
City of Wausau Neighborhood 
Condition Survey 



Please indicate the elementary school that 
serves your neighborhood. 

Franklin Elementary 
11.93% 

Grant Elementary 
10.88% 

Hawthorne Hills Elementary 
10.88% 

Hewitt-Texas Elementary 
0.15% 

GD Jones Elementary 
8.01% 

Lincoln Elementary 
6.34% 

Thomas Jefferson Elementary 
9.82% 

John Marshall Elementary 
14.65% 

Riverview Elementary 
10.73% 

Maine Elementary 
0.60% 

Stettin Elementary 
11.18% 

Weston Elementary 
2.72% 

Not Sure 
2.11% 



Today, how would you evaluate the overall 
condition of the housing stock in the City of 

Wausau? 
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Today, how would you evaluate  the overall 
condition of the housing stock in the CITY OF 

WAUSAU? 
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Within the last 10 years, how would you 
describe the trend in the condition of housing in 

the CITY OF WAUSAU? 
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Overall, what condition would you describe the 
homes in YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 

In Need of Minor 
Maintenance 

17.35% 

In Need of Major 
Maintenance 

11.16% 

In Total Disrepair 
0.30% 

Excellent Condition 
14.33% 

Good Condition 
37.10% 

Average Condition 
19.76% 



Overall, what condition would you describe the 
homes on YOUR STREET BLOCK? 

In Need of Minor 
Maintenance 

14.05% 
In Need of Major 

Maintenance 
6.50% 

In Total Disrepair 
0.45% 

Excellent Condition 
22.05% 

Good Condition 
38.97% 

Average Condition 
17.98% 



 
How would you describe the condition of YOUR 

CURRENT RESIDENCE OR APARTMENT? 
 

Excellent Condition 
31.77% 

Poor Condition 
1.66% 

Deteriorated 
Condition - 

Substandard 
0.30% 

Good Condition 
50.98% 

Average Condition 
15.28% 



Have you or the owner of your property 
undertaken a significant home improvement 
greater than $10,000 within the last 5 years? 
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Within the last 10 years, please evaluate the 
change from owner-occupied homes to rental 

properties within YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 
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In your opinion, please indicate the three most 
significant causes of blight. 

1. The financial limitations of property owners prevents necessary maintenance  -  64% 
2. Declining home ownership interest and the growing rental properties  -  58% 
3. Lack of housing code and nuisance enforcement efforts and inadequate zoning policies – 39% 
4. Lack of reinvestment due to changes in home buyer preferences and diminished appeal of 

traditional homes and neighborhoods – 34% 
5. Lac of reinvestment due to neighborhood conditions such as busy streets, overhead power 

lines and poor quality streetscapes – 20% 
6. Other – 21% 



In your opinion, please indicate the three most 
effective ways to address blight. 

1. Greater enforcement of housing code violations – 46% 
2. Mandatory periodic inspection of rental properties through a licensing program – 45% 
3. Demolishing and removing blighted structures – 45% 
4. Monitoring vacant and foreclosed properties – 37% 
5. Homeowner financial assistance and incentives – 34% 
6. Regulating the number of rental properties located within the neighborhood – 29% 
7. Steeper penalties for housing code violations – 22% 
8. Increasing green space within neighborhoods – 12% 
9. Strong neighborhood groups – 5% 
10. Other – 7% 

 



How satisfied are you with the community’s 
efforts to reduce blight and preserve strong 

neighborhoods? 
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To what degree do the following nuisance 
conditions contribute to blight in a 

neighborhood or property?  

Question 1 2 3 4 5 
Overgrown/unattended 
landscape 31 55 110 178 275 

Garbage cans and 
trash left in front yard 54 60 99 157 277 

Excess personal 
property in yard 35 40 93 145 333 

Unkempt Lawn 35 75 118 180 236 
Cars parked on lawn 50 58 101 165 269 
Unpaved driveways 147 129 157 106 96 
Indoor furniture on 
lawn or porch 63 49 99 174 250 

Pet Waste 47 65 111 143 268 
Crime and nuisance 
activity 17 14 35 56 510 

 
Rated on a scale where 1 means NO IMPACT and 5 means SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT 



How important is it for the City to enforce 
corrective action?  

Rated on a scale where 1 means NOT IMPORTANT and 5 means VERY 
IMPORTANT 

Question 1 2 3 4 5 Unsure 
Unkempt lawn 51 93 139 151 212 4 
Unpaved driveways 187 134 135 93 90 8 
Cars parked on lawn 45 72 130 151 251 5 
Excess personal 
property in yard 28 48 119 153 299 7 

Overgrown/unattended 
landscape 35 61 125 175 247 5 

Pet waste 43 68 125 131 262 15 
Indoor furniture on 
lawn or porch 49 57 152 146 233 8 

Crime and nuisance 
activity 3 4 15 39 568 22 

Garbage cans and 
trash left in front yards 41 80 135 135 256 6 

 



How would you rate the overall health of the 
City of Wausau’s natural environment? 
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How would you rate the overall health of your 
NEIGHBORHOOD’S natural environment? 
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The BEST things about your neighborhood? 
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Do you like living in the City of Wausau? 
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Do you consider yourself/family attached to 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 
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Would you recommend YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
to friends and family? 

