19

April 23

April 23

April 24

 East Side Of Wisconsin River West Side Of Wisconsin River

 April 16 South City Limits to Weston Avenue North City Limits to Randolph Street 
and Hwy. U West of USH 51/I39, 
Merrill Ave. to Westwood Dr.

 April 17 Weston Avenue to Town Line Road Randolph Street to Bridge Street  
between USH 51/I39 and 
Wisconsin River

 April 18 Town Line Road to Thomas Street Bridge Street to Elm Street between 
17th Avenue and 1st Avenue

 April 19 Thomas Street to Forest Street Elm Street to Stewart Avenue 
between 17th Avenue and 1st Ave.

 April 20 All of Grand Avenue from Stewart Avenue to Sherman St.
  South City Limits to Forest St. between USH 51/I39 and 1st Ave.

 April 23 Forest Street to Franklin Street Sherman St. to Thomas St. between 
USH 51/I39 and Wisconsin River

 April 24 Franklin Street to Stark Street Thomas Street to South City 
Limits between USH 51/I39 and 
Wisconsin River

 April 25 Stark Street to E. Wausau Avenue USH 51/I39 to 36th Avenue

 April 26 E. Wausau Avenue to Golf Club Road 36th Avenue to West City Limits

 April 27 Golf Club Road to North City Limits



Page 6 Wausau Works for You

News from the 
Assessment Department
City-Wide Revaluation 
for 2007
The City of Wausau is in the process of a City-wide 
Revaluation for 2007.   

Wisconsin Statutes require all taxable real estate and 
personal property, except agricultural land, shall be assessed 
at Market Value, or the same percentage of Market Value, 
in each Town, Village, or City, as of the close of January 
1st each year.  (Agricultural land is assessed according 
to its use, based on a formula which considers its income 
generated through crop production and rents).

Every taxpayer in the City will be receiving a Notice of 
Assessment Change from the Assessment Department 
sometime in May or early June 2007.  Directly after these 
notices are mailed, we will be holding an Open Book period 
for a minimum of two weeks.  Your notice will show your:  
2006 Assessed Value, 2006 Estimated Full Value Assessment, 
and 2007 Full Value Assessment.  Compare the change in 
your property value by comparing the 2006 Estimated Full 
Value Assessment to the 2007 Full Value Assessment. 

What if I don’t agree with my assessment?

Talk with one of the professionals in the Assessment 
Department. During this informal session, you can learn how 
your assessment was made, what factors were considered, 
and what type of records are kept regarding your property. 
After this review, if you still think the assessment is incorrect, 
what can you do? The next step is to file a formal objection 
with the City Clerk’s Office for the Board of Review. 
Remember, when you receive your tax bill in 
December, it is too late to file an objection. Paying 
your taxes under protest does not constitute an assessment 
objection unless you have first filed an appeal with the Board 
of Review.

What is the Board of Review?

The Board of Review consists of citizens appointed by the 
Mayor and confirmed by the Common Council. The Board of 
Review is responsible for correcting any assessment errors. It 
conducts its hearings in a manner similar to a court.

What evidence do I need to present
to the Board of Review?

State law puts the burden of proof on the property owner to 
show that the assessment is incorrect. Keep in mind that your 
evidence must be strong enough to prove that the Assessor’s 
value is incorrect. Only relevant testimony given at the 
hearing will be considered by the Board. STATING THAT 
PROPERTY TAXES ARE TOO HIGH IS NOT RELEVANT 
TESTIMONY. You should establish in your own mind what 
you think your property is worth. The best evidence for this 
would be recent sales prices for properties similar to yours.  

The closer in proximity and similarity, the better the evidence.  
Another type of evidence is oral testimony from a witness 
who has made a recent appraisal of your property. 

You may wish to consider the following as you 
prepare for your hearing: 

• All evidence must be given as sworn, oral testimony. You 
or your agent must attend the hearing if you wish your 
evidence to be considered. You should be prepared to 
explain to the board what you think your property is worth 
and why. 

• You must present evidence to support your estimate of 
market value. This evidence must be either: 
A recent sale of your property, if any. Bring written proof, 
such as a closing statement or real estate transfer return to 
substantiate the date and amount of the sale. 
Recent sales of similar properties in your neighborhood, 
if any. Bring written proof substantiating the amount and 
date of sale. 
Other specific reasons or factors showing the assessment 
is in error. Bring written evidence when possible, such as 
cost estimates for repairs and the like. 

