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Badger Lofts Receives $2,740,000 Tax Credit Award  
From Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority. 

 
Badger Lofts, the former Sav-O Supply building in Wausau was one of 28 developments across 
Wisconsin to receive tax credit awards to provide affordable rental housing.  “Affordable housing 
and economic development go hand in hand to build strong neighborhoods,” said Lt. Governor Kleefisch. 
“The developments awarded tax credits today will provide new housing opportunities and spark economic 
growth in our communities. These valuable tax credits make it possible for private developers to finance 
vital projects they wouldn’t ordinarily be able to do on their own.” 
 
See full WHEDA press release below:  
https://www.wheda.com/WHEDA-Awards-14-million-in-Low-Income-Housing-Tax-Credits-
Statewide/ 
 
MetroPlains, LLC, the project developer was granted the rights to purchase and develop the property in 
2015 after two competitive requests for proposal. MetroPlains, LLC is also the developer of the historic 
Federal Building in downtown Wausau and Trolley Quarter Flats, which is adjacent to Badger Lofts.  
MSR Design, the Architect for Trolley Quarter Flats, and MetroPlains, LLC received the 2015 Design 
Award from the American Institute of Architects, Minnesota Chapter, for their work on Trolley Quarter 
Flats. 
 
Mayor Robert B. Mielke’s remarks about the announcement: 
“I am thankful of the State’s continued support for our redevelopment efforts with this tax credit 
announcement.  Metro Plains has been an outstanding developer and operator in Wausau and we look 
forward to this exciting historic renovation at the Sav-O Supply building.  This project complements our 
record breaking redevelopment efforts in the area including the River East Brownstones- Wausau’s first 
rowhouses- and the East Riverfront Redevelopment- a mixed use project which is the largest in the City’s 
history- which are also underway.” 
 
Christian Schock, Wausau Economic Development Manager’s remarks about the announcement:  
“It’s exciting to see another successful City-led redevelopment effort come to reality- this is a dilapidated 
property in a key neighborhood that is experiencing positive transition, which will now be renovated into 
awesome apartments- adding significant taxable value and new residents to our community.” 
 
One critical aspect of the project is the goal to retain the unique architectural and historic attributes of the 
building. Though the exterior stucco has deteriorated, the unique steel truss structural system, skylights, 
location, and views overlooking the river will allow MetroPlains to create an environment like no other in 
the city. The building has been deemed eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
based on its’ industrial significance, including innovations made within the building by the Marathon 
Shoe Company and the Pied Piper Shoe Company.  The Marathon Shoe Company was a leading producer 
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of children’s shoes, providing up to 35% of the U.S. market share of upscale children’s shoes in its 
heyday.  
 
The historic status of the property allows the developer to qualify for historic tax credits at both the 
Federal and State level. The credit allows the developer to receive Federal and Wisconsin tax credits of 
20% each; a total of over $2 million in historic tax credits. The developer will solicit an investment from a 
bank or financial institution that is able to utilize the credits, thereby providing financing to rehabilitate 
the property. Total project cost is estimated to be $5.3 million.  
 
The development will increase Wausau’s inventory of affordable housing by providing 29 apartments at 
rent levels that are affordable to working families, individuals and seniors. The property will offer 15 one 
bedroom, 6 two bedroom and 8 three bedroom apartments. The majority of the rent levels are between 
$600 and $900 per month.  
 
Many of the apartments will have entrances directly to the exterior, views of the river valley and all will 
have high ceilings and exposed steel and wood original materials with otherwise new finishes and 
appliances. The kitchens will be open to the living/dining room, with island countertops with a large 
amount of light from refurbished industrial style banded windows. The common area will feature a two 
story atrium that receives light from two massive roof skylights. This area will provide tenants with a 
gathering space to socialize, work, and enjoy the environment within the building. Additional amenities 
will include an outdoor patio, exercise room, outdoor playground, storage units, a computer center, and 
onsite property management staff. There will be 47 parking spaces and the second floor will be served by 
an elevator. 
 
The project will comply with the environmental standards for the Wisconsin Green Built Home Program, 
providing high energy efficiency and sustainability. The developer will also partner with Focus On 
Energy to implement energy efficient measures and measure effectiveness after construction. 
Construction is anticipated to start in December, 2016 and complete by November, 2017. 
 