 

38.52% 
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Thinking about the future, how do you think the 
CITY OF WAUSAU will be as a place to live five 

years from now? 
Will be much better 

6.03% 

Will be slightly 
better 

35.70% 

Neutral 
27.98% 

Will be slightly 
worse 

20.87% 

Will be much worse 
9.43% 



How many neighbors on YOUR STREET BLOCK do 
you know or interact with? 

 

Most 
23.75% 

All 
3.93% 

Few 
26.17% 

None 
3.78% 

Half 
17.70% 

Several 
24.66% 



In your opinion, select the three top concerns 
that prevents others from buying homes in 

Wausau. 
• Taxes – 72% 
• Perception of crime – 52% 
• Declining neighborhoods – 39% 
• Age of housing stock – 35% 
• Lack of home amenities such as small garages, lack of closets - 34% 
• Lack of affordable homes – 20% 
• Small lot sizes – 18% 
• Lack of new construction options – 13% 
 



DEMOGRAPHICS 
How long have you been living in Wausau?   

One year or 
less 1% 

1-5 Years 9% 
6-10 Years 9% 
More than 10 
Years 53% 

My whole life 29% 
 

Do you own or rent/lease your residence? 

Own 92% 
Rent 8% 
 

Please provide the approximate age of your residence? 

0 to 20 years old 14% 
20 to 50 years old 28% 
Older than 50 
years 56% 

I am unsure 2% 
 

Is your place of employment located in Wausau? 

Yes 48% 
No, different 
community 16% 

I am not currently 
employed 3% 

I am retired 34% 
 

What is your age group? 

18 to 24 1% 
25 to 34 12% 
35 to 44 16% 
45 to 54 17% 
55 to 64 22% 
65 or over 32% 
 

  



 

Which of the following category best describes your level of education? 

Some high school 
or less 5% 

High school 
graduate 18% 

Some college or 
higher education 24% 

Technical School 
Graduate 5% 

College Graduate 28% 
Graduate 
degree(s) 20% 

 

Which of the following categories includes your total family income last year? 

$25,000 or less 13% 
$25,001 to 
$50,000 35% 

$50,001 to 
$100,000 35% 

Over $100,000 17% 
 

Mark the boxes that describe the other people living in your house(other than yourself and/or spouse). 

Child(ren) age 12 
or under 18% 

Child(ren) over 
age 12 20% 

Parents age 65 or 
older 1% 

None of these 61% 
 

What is your gender? 

Male 47% 
Female 53% 
 

Please check all that apply: To which group do you consider yourself to belong? 

Asian 2.69% 
White/Caucasian 96.21% 
Black/African 
American 0.16% 

Hispanic/Latino .47% 
American Indian 0% 
Other .47% 
 



Other Suggestions or Comments

1
  Crime in this area is unreal with the influx of this Heroin, it has gotten out of control and all one needs to do is read th
or watch the news, not many people interested in living near all that. WPD doing great but still not enough it seems

2
  I have noticed decline in appearance in several neighborhods in the city of Wausau, especially on the west side which
I live.  Some unkempt rental properties, and generalized poorness and sloppiness.  Ifeel this is due to the poor economy

3
 neighborhood houses apartments need upgrading, garbage removed, less police calling to homes, Landlords need to be
involved in there renters and there upkeeping of there homes, Landlords need to tell the renters to help out with upkeep

4
 People who have community service hours to perform could perform clean up projects. These could include mowing l
painting, snow shoveling for the elderly, disabled. 

5

 PROPERTY OWNERS AND LANDLORDS NEED TO KNOW THAT IF PROPERTY IS ABUTTING AN ALLEY
NEED TO KEEP LAWN AND WEEDS CLEAN ON ALLY ALSO, NOT JUST THEIR OWN LAWN.  STORAGE 
BUILDINGS NEED TO BE MAINTAINED BY PROPERTY OWNERS AND LANDLORDS. /  / 

6
(I live on 15th-walk to east) I worry about safety when walking alone due to type of people renting on 16th Ave. Peopl
and go-pitbulls tied to fence make walking a fear, increased presence of police cars monitoring or crime would help

7 *Our taxes are fine, we get what we pay for. / *JOBS is another concern that prevents others from buying homes in Wa

8
1)continue preserving nat'l env / 2)expand bike/walk paths / 3)increase public spaces where ppl can gather&have sense
community / 4)help ppl clean up neighborhood / 5)more police in high crime areas / 6)recycle everywhere, require bus

9
1.Please do not cut down mature trees (Spring Street) / 2.Perhaps zoning regulations/code & the building permit proces
somewhat onerous and discourages homeowners from renovating due to excessive regulations / 3.Enforce regulations y

10
1215 Young St, this is a foreclosure property, there is a water problem the city tried to address by putting a storm drain
road, did not help, the water misses the drain and floods road.  The foundation is likely weakened/water damaged.

