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This pamphlet is published by the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration in cooperation 
with the Attorney General pursuant to Wis. Stat. 
§ 32.26(6). It provides information on how the 
Wisconsin condemnation process works, but is 
not to be construed as legal advice. An acquiring 
authority must make this pamphlet available to 
potentially impacted property owners prior to 
initiating negotiations for property that may be 
acquired for a public project. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEGOTIATIONS 
The acquiring authority must negotiate with the 
property owner for the property purchase and 
must consider the full narrative appraisal to 
establish the property’s fair market value during 
negotiations. It must provide a map showing all 
property the project impacts and the names of at 
least 10 neighbors who are receiving offers. If the 
project affects fewer than 10 owners, the 
acquiring authority must give the names of all 
offerees. Property owners may inspect and make 
copies of any maps the acquiring authority holds. 
The acquiring authority may consider relocation 
benefits during negotiations. 
 
In partial acquisitions, fair market value is the 
greater of either the fair market value of the part 
acquired or the difference between the entire 
property value before acquisition and its value 
after. If only part of the property is acquired and 
an uneconomic remnant remains, the acquiring 
authority must also offer to acquire the 
uneconomic remnant. An uneconomic remnant is 
the property remaining after a partial taking, if 
the property remaining is of such size, shape or 
condition to be of little value or of substantially 
impaired economic viability. 
 
Compensation for an easement is either the 
difference between the property value 
immediately before and immediately after the 
date of evaluation. The date of evaluation is the 
date the conveyance is recorded in the register of 
deeds in the county holding the property. 
 
If the property owner agrees to a negotiated sale, 
the acquiring authority must record the 
conveyance with the county register of deeds. 
After recording, the acquiring authority must 
provide notice of the conveyance to all owners of 
record, by certified mail or personal service, as 
well as of their right to appeal the compensation 
award within 6 months of the recording date. 
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This brochure provides information on 
how the condemnation process works in 
Wisconsin, including the rights of 
property owners impacted by the 
process. More detailed information is 
available in Wis. Stat. Ch. 32. 
 

Last Updated September 2017 

INTRODUCTION 
The Wisconsin Constitution, Article. 1, section 
13 establishes eminent domain authority, which 
is the power to take private property for a public 
purpose with payment of just compensation. The 
Eminent Domain Statute, Wis. Stat. Ch. 32, vests 
several public and private entities with eminent 
domain power. Condemnation is the legal 
process by which the acquiring authority 
exercises its eminent domain power. 
 
The following are jurisdictional requirements 
that the acquiring authority must obey in order to 
condemn property. An acquiring authority must 
respect these stipulations regardless of whether it 
intends to exercise its eminent domain power to 
condemn property.   

 
RELOCATION ORDER 

The Eminent Domain Statute requires specific 
entities to make a relocation order that provides 
for the laying out, relocation and improvement of 
a transportation-related facility prior to initiating 
negotiations. The order must include a map or 
plat showing the old and new facility locations, 
as well as the land and interests required for the 
project. Within 20 days of its issue, a copy of the 
order must be filed with the county clerk where 
the lands are located. 
 

APPRAISAL 
The acquiring authority must obtain at least one 
appraisal for each property it will acquire prior to 
initiating negotiations. When obtaining and 
drafting the appraisal, the appraiser must consult 
with the property owner. Once completed, the 
appraiser must provide the property owner with 
a full narrative appraisal. Also, the acquiring 
authority must notify the property owner that he 
may obtain his own appraisal at the (reasonable) 
expense of the acquiring authority, which must 
be submitted to the acquiring authority within 60 
days of obtaining the acquiring authority’s 
appraisal.  
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JURISDICTIONAL OFFER 

If negotiations fail, the acquiring authority must 
provide the property owner with a jurisdictional 
offer. The offer must be delivered either by 
certified mail or personal service and include: (1) 
a description of the nature of the project; (2) a 
description of the property to be acquired; (3) the 
proposed date of occupancy; (4) the 
compensation offer; (5) notice that any additional 
items payable may be claimed for relocation 
assistance; (6) a statement that the appraisal on 
which the offer is based is available for viewing; 
and (6) notice that the owner has 2 years from the 
date the acquiring authority takes the property by 
award to appeal for greater compensation, even 
if the owner has already accepted and used the 
award. 
 