Be prepared to show how recent sales of similar properties 
compare to your property if you present them as evidence; 
for example, style, square footage of house, lot size, number 
of rooms, condition, exterior wall constructions, etc. Written 
appraisals by qualified experts should be accompanied by 
oral testimony from those witnesses. 

•	 An Appraiser from the Assessment Department will present 
evidence related to the market analysis performed on your 
property. 

•	 Bring seven (7) copies of all written documents to the hearing 
and give them to the Clerk at the start of the hearing. 

The Board will determine the market value of your property 
based on the evidence presented. A written notice of the 
Board’s decision will be mailed to you after the hearing. 

Does the Board of Review have the final say?

Appeals can be withdrawn or settled at any stage in the 
process. If you don’t agree with the Board of Review 
decision, the next step is an appeal to the Circuit Court. 

How do I appeal my assessment to court?

An appeal to the circuit court must be made within 90 days 
after notification of the decision of the Board of Review. The 
court will then make a decision based solely on the testimony 
that was presented to the Board of Review. When your case 
goes before the circuit court, the court will review the record 
that was created at your Board of Review hearing and make 
its decision. 

For further property information call the Assessment 
Department at 715-261-6600 or visit our webpage at:  
www.ci.wausau.wi.us/assessment
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On October 13th, 2006, community volunteers assisted 60 
students from Wausau East and DC Everest High Schools 
in removing Buckthorn, an invasive shrub species, on Fern 
Island, part of Oak Island Park in Wausau, WI.  

The Student Field Trip was part one of a two-day event 
organized by Golden Sands Resource Conservation & 
Development, a non-profit conservation organization, with 
the support of a grant from the Wisconsin Environmental 
Education Board.  Part two of the event was a Community 
Work Party on October 14th, 2006, that followed-up on the 
work the students had done.  

Both days included an indoor training session about invasive 
species issues, Buckthorn identification and control methods, 
followed by a hands-on work party. Students and volunteers 
pulled the small plants by hand, or cut the larger shrubs.  
The adult volunteers then treated any cut stumps with an 
herbicide that would kill the shrub’s root system and prevent 
re-sprouting, or “suckering”.

Over the two days, volunteers came together from the 
Wausau & Marathon County Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
Department, Master Gardener Program, DNR, Wisconsin 
Woodland Owners Association, UW-Extension, UW-Stevens 

Point, Northcentral 
Technical College, 
Newman High School 
and from elsewhere in the 
Greater Wausau Area.

In spite of the 
unseasonably chilly 
weather, the students 
commented the activity 
was a worthwhile 
alternative to sitting in a 
classroom.  It was a good 
way to learn, but also a 
good way to improve a valuable community 
green space, since Buckthorn can become so dense that it 
completely shades out native plants and tree seedlings.  No 
tree seedlings means no mature trees in the future.

In just a few hours, the students worked their way through 
most of the 12-acre island, eliminating a good percentage 
of the mature, fruit bearing-sized shrubs.  Reducing seed 
production will greatly help slow the spread of Buckthorn on 
the island. All together, between five to seven acres were 
positively affected.

Students, Community Work 
Together on Fern Island

To help give City officials an idea of 
how a cross-section of our community 
feels about City operations and potential 
service cuts, 2,000 people in the 
community were sent a questionnaire 
last summer that focused on 32 different 
services provided by City government. 
The results of the survey are intended to 
give the Common Council an idea of 
how the community views these services 
and to provide some direction for making 
long-term budget decisions and possible 
service reductions.  

The 2,000 surveys were mailed on August 
11 and a total of 932 were returned 
during the following 6-week period. This 
46% response rate is extremely high for 
this type of survey and probably shows 
that many people in the community are 
anxious to help City leaders make the 
tough decisions about spending tax 
dollars. This return rate also provides a 
high level of validity for the survey. Some 
of the survey highlights include:

• The overwhelming majority of

 Wausau residents have a very positive 
perception about living in the City.

• The most important services that the 
City provides are fire protection, police 
protection, and paramedic services. 