11 300 block 32nd ave in poor unkept condition for a long time. lawn not cut, junk in yard. why hasnt this been corrected
12 add street lighting, repair and clean up alleys but don't charge the property owner this is a city responsibility.
13 ALL DOGS SHOULD BE LEASHED OR FENCED!!
14 asian people so not usually take care of their property and have many cats and family
15 Availability of employment
16 BANK REG'S - CANT GET LOANS TO PURCHASE EVEN WITH 50% DOWN (LOW BALL APPRAISALS) 
17 Big city people moving to Wausau and bringing big city crime with them.  / The same said for foreigners.
18 Biggest blight in Wausau is Ponderosa Motel! Consider that!

19
Blight is not the problem - it is unemployment, renters that dont care and lack of respect for property, hence the reason
never be homeowners!  For instance one house in my neighborhood is owned via new owner- the house has yet to be fi

20 Blight will never be controlled unless the number of rental properties is limited. Move those rentals to other communit

21
Blighted commercial and industrial properties deserve as much attention as residential blight. / Poverty is growing in W
contributing to crime and lower  rates of owner-occupied housing. / Many homeowners have fallen out of the middle c

22
Blighted housing should be top priority and handled expeditiously.  NO EXCEPTIONS/EXCUSES  to property owner
responsibility to maintain their property.  The law allowing fire pits should be overturned as the smoke is a nuisance an

23
certainly wish "parking on the street" was more closely monitored. We have had an old ford truck parked in front of ou
a neighbor for 4 weeks now and it has not moved at all.

24
city needs to enforce rules, nice neighborhoods are turning bad small things at a time because city doesn't enforce thing
lawn upkeep, cars on lawns, home upkeep  / also city should make it more easy to report issues, provide contact list

25
City of Wausau needs to take time to go through trashy parts of town and tell residents to clean up or get out. / Drive d
St-Forest St-Franklin St; looks terrible and drug action going on. / Open your eyes Tipple

26 City owns too much property. When the city owns the city, who will pay the taxes?!?!

27
City roads have A LOT of pot holes!! Grand Ave is very ugly to out of town visitors. Maybe consider putting up street
the ones on prospect's?

28
City seems to punish home owners who renovate and improve property significantly with taxes but rental properties do
the east side and are cash flowing.  Too many transient criminals on 7th street and its scary to walk thru from here with

29 Clean up the drug problems in neighborhoods
30 Clean up these trashy apartments/house it starting to look like chicago! I do not want to live in the gehtto! Get out ther
31 concentration of blighted rental property, criminal activity, and drug/sex offenders in area just east of downtown is of i

32
Concerns: / ACTUAL crime (not perception) drugs-illegals-vandalism/gangs / Waste of taxpayer money on LOGOS an
in street repairs/lower taxes

33
Continue to make the downtown and surrounding areas look nicer (Downtown, around Eastbay, around the Court Hou
Also to add more green space by the water for people to gather. 



Other Suggestions or Comments
34 crack down on crime, deadbeats, more strict judges; a clear no-tolerance for crime

35
Crime  is the number 1 concern especially the drug activity! Rental properties are not kept up. We do not feel safe letti
children play outside in the neighborhood. More lights on the streets and alley ways would make a huge difference

36
Crime (drugs) and unkept low income/rental properties are the city's 2 largest detractors! Need more police patrol and 
busting. More fines/pressure enforcement of unkept rentals on owners or tenants. Dont drag out like 400 block park. / 

37
CRIME AND BLIGHT CONTINUE TO INCREASE IN WAUSAU.  WE NEED TO ENFORCE OUR LAWS, GET 
TOUGHER ON RENTAL PROPERTIES. 

38
Crime is terrible; car has been broken into 10+ times in the past 5 years / 200 block/N10th ave: executive cab co parks 
personal/business vehicles on road at a time. 3 dogs, land contract, couch/junk&boat in yard

39
daycares should be monitored more closely in residential neighborhoods. If outside isn't kept up, what is the interior co
Also, better regulations on barking dogs kept outside would be wonderful.

40 decrease taxes, decrease services or buy as needed (garbage, plowing, etc)

41
DO NOT RAISE PROPERTY TAXES. I know of many who will leave Wausau because their taxes raise at 2 to 3 time
of the average home owner because they invested in their home but now have been financially stressed by the recession

42 Do some yard improvement type activites. Instead of day raking leaves, sign up for shrub trimming. Enforce codes.
43 do something about slum lords!
44 Don't do pay-as-you-go trash system, people will be filling park dumpster

45
Downtown could use a movie theatre, better waterfront with side restaurants overlooking the river and something for k
winter, such as a chuck e cheese pizza. Free parking is a must

46 Drug dealers from larger cities moving into rental houses is a major problem and is leading to more and more crime in 
47 DRUG ISSUES! / Wausau has become known for many active drug problems. People seem high from methadone clin
48 Drugs

49
Drugs and crime seem to be getting really bad here.  / There needs to be more fun for kids (roller skating park, ice skat
warming houses, zoos and fun parks) - we have to go north or Green Bay to get that.