A lis pendens gives notice to interested parties 
that the property may be acquired for public use. 
One must be filed with the register of deeds for 
the county in which the property is located within 
14 days of when the offer is personally served or 
mailed. An owner must accept or reject the offer 
within 20 days of the offer’s service or mailing 
date. If accepted, title transfers to the acquiring 
authority and the owner must be paid within 60 
days. If rejected in writing by all owners of 
record, the acquiring authority may make an 
award of compensation. 
 

CONTESTING THE RIGHT OF 
CONDEMNATION 

Within 40 days from the date of service or the 
mailing date of the jurisdictional offer, an owner 
who wants to contest the right of condemnation 
for any reason other than the inadequacy of the 
amount of compensation, must commence an 
action in the circuit court of the county where the 
property is located, naming the condemnor as the 
defendant. However, if the owner has already 
accepted and retained any of the compensation, 
such an appeal may not be filed.  
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AWARD OF COMPENSATION 
If the owner fails to accept the jurisdictional offer 
within 20 days of personal service or the mailing 
date, or if all owners of record reject the offer in 
writing, the acquiring authority may deliver a 
written award of damages by certified mail or 
personal service. This is called the award of 
compensation and must include: (1) a property 
description; (2) a description of the interest to be 
acquired; (3) the date of occupancy; (4) the 
amount of compensation (at least equal to the 
jurisdictional offer); and (5) a statement that the 
acquiring authority has complied with all 
jurisdictional requirements. 
 
After the acquiring authority has served the 
award and provided payment, it shall record the 
award with the register of deeds for the county in 
which the property is located. At the time of 
recording, title vests in the acquiring authority. 
This date is called the date of evaluation. 

 
OCCUPANCY & WRIT OF 

ASSISTANCE 
The acquiring authority must provide at least 90 
days written notice to the property owner of the 
required move date. If title vests with the 
acquiring authority before that 90-day period 
ends, the occupant will be able to live in the 
property rent-free for the first 30 days, beginning 
on the 1st or 15th day of the month after title vests 
with the acquiring authority. If the occupant 
denies the condemnor the right of possession of 
the property at the end of the 90-day period, the 
acquiring authority may apply to the court for the 
county in which the property is located for a writ 
of assistance to be put in possession of the 
property upon 48-hour notice to the occupant. 
The court shall grant the writ of assistance if all 
jurisdictional requirements to condemn have 
been complied with, the award has been paid and 
comparable property has been made available. 
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CONTESTING THE 
COMPENSATION AWARD 

Any party having ownership interest in the 
acquired property has 2 years from the date of 
evaluation to challenge the compensation award. 
To challenge the award, any party of interest 
must appeal to the judge for the circuit court 
holding the property for assignment to the 
condemnation commission. When one party of 
interest appeals the award, no other party may 
file a separate appeal, but instead must join the 
existing appeal by serving notice on the 
condemnation commission and appellant within 
10 days of receiving notice of the appeal. The 
jurisdictional offer or basic award may not be 
disclosed to the condemnation commission. 
Whether the commission decides that the fair 
market value is greater or less than the 
compensation award, payments should be made 
within 70 days after the date of the filing of the 
award unless it is appealed to the circuit court. 
 
Any party to the condemnation commission 
proceeding may appeal the award to the circuit 
court of the county holding the property. The 
sole issues to be tried are the question of title, if 
any, and the amount of just compensation the 
condemnor must pay. A jury must try this appeal 
unless waived by both parties. The jurisdictional 
offer, the basic award, or the condemnations 
commission’s award may not be disclosed during 
the trial. Awarded money must be paid within 60 
days of the judgement entry. 
 
Parties with ownership interest in the acquired 
property may waive the appeal to the 
condemnation commission, appealing directly to 
the circuit court of the county holding the 
property within 2 years of the evaluation date. 
This appeal takes priority over all other actions 
not then on trial. The sole issues to be examined 
are the question of title, if any, and the 
compensation amount the condemnor must pay.  
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The appeal must be tried by a jury unless waived 
by both parties. The jurisdictional offer or basic 
award amounts may not be disclosed during trial. 
No other party of interest can file a separate 
appeal, but may join the existing appeal by 
providing notice to the condemnor and the 
appellant by certified mail or personal service 
within 10 days of receipt of notice of the appeal.  
 

