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CITY OF WAUSAU 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
LEGAL SERVICES - BOND COUNSEL 

 
The City of Wausau is seeking bond counsel and other legal services in connection with the issuance of general 
obligation and revenue bonds during a five year period.  The City may, at its sole discretion, seek up to two 
additional one year extensions.   
 
During the term of the contract, the Firm shall give advice relating to other debt matters and tax increment 
financing advice as requested.  Such advice shall be considered “Additional Service” and shall be paid for at the 
hourly rate(s) shown on the schedule of Hourly Rates. 
 
A copy of our 2013 official statement providing details on the community and historical debt issuance is attached.  
 
When submitting a proposal the following information must be included in your submittal.   
 
1. Introduce your Firm  - Identify your firm, contact name, address, telephone number and email address and 

a general profile of the firm. 
 
2. Capabilities and Technical Experience - Provide the qualifications of the attorney(s) that will be assigned 

to the City of Wausau and their experience with federal securities law and regulations.  Include in this 
discussion the depth of resources your firm has available in the event the primary attorney is unavailable 
and disclose the number of full time attorneys in your firm who specialize in municipal securities law.  
Include your ability to provide legal counsel relative to non-routine or specialized legal/tax issues that 
may arise relative to a bond or note issue or other legal matters relative to the city’s capital financing 
program.  Provide a description of specific tax increment financing advisory services that will 
demonstrate a depth of experience your firm offers.  Discuss your ability to provide legal counsel with 
regard to arbitrage rules, IRS laws, State of Wisconsin law with regard to bond/note issuance, tax 
increment financing and other pertinent legal issues.  Discuss any potential conflicts you may have that 
would impair your ability to act as bond counsel for the city.  Provide a brief summary of the process you 
would use to assist the city with a bond or note issue, including timing requirements you may have with 
regard to providing services.  Submit a resume of the individual(s) who will manage and advise the city.  
The resume(s) should include relevant experience and indicate the nature and extent of the individual’s 
involvement in similar work.  Include a list of recently completed bond issues. 

  
3.   Past Experience - List other employees who will be assigned to this project, the capacity in which they 

will serve, and their qualifications and experience. 
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4. Pricing – Describe your fees and methodology for billing.  Provide a schedule of hourly rates that will 
apply for additional services provided. 

 
5.   References - Provide at least three references of municipalities located within the State of Wisconsin, 

including a contact name, telephone number and email address. 
 
6. Contract -  Provide a contract for services.   
 
5. Please submit 5 copies of your proposal along with a jump drive PDF copy by 4PM, Wednesday, 

May 21, 2014.  The Finance Committee would like to schedule interviews with the top ranking 
firms on June 3rd beginning at 4PM.   

  
 The mailing and hand delivery address is: 
 

Wausau City Hall 
Attn:  Maryanne Groat, CPA 
Finance Director 
407 Grant Street 
Wausau, WI  54403  
 

6.   Direct all questions and replies to: 
  
 Maryanne Groat, CPA 
 Finance Director 
 City of Wausau 
 407 Grant Street 
 Wausau WI 54403 
 mgroat@ci.wausau.wi.us 
 Telephone: 715-261-6645 
 Fax:  715-261-0319 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
The City reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals or portions thereof without stated cause.   
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Proposals will be evaluated using the following criteria: 

  General  Quality of the Response      10 
  Experience of Firm with Financing and Other Work   30 
  Qualifications of Attorney(s)      30 
  Understanding of the Services To Be Provided    10 
  Qualifications/Depth/Strength of Firm     20 
                    100  

The City reserves the right to negotiate a change in any element of the contract or proposal to achieve the best 
overall value for the city. 
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