50
Enforce codes on parking-especially boats, campers, etc.  / Keep parked (especially) trailers unattached to cars off the s
Quit bringing in criminals from other areas we have more than enough of our own. / 

51 ENFORCE EXISTING LAWS.... ALL OF THEM.
52 enforcement, enforcement,enforcement, enforcement,enforcement, enforcement,enforcement, enforcement,

53
Enlarge our drug enforcement activities that seem to not be effective enough to curb an alarming trend and growth in d
among people and youth within our city

54 excessive speed of cars, trucks, and cycles on 44th ave

55
fin. penalties should not be applied to already strapped individuals. Volunteer services should be organized to help obv
struggling families. It takes money to maintain a home AND a family, and if given the choice=family first

56 focus on littering

57
Fund the items that get results in fighting crime, drugs, and property neglect. Inspections and police enforcement ough
expanded and staff added, if necessary, to get results.

58 GAS PRICES ARE TOO HIGH & NOT THE SAME ON BOTH SIDES OF TOWN.  UNFAIR!
59 Government can not create private jobs, only public jobs.  If you want to help the private sector, lowering taxes on emp
60 Great neighborhood I love it!

61
Have beeen trying for 5 years to fix neighborhood problem to no avail.  City inspector doesn't do his job. He is lazy to 
vehicle and write the letter that need to be written. 

62
Have the excellent police force concentrate it's efforts on larger crimes rather than the nuisances mentioned earlier?  /  
encourage small business development rather than just paying the subject lip service? /  / Cabaret licenses?Punitive tax

63

HELP PEOPLE STAY IN THEIR HOMES RATHER THAN BULLDOZING HOUSES AND TAKING THEM OFF
ROLLS.  rEDUCE RULES FOR MAITAINING HISTORIC HOMES AND QUIT RAISING TAXES WHENEVER R
ARE MADE.  tHE ASSESSOR PENALIZES RESIDENTS FOR PROPERTY MAINTENANCE.

64 HIGH TAXES--The other options are not concerns for those in our income bracket

65
Home owning & landlords need to have ways to improve and maintain properties. Landlords or renters need to be held
accountable for condition/properties. Quicker enforcement/violations. More incentives to provide money to home own

66
house on 28th ave next to clinic has gravel driveway, cars not licensed and torn cover never are they told to fix up. Mo
talk or if you know the right people

67 I am a homeowner living on a block of all rentals. Landlords do not keep their properties up.
68 I AM CONCERNED ABOUT SOME AREAS OF JACKSON, PLUMER, AND MCINTOSH AS TO DRUGS AND 



Other Suggestions or Comments

69
I am elderly and moved to Wausau with the intention of selling my car and using the bus service. However stops are fe
between. This should be updated; I am still driving at 91. / There have been many break-ins and attempts in my neighb

70
I am in the Longfellow neighborhood and notice that the houses are too close together which, in my opinion, contribut
appearance of blight. Move green spaces, lessen the blight

71
i appreciate your efforts however we have to stop talking about how "bad" it is as that is creating a perception the entir
bad. Fix the problem quickly and move forward; enforce the ordinances we already have - even if it's painful to do so.

72
I attend the Longfellow Neighborhood Association meetings and for the most part we have been able to achieve some 
changing the quality of our area.  But have been struggling with 2 houses (705 and 707 East Thomas St) and their cond

73
I believe that the City of Wausau is taking strides to make our community more livable.   City leaders work to improve
quality of life by working on and encouraging healthy lifestyles and  taking on the challenges of blighted property.   

74 I believe the economy and jobs are a larger factor than any of the above
75 I CANNOT ANSWER THE ABOVE BECAUSE I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THOSE OTHER PEOPLE THINK 
76 I don't know what neighborhoods are

77
I don't think construction is the answer. All in all, homes are in BAD shape and people just don't care! Use their home 
and that is all.

78
I feel criminal activity is related to blight. Wausau needs to be harsher on repetitive criminals, restnet & slum loards w
them and regulate deterioration.

79
I feel so much is getting invested in downtown and riverfront that 1st through 5 ave and 1st through 6 st get neglected. 
major improvement I recall is the street that is in front of Fox 55.  That improvement and businesses look much better.

80
I feel the homeowners in my neighborhood care about their homes but the rental properties are an eyesore and the area
dangerous (last week a house two doors away was listed as a "drug house" in the media.  I can't sell my house fast enou

81
I grew up in a suburb of mpls/st paul and thought Wausau might be a better place to raise my children. This has been a
dissappointment as there is crime everywhere, including on my street. I work to make our place nice but can't enjoy it 

82
I have noticed an increase in the number of out/state plates; people who yell foul language and I'm sure are up to no go
drug trafficking). I would appreciate police paying close attention to these people-underlying cause/blight

83
I live in apt complex that offers no dumpsters. They do allow pets, I find it hard for people to pick up pet waste if they 
keep it in their apt for the week to smell. So the result is pet waste isn't picked up.

84
I love the scenery while going for walks. I know not everyone can afford to maintain a lawn but they should keep up w
sidewalk areas (weeds, over-grown trees on yards, etc.). Maybe a little enforcement about sidewalk maintenance would

85
I moved to Wauasu after living on the East coast for most of my life, & I have never lived in a community that has so m
blighted neighborhoods. It is not, in general, a pretty place to live. For every nice neighborhood, you have to drive thru

86
i prefer unkept  lawns and unpaved driveways as environmentally friendly.  I appreciated our citys trees esp. the ones 
blossoming.  I question what business its of government policing blight.Health Safety yes, aesthetics no.Encourage sel

87 I THINK OUR TAXES ARE FINE, BUT MANY PEOPLE MENTION TAXES.

88
I think we need to advertise what a family, upscale community Wausau is. Restaurants, shops, theatre arts-upscale sma
progressive. / Thank you for allowing me to participate.