LITIGATION EXPENSES/COSTS 
Litigation expenses shall be awarded to the 
displaced person if: (1) the acquiring authority 
abandons the proceeding; (2) the court decides 
the condemnor does not have the right to 
condemn the property or there is no need for its 
taking; (3) the judgment is for the plaintiff in an 
action under Wis. Stat. s. 32.10; (4) the 
condemnation commission award exceeds the 
jurisdictional offer or the highest written offer 
prior to it by $700 and 15% or more and neither 
party appeals the award to the circuit court; (5) 
the court-approved jury verdict under Wis. Stat. 
s. 32.05(11) exceeds the jurisdictional offer or 
the highest written offer prior to it by $700 and 
15% or more; (6) the condemnee appeals a 
condemnation commission award that exceeds 
the jurisdictional offer or the highest written 
offer prior to it by $700 and 15% or more, if the 
court-approved jury verdict under s. 32.05(10) 
exceeds the award of the condemnation 
commission by $700 and 15% or more; (7) the 
condemnor appeals the condemnation 
commission award, if the court-approved jury 
verdict exceeds the jurisdictional offer or the 
highest written offer prior to it by $700 and 15% 
or more; or (8) the condemnee appeals an award 
of the condemnation commission that does not 
exceed the jurisdictional offer or the highest 
written offer prior to it by 15% if the court-
approved jury verdict under s. 32.05(1) exceeds 
the jurisdictional offer or the highest written 
offer prior to it by $700 or 15%. 
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NOTE: If you are notified that you will be 
displaced, it is important that you DO NOT 
move before you learn what you must do to 
receive the relocation payments and other 
assistance to which you are entitled. 
 
 
 
 
This pamphlet is published by the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration in cooperation 
with the Attorney General pursuant to Wis. Stat. 
§ 32.26(6). It is not to be construed as legal 
advice. A displacing agency must make this 
pamphlet available to a displaced person before 
beginning the acquisition of the property for the 
public project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

preparation of a relocation plan, it must provide 
the following information: (1) a description of 
the nature of the proposed project; (2) notice to 
the owner that the tenants are being contacted to 
obtain information to prepare the plan; (3) 
caution to the owner against eviction of tenants 
before acquisition; (4) explanation that the  
tenants are being advised not to move 
prematurely; and (5) notice that in the event the 
tenants move before acquisition, an owner may 
qualify for a rent loss payment. 
 
The agency must provide a tenant or owner-
occupant of a property the following 
information: (1) a statement describing the 
nature of a proposed project; (2) a warning 
against a premature move which may jeopardize 
relocation entitlements, (3) the date acquisition 
will begin; (4) a summary of relocation 
assistance and benefits; and (5) the contact 
information for an agency representative to 
contact with questions. 

 
RELOCATION PLAN 

A displacing agency must prepare, submit and 
have DOA Legal approve a relocation plan 
before initiating negotiations for property 
acquisition. The plan aims to ensure that an 
agency will provide adequate relocation 
payments and services and to determine whether 
displaced persons can be sufficiently relocated. 
 

ADVISORY SERVICES 
The displacing agency must provide sufficient 
relocation assistance to displaced persons. 
Through ongoing interaction with the displaced 
person the agency can provide tailored services 
to help in a move including: finding suitable 
replacement housing; relocation payment 
eligibility; move arrangements; filing relocation 
claims; and providing appeal procedure 
information. 
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This brochure is a summary of services 
and payments available for residential 
owners and tenants who are required to 
move for public projects. For more 
details on state relocation law and 
regulations, please contact the 
displacing agency or refer to: Wis. Stat. 
§§ 32.185 - 32.27 & Wis. Admin. Code 
Ch. Adm 92. 