• Overall, the level of satisfaction with City 
service is very high with garbage and  
recyclables collection, police protection, 
fire protection and snow plowing 
receiving the highest level of satisfaction. 

• The community was asked about cutting 
funds for City services. This was certainly 
the most difficult section of the survey. 
Over 50% of the respondents do not 
want to see any cuts in police, fire or 
ambulance service nor in snow plowing, 
garbage collection, providing housing 
for the elderly, or street repair activities. 
These services also happen to be among 
the most costly provided by the City.

• Respondents were then asked for an 
opinion on four different means that 
the City might use to increase the 
revenue available to fund City services. 
Only two of four revenue-generating 

methods received more positive than 
negative responses. Increase the fees 
charged for City services, licenses, and 
permits was the most popular of the 
four methods listed while establishing 
a local, $10 motor vehicle registration 
fee was favored by just over 50% of 
the community. 

• Over half of the survey respondents also 
took the time to provide written comments 
about City services and finances.

• Finally, the results of the August survey 
were almost identical to a survey that 
was conducted by the City in 2002. 
These similarities also help validate the 
results of both surveys.

The complete survey results, summary 
tables and the survey, as mailed to local 
residents are available on the City website 
homepage: www.ci.wausau.wi.us. 

The information is also available in the 
City Clerk’s Office and the Planning 
Office at City Hall.

City Services Survey Results

Area students made 

short work of a 

buckthorn thicket at 

Oak Island Park as 

part of a hands-on 

learning day.

Volunteer Rich Warosh (right) cut buckthorn while Kathy Sheff (left) treated the stumps with a herbicide to prevent re-sprouting.

Volunteer Rich Warosh (right) cut buckthorn while Kathy Sheff (left) treated the stumps with a herbicide to prevent re-sprouting.
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Economic Impact of the
Wausau Downtown Airport
A study of the contribution of Wausau Downtown Airport to the local and state economy was 
recently completed by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Bureau of Aeronautics.

The economic impact of Wausau Downtown Airport is the economic output (sales), employment, and 
personal income that can be attributed directly and indirectly to the airport.

Economic impacts measure the importance of an airport as a business in terms of the employment 
that it supports, as well as the goods and services that it consumes.

The results of the study indicate that Wausau Downtown Airport provided $1.17 million in economic 
output, supported 21 jobs, and contributed $475,327 in personal income to the region’s economy 
in 2001.

The airport is classified as a transport corporate airport in the most recent Wisconsin State Airport 
System Plan: 2020.  The Wausau Downtown Airport is designed to handle corporate, charter, 
cargo and recreational users of jet, turboprop, and piston driven aircraft.

Local companies which operate aircraft based at the Wausau Downtown Airport include:  Wausau 
Supply Company, Kocourek Motors, Wynn Jones & Associates, Prehn Cranberry Co., River Valley 
State Bank, Wausau Flying Service, Inc., Virtual Spin LLC, Gordon Aluminum, Piehler & Strande, 
and Air Direct Charter.

For more information on what’s happening at the airport, check out www.flywausau.com.
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Mayor
Jim Tipple 

314 Geralds Court 
261-6800

City Council
Representatives
District 1
Jim Rosenberg 

1806 Plato Street 
842-8898

District 2
Debra Hadley 

3603 Hidden Links Drive 
843-9999

District 3
William Forrest 

1303 Jackson Street 
849-4692

District 4
Jim Brezinski 

822 Hamilton Street 
842-7988

District 5
Gary Gisselman 

319 Park Avenue 
848-5160

District 6
Gary Klingbeil 

1225 Maple Hill Road 
675-7217

District 7
Michelle Ostrowski 

1414 Pearson Street 
675-7939

District 8
Tom Miller 

1501 Brady Street 
845-7151

District 9
DuWayne Herning 

2712 Mary Ann Lane 
842-2453

District 10
Steven Foley 

502 Sherman Street 
842-4978

District 11
Sherry Abitz 

1201 S. 7th Avenue 
843-0990

District 12
Edward Gale 

1231 Sunset Drive 
848-5006

City Hall Info
407 Grant Street
Wausau, WI 54403
Information Center:
715-261-6500
Web: www.ci.wausau.wi.us
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