89
I would like to see the Rules, laws, and regulations enforced by our police department. Also watch street parking overn
tickets the city council should not make rules that they are unable to enforce.

90
I would prefer to live closer to DT, but I am concerned with rental property "unknowns" & blighted neighborhoods. I l
homes, but those that are in good neighborhoods are beyond my price range. Thank you for this survey, wausau is imp

91
If everyone would take a little more pride in the appearance of their home even if its a rental things would be a lot bette
know how to instill that in people.

92 I'M IN A GOOD NEIGHBORHOOD BUT NOT ALL NEIGHBORHOODS IN WAUSAU ARE SO GOOD.

93
In 1979 my gross pay from Murray MHCH was the same as my daughter's is today!! She also works in a factory!! / If y
more money, increase the ambulance fee. That is actually a community service

94
In ONE block as many as 8 homes for sale in past 3-4 years, 2 still vacant, 3 unsold. / Vehicles parked on sidewalks=b
appreciate that the city council is aware and attempting to do something about it!

95
Intrusive city govt!! / If a tenant is causing problem, go after tenant NOT landlord. The tenants don't care about your la
penalty is not enforceable. Don't make this lack/enforcement a landlord problem

96
It has been disheartening to see so many older neighborhoods declining. Wish there was more pride in ownership. Seem
there are too many rentals in the area that have added to the declining neighborhood issue. 

97 It would be great if Wausau provided increased public transit services!



Other Suggestions or Comments

98
I've contacted and left many messages for city officials wanting to offer my professional advice but have never once ha
call returned.  I will add that there needs to be more of a focus on tenant responsibilities (water bills, lawns, etc).  

99 I've had several things stolen out of my garage and yard. MORE police routes would be appreciated!!!

100
JOB MARKET; RENTAL DIVERSITY prevent others from buying homes.  / Most blight is a result of economic cond
a lack of civic pride. reward "most improved" annually and continue investing in 400 block projs to increase pride, be 

101 land owners who do not care what the area looks like where they do not live

102
Lets bring back the neighborhoods!  Get neighbors involved with each other and the community.  Make it exciting to b
your neighborhood, take some pride back.  The city needs to listen to its people, there are alot of great ideas out there!

103
Limit rentals per block!!! Wausau is all rentals now; there's too much crime. This year we've had several homes broken
drug-related crimes

104 Listen-really listen to intelligent, caring citizens---Not chronic complainers.
105 live and let live

106

LIVING ON A STREET WITH TWO BARS ON THE CORNER. I THINK OWNERS SHOULD CHECK FOR GAR
LEFT BY THEIR CUSTOMERS EVERY MORNING. ESPECIALLY DURING THE SUMMER, OUR YARDS GE
BOTTLES CIGARETTE BUTTS AND OTHE GARBAGE LEFT ON OUR YARDS. 

107
Looking to buy first home. A lot of nicer options outside of wausau with newer developments. Would love to stay in W
but wish there were more newer (15 years or newer) homes to choose from. Lots are too small in most areas. 

108 loud car radios are a detriment
109 lower taxes by giving real assessments of value-the assessor has no checks or balances
110 Lower taxes by recovering your investment in development. 
111 LOWER TAXES OR JUSTIFY WHAT WE ALREADY PAY

112
MONITOR ANIMALS BETTER-OUR BLOCK-ASIANS HAVE 1 DOG, 3 DOVES, NUMEROUS CHICKENS, 
INCLUDING ROOSTERS!

113
Most duplex and single family home rentals are basically old, run down homes that are rented out and the owners don't
money back into them

114 MY NEIGHBORHOOD IS NOT PEACEFUL!!

115
N 6th St needs a traffic light soon at marquardt  / Heavy traffic several times daily - more opportunities to dispose of h
waste / Wausau taxes seem a bit high when combined with WI income taxes

116
Need change in city leadership and departments due to lack of coordination and outraageous spending geared to downt
new developments....with nothing left for older neighborhoods.  Most top leadership should be replaced. including dep

117
NEED FOR HIGHER RATED RESTAURANTS. NEED MORE HOUSING OPTIONS i.e. CONDOS.  MORE DIVE
POPULATION NEEDED

118 NEED MORE JOBS IN WEALTH PRODUCTION INDUSTRIES. TAXES ARE WAY TOO HIGH

119
Need to enforce present ordinances. I've lost count how many times I have called inspections and no action has been ta
car behind my house is parked in my neighbor's driveway-hasn't been registered in years!!

120 need to return to neighborhood policing

121
Neighborhoods must be cherished and preserved. Street widening projects and traffic routings and speeds need to be co
with neighborhoods. More investment , home remodeling, upgrades need to b considered for the inner city areas.

122
Neighbors that dont cut their grass and leave junk in the yard. It is really terrible to look at those eye sores each day I w
to sit outside.

