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ALLEY VACATIONS 
 
 
There are several procedures available to vacate an alley, but the procedure most often used is 
summarized below. 
 
The first step in the alley vacation process is to submit a petition to the City.  The City does have 
forms for this purpose or property owners can prepare their own.  The petitioner should inform 
each owner of property abutting the alley of the vacation proposal.  We ask that the petition be 
signed by owners of at least 50% of the frontage of the lots abutting the portion of the alley to be 
vacated.  Even if only a partial alley vacation is being petitioned, all property owners should be 
contacted.  The Engineering Department can provide a map showing the footages of the lots on the 
alley, along with a list of all property owners if needed.  The petition must be signed by property 
owners, not tenants. 
 
After the petition is received by the City, it will be referred to the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee which will review the request at a regular meeting and then will usually 
forward an initial resolution to the Common Council to set a public hearing.  All property owners 
abutting the alley proposed for vacation will receive a public hearing notice and official notices will 
be published in the Daily Herald as required by statute. 
 
When the public hearing is held by the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee, 
abutting property owners and the public will have the opportunity to speak in favor of or opposition 
to the proposed vacation.  If a property owner is unable to attend the hearing, written testimony can 
be submitted. 
 
An unpaved alley cannot be vacated if a written objection is received from the owner of a parcel of 
land abutting the portion of the alley to be vacated and if the alley provides the only access to off-
street parking for the parcel of land owned by the objector. 
 
A paved alley cannot be vacated if a written objection is received from any of the owners abutting 
the portion to be vacated. 
 
Generally, if no objections are received, the Committee will recommend to the Common Council the 
alley be vacated, and the Common Council will approve the vacation.  The Plan Commission must 
also act on the alley vacation before final action by the Council. 
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If there are any utility lines or underground sewers or water mains in the alley, an easement will be 
retained for maintenance of those utilities (which allows utility workers access to the poles, wires, 
etc.). 
 
The entire vacation process may take as long as 3 to 4 months from the time the petition is received 
to the time the Common Council acts on the final resolution due to statutory requirements and the 
timing of meetings. 
 
When an alley is vacated, in most instances the property reverts to the abutting owners and it 
becomes part of their back yards.  In many cases the property is divided equally between the 
property owners; however, this does not occur in all cases.  The City may provide an opinion 
regarding the reversion of property, but the City does not control the reversion of property.  The 
Marathon County Register of Deeds Office is notified of alley vacations and they will update all 
legal descriptions.  It is not necessary for property owners to change their deeds or abstracts as a 
result of the alley vacation.  Those documents would be updated in the future at such time as the 
property is sold or transferred to another owner. 
 
Attached is a list of Frequently Asked Questions About Alley Vacations.  The person circulating the 
petition may wish to provide copies to other property owners on the alley (additional copies are 
available from the Engineering Department or you may make copies).  These questions may help 
persons to better understand the alley vacation process and avoid misunderstandings about what is 
involved. 
 
If you have any questions about the vacation process, please contact the City of Wausau Engineering 
Department at 261-6740. 
 
 
(Reference:  Section 66.1003 and Section 80.32, Wis. Stats.) 
 
 
 
O:\Engineering\LMW\AlleyVac.doc 

 