 

Revised: September 2017 

INTRODUCTION 
When an agency undertakes a publicly-funded 
improvement project, it may be necessary to 
move people from their homes. If a public project 
displaces you, the displacing agency must 
provide certain benefits and services to ensure 
that you experience minimum loss and 
inconvenience. This brochure aims to help you 
understand your relocation rights, in addition to 
the acquisition payments that would normally be 
made for the purchase of real property for public 
use, if you are displaced from your home. 

 
NOTICE 

An agency must provide property owners and 
potentially displaced persons with relocation 
information prior to displacement of the person.  
 
If a public hearing is held for a project which may 
involve property acquisition and displacement of 
a person the following must be provided: (1) 
general information about relocation services 
and payments; (2) a statement that the agency 
shall prepare a relocation plan for approval by the 
state relocation specialist prior to acquisition and 
that persons potentially impacted by the project 
will be contacted to obtain information to prepare 
the plan; (3) identification of project boundaries 
and an estimate of the number of residential and 
nonresidential properties to be acquired; (4) a 
statement that a person who moves prematurely 
may jeopardize relocation entitlements and that 
sufficient time to relocate will be provided; and 
(5) the name, address and telephone number for 
an agency representative to contact if further 
information is needed about relocation assistance 
matters.  
 
When an agency first contacts a rental property 
owner to obtain information necessary for the 
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Residential 



 
FAIR HOUSING 

Housing discrimination against members of a 
protected class is illegal. The displacing agency 
must assure that housing is available on a non-
discriminatory basis and is drawn from 
opportunities within the entire housing market. A 
copy of the Wisconsin Open Housing Law, Wis. 
Stat. § 106.50, should be provided to low income 
and minority homeowners or tenants.  
 

SECTION 104(d) 
Section 104(d) of the Housing and Community 
Development Act establishes requirements for 
those utilizing federal funds to convert or 
demolish low income housing including: 
replacement, on a one-for-one basis, of all 
occupied and vacant occupiable lower-income 
dwelling units demolished or converted to a use 
other than low-income dwelling units; 
certification that funding recipients have and are 
following a residential antidisplacement and 
relocation assistance plan; and relocation 
assistance to lower-income residential tenants 
displaced as a direct result of demolition of any 
dwelling unit or conversion of a lower-income 
dwelling unit. Low-income residential tenants 
include those whose income does not exceed 80% 
of the median income for the HUD established 
area. If eligible, you will receive assistance based 
on estimated needs for 60-months either in cash 
or under the Housing Choice Voucher Program. 
Cash assistance is computed by subtracting the 
greater of: (1) 30% of household adjusted 
monthly income; (2) 10% of household gross 
monthly income; or (3) welfare rent allowance 
and estimated average monthly rent costs for your 
new home. Moving and other allowed expenses 
are the same as those offered under the URA. 
 

TAX 
State relocation payments are not subject to 
Wisconsin income tax. Displaced persons are 
advised to seek qualified tax counsel. 
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OTHER INFORMATION 
Please also consider the following information. 
 

UNIFORM RELOCATION ACT 
A displacing agency undertaking a project that 
receives federal financial assistance must make any 
additional payments required by the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act (URA). The agency should 
advise you of your eligibility. 

 
OCCUPANCY 

A displaced person will not be required to move 
without at least 90 days written notice. An occupant 
shall have rent free use of the property for 30 days 
beginning the 1st or 15th day of the month after title 
vests in the displacing agency, whichever is sooner. 
After those 30 days, rent charged for use of the 
property between the date of acquisition and the 
date of displacement may not exceed the economic 
rent or the rent paid to the former owner, whichever 
is less. NOTE: A person will not be required to 
move until a comparable replacement property is 
available. 
 

FILING A RELOCATION CLAIM 
The displacing agency should provide you with 
claim forms. A relocation claim should be filed as 
soon as possible after a displaced person moves and 
related expenses have been incurred. Claims must 
be filed within 2 years after the displacing agency 
has taken physical possession of the property. It is 
important that displaced persons file proof of 
expenses incurred including receipts and invoices. 
Agencies should pay relocation expenses promptly. 
 