123 New Logo "sucks"

124
Noise that vibrates the house each year from Faith Christian Academy on 28th Ave. Something should be done to prev
Street light on 28th&Glendale hasn't been repaired in 7 yrs / Paving on our street not done properly; should be fixed

125
Not going to be able to park trailers, boats, etc on any surface that is not paved even if it is in the back yard and cannot
from the road will be difficult given the size of city lots.

126 Not sure why we have to spend money to fund a survey? Common sense tells us what has been happening to our neigh

127
Owner's spouse completed this survey due to the death of my husband and all health issues played a huge part in losing
home of 45 years, due to loss of finances

128 People don't clean up after their dogs on stevens drive and need to keep sidewalks passable.

129

PEOPLE DONT WANT TO LIVE IN AREAS WITH RUNDOWN HOMES & OUTBUILDINGS BAD ROOFS ARE
PROBLEM AND I DONT UNDERSTAND WHY THE CITY HAS BANNED STEEL ROOFS- THEY ARE BETTE
THE ENVIRONMENT(NO NEED TO REPLACE EVERY 15-20 YEARS) CHEAPER



Other Suggestions or Comments

130
Please check/inspect: / 1006 Elm St-looks vacant and lawn not mowed / 816 Elm-numerous vehicles in yard / corner o
ave&maple-very unkept

131
Please do not make home owners decide if they should buy medicine, food, or a paved driveway! That ordinance stink
way, my driveway is paved)

132
Please have people keep up homes. I am from Milwaukee and always wanted to live in this area, but there are so many
that are rentals and not kept up!!

133
Please help 200 block of North 10th Ave too many rentals previously owned by families!!! Couches/computers in yard
out, poor lawn care, 1 rental has 4-6 cars parked on road at time, A LOT of theft of bikes, out of cars, and boats. Sad : 

134 Plus junker homes and junker neighbors in the immediate area

135
Poor economic outlook and drugs are dragging the city down. / It is inconceivable that the city thinks that one code enf
office can possibly handle all the thousands of issues regarding residential properties.

136
Proofread paperwork before distributing.  Define "neighborhood", not sure if it meant school district are or what I cons
neighborhood.

137 Put warming center in neighborhood...
138 raze homes to 4th street from downtown area to bridge st create green space/apartments/boutique store in that area
139 reduce train noise / lower taxes
140 Rental housing within neighborhoods of owner occupants is what is blighting large blocks of homes in Wausau.

141
Rental properties are ruining beautiful old neighborhoods, regulate & inspect, hire more inspectors, do not allow absen
landlords, require landlords to be licensed.  Make the fines mean something. Streets, sidewalks, sewers need attention.

142

RENTAL PROPERTIES FOR SALE OR RENT NEED TO BE KEPT UP BY CURRENT OWNERS OR REALTOR
CERTAIN AREAS HAVE HOUSES WHERE "GROUPS" GATHER DO NOT FEEL SAFE COMFORTABLE WAL
PAST THESE HOUSES.

143
ROAD CONDITIONS (BUMPS, HOLES, ETC) ARE QUITE BAD THROUGH PARTS OF THE CITY ESPECIALL
GRAND AVE. a TRAFFIC CIRCLE/ROUNDABUOT IDEA MAY HELP CONJESTION AT GRAND AVE/THOM

144

SCHOOLS HAVE BECOME WAREHOUSES FOR OUR CHILDREN. / TOO MANY SICK OR DEAD TREES IN 
MEDIAN STRIPS ARE NOT MOWED; COULD HAVE FLOWERS PLANTED AND HAVE SUMMER HELP MA
THEM. / TOO MUCH ILLEGAL DRUG ACTIVITY.

145 see additional sheet

146
Since coming to Wausau from the Detroit area in 1976 we have seen a decline in the condition of neighborhoods, high
and more crime, to name a few. It is still a nice place to live.

147 small lot size is detrimental for most families.  Habitat homes do not belong in higher taxed areas.
148 Snow removal-sidewalks are a disaster all winter / I hope this isn't a waste of time and money.

149
Start enforcing housing code, and actually enforce it....get some teeth.  Lower taxes...we are still too high compared to 
neighboring municipalities, and new people just move there.  Not good for the long term.  

150 Start fining seriously the slum landlords especially on Ross Avenue.  Make their lives miserable for housing "deadbeat
151 Stewart Ave and Thomas St need improvement
152 STOP CHANGING FEES TO FIX UP HOMES (ROOF, DOORS, WINDOWS)

153
STOP CONTRACTING OUT WATER BILL. CONSCENTRATE ON CORE FUNCTION OF GOVERNMENT, PO
FIRES, PUBLIC SCHOOLS, COURTS, PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ROADS.

154
Stop wasting taxpayer dollars,e.g. study to locate westside fire building, can't the chief figure that out?  I could.     Rea
of property--City taxpayers overpay to school district vs. other localities.

