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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

ON TOXICOLOGISTS’ OPINION ON  
CANCER RISK IN THOMAS STREET CORRIDOR 

 
 
The meeting packet is posted on the city's website for the 7 p.m. Monday, March 11, meeting of the city council 
as a committee of the whole. The sole topic Monday will be the response of state toxicologists to comments 
from an independent toxicologist who asked why cancer risk was not included in their report last year on health 
risks to users of Riverside Park and residents of the section of Thomas Street roughly from First Avenue to the 
Wisconsin River.  
 
The full text of the response from the Department of Health Services toxicologists to that independent 
toxicologist, whose opinion was sought by the Citizens for a Clean Wausau, is included in the meeting packet. 
 
The initial report last spring, delivered at the May 17, 2018, meeting of the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee, said that based on soil tests available, there is "no significant health risk" for either 
park users or residents. That report dealt primarily with risk from dioxins.  
 
After the independent toxicologist from Virginia questioned why cancer risk was not mentioned, the state 
toxicologists were asked to respond. This meeting is about their response.  
 
Readers of the 15-page state response will see a call for "further investigation" into the potential risk to add to 
the certainty of the findings. Based on available tests, though, they repeat that exposure to dioxins in that part of 
the city is "unlikely to be harmful to people." They say adding the factor of cancer risk has not changed that 
conclusion.  
 
State toxicologist Clara Jeong says, “The addition of the cancer risk assessment does not change our conclusion 
that the level of dioxins found in the soil is unlikely to cause harm to residents in the area.” 
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The "further investigation" component might occur as a result of a Department of Natural Resources order that 
will be explained at the meeting. The DNR hydrogeologist who is working on the groundwater contamination 
in the area is planning to be present if there are questions. 
 
At the committee of the whole meeting, the state toxicologists will explain, as they have in their response, why 
they excluded the results from one of the soil tests linked to Riverside Park. They will also explain the tables of 
statistics on cancer risks. 
 
These reports are being sent out to be open and transparent to have better communications to our residents as to 
what is happening. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