APPEALS 
If you are displaced and not satisfied with your 
relocation assistance or benefits you may: (1) file an 
appeal with the displacing agency; (2) file an appeal 
with DOA; or (3) file an appeal under Wis. Stat. § 
32.20. 
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MOVING COSTS 
The displacing agency will compensate you for 
moving yourself and personal property to a new 
location. You may choose payment based on one 
of the following: (1) actual reasonable cost; or (2) 
fixed payment schedule.  
 

ACTUAL REASONABLE COST 
You may be reimbursed for actual, reasonable 
expenses in moving personal property. To be 
reimbursed, you must incur the expense and 
submit a claim supported by receipts. Eligible 
expenses include: moving persons and personal 
property; packing, crating and unpacking; storage 
for up to 12 months; replacement value of 
property lost, stolen or damaged in moving if 
insurance was not available; insurance for loss or 
damage in transit; disconnecting and reconnecting 
appliances and utilities. 
 

FIXED PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
A fixed payment is generally based on the number 
of rooms in the dwelling. One or more rooms may 
be added for property stored in a basement, attic, 
garage or outbuildings. A fixed payment schedule 
claim does not require proof of the actual moving 
costs. If federal dollars are involved, agencies can 
follow the federal fixed payment schedule. 

 
 

TEMPORARY DISPLACEMENT 
Temporarily displaced persons are eligible for 
actual out-of-pocket expenses incurred as a result 
of moving to and from a temporary dwelling, and 
increased rent or utility costs. 
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RELOCATION PAYMENTS 
Whether you are a displaced owner or tenant you 
may be entitled to relocation payments, including 
move, search, housing replacement and incidental 
expenses. NOTE:  If federal and state/local 
dollars are involved, the displaced person is 
eligible for the higher benefit amount. 

 
REPLACEMENT HOUSING 

If you own and occupy your home for at least 180 
days (90 days if federal dollars are involved) prior 
to the initiation of negotiations and you purchase 
a replacement property, you are entitled to a 
“differential” payment of up to $25,000 ($31,000 
if federal dollars are involved). This helps offset 
the difference between the property acquisition 
price and the cost of purchasing or renting a 
comparable replacement property, but may not 
cover the entire cost. You also may be eligible for 
an increased mortgage interest payment and 
incidental expenses incurred in purchasing a 
replacement dwelling.  
 
If you own and occupy your home for at least 90 
days prior to the initiation of negotiations and you 
purchase a replacement dwelling you may be 
eligible for down payment assistance of up to 
$8,000 on a replacement dwelling.  
 
If you own and occupy your home for at least 90 
days prior to the initiation of negotiations and 
rent you may be eligible for up to $8,000.  
 
If you rent for at least 90 days prior to the 
initiation of negotiations and rent, you are eligible 
for a payment of up to $8,000.  
 
If you are a 90-day tenant who chooses to 
purchase a replacement dwelling, you may 
receive up to $8,000 towards a down payment.   
 
An agency may exceed these amounts if necessary 
to obtain a comparable replacement. 
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RELOCATION PAYMENTS ARE 
NOT TAXABLE 

State relocation payments are not subject to 
Wisconsin income tax. Displaced persons 
should carefully review the tax consequences of 
relocation payments, and are advised to seek 
qualified tax counsel. 

 

NOTE: If you are notified that you will be 
displaced, it is important that you DO NOT 
move before you learn what you must do to 
receive the relocation payments and other 
assistance to which you are entitled. 
 
 
This pamphlet is published by the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration in cooperation 
with the Attorney General pursuant to Wis. Stat. 
§ 32.26(6). It is not to be construed as legal 
advice. A displacing agency must make this 
pamphlet available to a displaced person before 
beginning the acquisition of the property for the 
public project. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

preparation of a relocation plan, it must provide 
the following information: (1) a description of 
the nature of the proposed project; (2) notice to 
the owner that the tenants are being contacted to 
obtain information to prepare the plan; (3) 
caution to the owner against eviction of tenants 
before acquisition; (4) explanation that the  
tenants are being advised not to move 
prematurely; and (5) notice that in the event the 
tenants move before acquisition, an owner may 
qualify for a rent loss payment. 
 