155 Tax incentives from the city to property owners for home improvements.

156
Taxes are huge why people build outside city limits, and trying to renovate is huge hassle.   Have to pay for a permit fo
putting on a door or screen door.  When we move it will be out of the city.  Wausau is only good for starter home buye

157 Taxes are the only reason outlying people state is the reason
158 Taxes are way too high compared to surrounding communities

159
Taxes are way too high. In a way it's my fault, I thought taxes on the lake weren't that bad-They're worse! However I ch
Wausau because this is where I do my thing. I rarely go to Rib Mountain anymore. 

160 taxes are way too high-especially in comparison to other cities in WI and the country! / 
161 taxes in wausau area are our of liu with other similar cities in WI-Appleton, Fon Du Lac, etc. etc.
162 taxes is a big issue. An avg home @100k will command 2k-2.5k/year. In today's economy, many families do not have 

163
TAXES MUST COME DOWN IN ORDER FOR PEOPLE TO CONSIDER WAUSAU.  PEOPLE CAN  BUY MOR
AND PAY FEWER TAXES IN SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS. WE NEED MORE GOOD PAYING JOBS 



Other Suggestions or Comments
164 taxes still WAY too high for this area, will be the reason we leave sooner

165
Taxes too high. Rentals in disarray, lawn has not been cut yet this season. garbage piled on back porch. Should not allo
campfires in the city limits.  I do not live living in a campground with smoke blowing in my yard/windows.

166
Taxes-Remember Mayor Tipple-Fix it or Freeze it! Far and away, taxes are the biggest thing! / Monitor usage of skatin
Brockmeier park. With west side growing as it is maybe a pool on that side of town would be nice.

167
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to give our opinions.  / We think the area you have ID'd on the East side is ver
is correct. We also think all of Thomas Street is a mess and a disgrace.

168
The alcohol consumption and the noise on the 400 Block needs to be addressed as well as late night activity. Is wish th
curfew for the 400 block.  

169 The best neighbors moved away. Please see attached letter for more comments.

170
The city also needs to look at the number of people useing the streets to park their large work vehicles. I know of some
that have 2 or 3 large vehicles and they just keep moving them around the streets to avoid tickets as they only use 1 at 

171
the city of wausau has policies in place for blight etc. but does not do anything about it. Driving down the streets and s
homes & yards that look like dumps for years is unexcusable. Alot of rental properties are not kept up. the city needs to

172 The lack of full time/benefit jobs are extremely limited in the city of Wausau/Marathon County. Lack of income create

173

THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN WHICH WE LIVE HAS RECENTLY SEEN AN INCREASE IN CRIME & DRUP ACT
IT SUGGEST THE NEIGHBORHOOD IS GETTING RUN DOWN & SAFETY IS DECLINING.  THE PROPERTIE
ALSO BEING EFFECTED.

174
The neighborhoods along lower Washington, Jefferson, Scott Street, Grant all are uninviting and undesirable. These ar
always been this way. If we were buying our house again at 924 Jefferson St., we would simply not buy.

175 The problem of drugs and crime from people not following our laws and lifestyle (culture) or nationality.
176 The property taxes are way too high. School allocations are out of line.

177
The rise of different ethnic cultures has made Wausau decline and increase crime. More rental properties increase, dec
property. / Theft of lawn ornaments and vandalism of landscaping. This is why my house is for sale-I want to move ou

178
The schools local weaken year after year and the UW has become one of the weakest systems in the country.  Without 
significant changes Wisconsin will be sold off to the highest bidder - the median family income in Wausau is 41k...poo

179
The Southeast side needs to have the streets resurfaced!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   Kent Street to the West is awful, as are the res
streets over here.  I enjoy riding my bike over here, the roads are just so pitted and awful!

180
there are people who park facing the wrong way; people that play loud music; and people that mow their grass and put 
in the gutter

181
There are way too many rentals in our neighborhood.  Some of our renters (neighbors) are great but for the most part th
landlords only do the minimum property maintenance.

182 There is all these rules that are made and most of them are never kept so I dont see any use of these questions

183
There was a beautiful home torn down to put in a parking lot for WPD, while there is a terrible eyesore house at 705 E
that should be condemned, it's always brought up at neighborhood meetings but nothing has been done. Please do som

184
THERE'S BECOMING TOO MANY MIGRANTS ON THE EAST SIDE; DAMAGES TO PROPERTY, PERSONAL
BELONGINGS, BURGLARIES, ALCOHOL, DRUGS, ALL IN PAPER DAILY. 

185
These steep hills on the east side are another drawback to the neighborhood.  What they did in 1940 before good snow
and 4wd would be a good story.

186 This survey is obviously to target rental property. The real problem is the landlord has lost their rights to () bad tenants
187 ticket people for not stopping at stop signs
188 Too many rental properties that are not maintained / too much car and motor noise-go too fast on 7th street
189 Too much drug trafficking and break-ins
190 TOO MUCH HEROINE! YOU NEED TO GET THE DRUGS OFF THE STREETS!
191 Too much low income housing given to Asians, etc. None left for our white low income people.
192 TOO MUCH LOW INCOME HOUSING IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA
193 Total waste of tax $$

194
Unsupervised children in the area is greatly increasing-have the police department talk to these parents and hold them 
responsibile for the damages their children cause.  Also the roads in my neighborhood are in need of repair, nothing is 

195 utility stations are splashed with several shades of green-not finished, very messy look
196 Very concerned about increased rentals and lack of respect, consideration & responsibility of tenants and landlords

197
Wausau definitely needs more qualified building inspectors who are charged with enforcing building codes.  The part-t
currently on staff are simply NOT able to do this. We need to be seen as a good place to live, work and visit.  Fund thi



Other Suggestions or Comments
198 WAUSAU HAS GOOD SCHOOLS AND IS A GOOD MEDICAL CITY.

