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Wausau debuts “sharrows” as part of city pavement striping projects 
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The City of Wausau is excited to unveil 7 miles of new bicycle accommodations to city streets. Accommodations 
include new pavement markings such as sharrows, bike lane symbols, and white striping to designate 3-4 ft. on-
street operation areas for bicycles. 
 
Streets that will be included as part of this project are: 

 Merrill Ave – from Highway U to Union Ave – 3900 feet 

 *3rd Ave – from Union Ave to Thomas Street – 9650 feet      

 *1st Ave – from Union Ave to Thomas Street – 9700 feet       

 Bridge Street – from 3rd Ave to 6th Street – 4150 feet 

 5th Street – from Bridge St to Forest St – 4500 feet               

 6th Street – from Forest St to Bridge St – 4500 feet 

1st and 3rd Avenues have been completed and now include the new striping, bike lane symbols, and sharrows. 
Shared lane markings or "sharrows" are pavement markings carefully placed to guide bicyclists to the best place to 
ride on the road, avoid car doors and remind drivers to share the road with cyclists. The markings indicate the best 
place for bicyclist to ride on the road and help motorists expect to see and share the lane with bicyclists. 
 
Benefits 

 Alerts motor vehicle drivers to the potential presence of bicyclists. 

 Alerts road users of the lateral position bicyclists are expected to occupy within the travel lane. 

 Encourages safe passing by motorists. 

 Reduces the incidence of sidewalk riding. 

 Reduces the incidence of wrong‐way bicycling. 

What Do Sharrows Mean for Motorists and Bicyclists? 
 
Motorists 

 Expect to see bicyclists on the street 

 Remember to give bicyclists three feet of space when passing 

 Follow the rules of the road as if there were no sharrows 

Bicyclists 
• Use the sharrow to guide where you ride within the lane 
• Remember not to ride close to parked cars 
• Follow the rules of the road as if there were no sharrows 

For more information and images of sharrows, please visit 
http://bicyclewausau.org/safety_localbikinginformation.html 

 