The agency must provide a tenant or owner-
occupant of a property the following 
information: (1) a statement describing the 
nature of a proposed project; (2) a warning 
against a premature move which may jeopardize 
relocation entitlements, (3) the date acquisition 
will begin; (4) a summary of relocation 
assistance and benefits; and (5) the contact 
information for an agency representative to 
contact with questions. 
	

RELOCATION PLAN 
A displacing agency must prepare, submit and 
have DOA Legal approve a relocation plan 
before initiating negotiations for property 
acquisition. The plan aims to ensure that an 
agency will provide adequate relocation 
payments and services and to determine whether 
displaced persons can be sufficiently relocated. 
 

ADVISORY SERVICES 
The displacing agency must provide sufficient 
relocation assistance to displaced persons. 
Through ongoing interaction with the displaced 
person the agency can provide tailored services 
to help in a move including: finding suitable 
replacement property; relocation payment 
eligibility; move arrangements; filing relocation 
claims; and providing appeal procedure 
information. 
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This brochure is a summary of services 
and payments available for business 
owners and tenants who are required to 
move for public projects. For more 
details on state relocation law and 
regulations, please contact the 
displacing agency or refer to: Wis. Stat. 
§§ 32.185 - 32.27 & Wis. Admin. Code 
Ch. Adm 92. 

Revised: September 2017 

INTRODUCTION 
When an agency undertakes a publicly-funded 
improvement project, it may be necessary to 
move people from their businesses or farms. If a 
public project displaces you, the displacing 
agency must provide certain benefits and 
services to ensure that you experience minimum 
loss and inconvenience. This brochure aims to 
help you understand your relocation rights, in 
addition to the acquisition payments that would 
normally be made for the purchase of real 
property for public use, if you are displaced from 
your business or farm. 

 
RELOCATION TERMS 

An agency must provide property owners and 
potentially displaced persons with relocation 
information prior to displacement of the person.  
 
If a public hearing is held for a project which may 
involve property acquisition and displacement of 
a person the following must be provided: (1) 
general information about relocation services 
and payments; (2) a statement that the agency 
shall prepare a relocation plan for approval by the 
state relocation specialist prior to acquisition and 
that persons potentially impacted by the project 
will be contacted to obtain information to prepare 
the plan; (3) identification of project boundaries 
and an estimate of the number of residential and 
nonresidential properties to be acquired; (4) a 
statement that a person who moves prematurely 
may jeopardize relocation entitlements and that 
sufficient time to relocate will be provided; and 
(5) the name, address and telephone number for 
an agency representative to contact if further 
information is needed about relocation assistance 
matters.  
 
When an agency first contacts a rental property 
owner to obtain information necessary for the 
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Business 



  
RELOCATION PAYMENTS 

Displaced business owners and tenants may be 
entitled to relocation payments, including move, 
search, incidental, business replacement, and 
business reestablishment expenses. NOTE: If 
federal and state/local dollars are involved, the 
displaced person is eligible for the higher benefit 
amount. 
 
REPLACEMENT BUSINESS 

If you own and occupy your business or farm 
for at least one year before initiation of 
negotiations, and purchase or rent a 
replacement property within two years of the 
date you vacate or receive final payment for the 
acquired property, you are entitled to a 
replacement business payment up to $50,000. 
Business tenants are eligible for a replacement 
business payment of up to $30,000. This 
payment compensates displaced persons for the 
difference between the acquisition price of the 
property and the cost of purchasing or renting a 
comparable replacement. Owner occupants 
may be eligible for an increased mortgage 
interest payment and incidental expenses 
incurred in purchasing a replacement business.  
 

MOVING COSTS 
The displacing agency will compensate you for 
moving yourself and personal property. You 
may choose payment based on one of the 
following: (1) Actual Reasonable Cost including 
actual direct loss of tangible personal property 
and actual expense in searching for a 
replacement business; or (2) a Fixed Payment in 
Lieu of actual moving expenses.  
 