199
Wausau is a wonderful place to live, and raise a family. Recently though, many good, hard-working homeowners have
from working or middle class to working poor. Now is not the time to enforce upper-middle class values on struggling 

200
Wausau is developing slum neighborhoods-a sad reality. We need to stop bringing in post criminal individuals to this a
get a grip on the drug dealers. I have had at least 12 dealers on my block alone since I've moved here.

201
Wausau is looking like a very "run down city' as far as some residential areas.   Other areas of the city are looking grea
There are residential areas I would not walk through.   

202 Wausau is slowly falling apart

203
Wausau needs to change it's laws on the number of multi-rentals that can be had in a neighborhood. Blanket zoning wh
allows anyone to turn their once single family home into a multi family rental drags down the neighborhood and prope

204
WAUSAU NEEDS TO CLEAN UP LAKE WAUSAU, IMPROVE JOB PICTURE AND GENERAL DECLINE OF 
WAUSAU, ADDRESS DETERIOATION OF CITY STREETS, ESPECIALLY  THOMAS AND GRAND

205
WAUSAU NEEDS TO GET A GRIP ON DRUGS & CRIME THAT COMES WITH TOO MAY LOW-LIFES MOV
NOT LIKE IT WAS WHILE I WAS GROWING UP!

206
Wausau Police need to be more diligent on addressing the drug sales and use in the Wuasau and surrounding area. / Str
on slum lords

207 wausau seems to be on the right track/improvements keeping the younger generation / 

208
Wausau's future depends on the economy improving. Scott Walker's terrible budget will further deteriorate schools and
care for the poor. All of this is moot when the most basic needs are jobs, good healthcare, and great schools

209
Wausau's natural environment is a "no brainer".... Wausau's officials, etc, work very hard at it....with a "+" yield... / W
bus route to Rib mountain for many valid reasons, for the people of Wausau, even if it causes a cut in the budget.  / 

210 We bought are house and have been and will be working on fixing it! Encourage home ownership with the intention of
211 We have been trying for some time to find a good home in Wausau and haven't yet found what we are looking for.

212
We have lived in our home for 28 years and I am saddened to see the neighborhood continue to deteriorate.  Several re
homes are older and are in disrepair.  Green space was replaced with two unoccupied recently built Fresh Start homes.

213
we live on the south side of town there are so many unkept lawns the sidewalks need to be cleaned or swept.  I can't be
some people let their yard get.  Go for a walk down here streets need sweep too.

214 We need more things for families to do. Wausau's east side is falling apart
215 we need to get this drug problem under wrap and the gangster wanna-be's out of here

216
we need to update the grand avenue corridor. A green belt would be better than the run-down homes there. Downtown 
not be the only area the city is concerned with. If I could do it over I would not live in Wausau

217
We own a rental property and take great pride in both our properties, unfortunately many do not. Wausau needs a strict
enforcement for tenants and landlords as well as run-down homes

218
We really feel that the improvement of rental properties and absent landlords is Wausau's main problem.  There is a rea
enforce the maintenance of your home and property

219
We really feel that the improvement of rental properties and absent landlords is Wausau's main problem.  There is a rea
enforce the maintenance of your home and property

220

WE RECENTLY MOVED FROM EAST SIDE OF WAUSAU TO WEST SIDE AND ARE VERY THANKFUL TO
AWAY FROM ALL THE RENTAL PROPERTIES, CRIME & DRUGS BY THE RAILROAD TRACKS.  UNSIGH
TOILETS IN FRONT YARDS, GARBAGE, UNUSED VEHICLES IN YARD. E SIDE NEEDS CLEANING!

221
We would like to see much higher quality of road maintenance and starting one project & completing it ASAP/coordin
contractor services so it is possible to finish ASAP

222
When I lived on the 600 block of Washington St, I would not even cross 7th street at night. There is so much crime an
We make our downtown more becoming to drug dealers and felons in general rather than law-abiding citizens.

223 WHOEVER TYPED THIS AND WHOEVER PROOFREAD IT SHOULD BE EMBARRASSED

224

WILL ATTEMPT TO RETIRE ELSEWHERE, TOO MUCH CRIME, NO LONGER SAFE IN WAUSAU. IT IS HER
PERCEPTION - CHECK OUT THE JAIL FOR DRUG CRIMES ETC. NO REHABILITATION OF INNER CITY P
PLUS DRUGS. THERE IS A ENTITLED MENTATILITY. STOP BUILDING LOW INCO

225 Yellow house on the corner of Chellis & 11th ave is a complete eyesore, yard is not kept up and house garbage always

226
you need to start fining people for not mowing lawns in summer, leaving undergrowth get out of control, running onto 
property & not removing snow on walks and cross corners
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