ACTUAL REASONABLE COST 
You may hire a commercial mover or 
accomplish the move by using your employees 
or yourself. If you use a commercial mover, 
                                      3  

bids or estimates for moving may be required to 
establish a reasonable cost. Receipts and an 
inventory of moved items are required. If you 
move yourself, you may be paid on the basis of 
the lower of two acceptable bids, or when a bid 
is not available, your payment will be based on 
actual and reasonable expenses supported by 
evidence of expense. In order to be reimbursed, 
you must incur the expense and submit a claim  
supported by receipts. Eligible expenses include: 
moving persons and personal property; packing, 
crating and unpacking; storage for up to 12 
months; disconnecting, dismantling, removing, 
reassembling, reconnecting and reinstalling 
machinery, equipment or personal property not 
acquired by the agency; property lost, damaged 
or stolen through no personal fault while 
insurance is unavailable; relettering trucks and 
signs; replacement of obsolete stationary; and 
other reasonable expenses. 
 
LOSS OF TANGIBLE PROPERTY 

You may be compensated for actual direct loss 
of personal property that you can move but do 
not, provided you make a good faith effort to sell 
the property. Receipts for selling expenses and 
sale proceeds are required to be reimbursed. 

 
SEARCHING EXPENSE 

You may be reimbursed for costs incurred while 
searching for a new business including: 
transportation expenses; meals and lodging away 
from home; reasonable value for your time; and 
real estate broker or agents fees. Search costs are 
capped at $1,000 under Wisconsin rules and 
$2,500 under federal law. 
 
NOTE: No move should begin until you contact 
the agency to learn of any limitation or condition 
that may affect your eligibility. For example, you 
may need to provide a certified inventory before 
the move. 
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REESTABLISHMENT EXPENSE 
A business, farm or nonprofit organization may be 
eligible for a payment of up to $10,000 for expenses 
actually incurred in relocating and reestablishing at 
a replacement site. A person who is eligible for a 
replacement business payment of at least $10,000 
is generally not also eligible for a reestablishment 
payment. 
 

FIXED PAYMENT-IN-LIEU 
The fixed payment-in-lieu provides an alternative 
compensation method for actual moving and 
reestablishment expenses. This payment is based 
on the average annual net earnings of the business 
or farm operation for the two years before 
displacement. Nonprofit organization “earnings” 
are based on the difference between revenues and 
administrative expenses. This payment may be 
between $1,000 and $20,000. Eligibility for this 
payment is as follows: 
 Business and Nonprofit Organizations: The 

operation must be unable to relocate without a 
substantial loss of existing patronage, and must 
not be part of an enterprise having more than 
three other similar establishments not being 
displaced. 

 Farms: The farm must be discontinued at the 
present location or the entire farm relocated 
elsewhere. To qualify if only part of the farm 
is acquired, the remainder must be an 
uneconomic unit for the same type of farming 
operation or substantially changed because of 
the acquisition; or the acquisition caused 
physical displacement from the farm 
operation. 

 
TEMPORARY DISPLACEMENT 

Persons temporarily relocated are eligible for actual 
out-of-pocket expenses in moving to and from a 
temporary location, in addition to expenses 
covering increased rent or utility costs. 
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OTHER INFORMATION 
Please also consider the following information. 

 
UNIFORM RELOCATION ACT 

A displacing agency undertaking a project receiving 
federal financial assistance must make any additional 
payments required by the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies 
Act (URA).  
 

OCCUPANCY 
You will not be required to move without 90 days 
written notice. An occupant shall have rent free use 
of the property for 30 days beginning the 1st or 15th 
day of the month after title vests in the agency, 
whichever is sooner. Rent charged for use of the 
property between the date of acquisition and date of 
displacement may not top the economic rent or the 
rent paid to the former owner, whichever is less. 
NOTE: A person will not be required to move until 
a comparable replacement property is available. 
 

FILING A RELOCATION CLAIM 
A relocation claim should be filed as soon as possible 
after you move and related expenses have been 
incurred. The displacing agency will provide you 
with claim forms. Claims must be filed within 2 years 
after the displacing agency has taken physical 
possession of the property. It is important that you 
file proof of expenses incurred including receipts, 
invoices or other supporting documentation. 
Agencies should pay relocation expenses promptly. 
 

APPEALS 
If you are displaced and not satisfied with your 
relocation assistance or benefits you may: (1) file an 
appeal with the displacing agency; (2) file an appeal 
with DOA; or (3) file an appeal under Wis. Stat. 
§ 32.20. 
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