
 
 

DRAFT 
CITY OF WAUSAU – PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Date/Time:  January 7, 2019 at 4:30 p.m.         Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall   
Members Present: Gary Gisselman, Tom Neal, Pat Peckham (c), Dennis Smith 
Excused: David Nutting  
Others Present: Jamie Polley-Director, Mayor Robert Mielke, Eric Lindman-Public Works Director, Mike Schueller, 
Andrew Schmidt, Rita Pachal, Terry Kilian                          
 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in the proper 
manner. It was noted that there was a quorum present and the meeting was called to order by Chairman Peckham at 4:30 
p.m.  
 
Public Comment  
Mike Schueller, 111 Kent St., Wausau came to speak about the no dog rule in Eau Claire River Conservancy. He has been 
going there for 20 years and thinks it’s a great place for people to take their dogs especially during the winter because it’s a 
vast area where people can spread out. He would like the Committee to consider people being able to walk dogs there.           
  
Andrew Schmidt, Henry St., Wausau said he is in favor of a dog park in Wausau and volunteered he and his wife’s services 
to any committees involved. He felt the current site on 4th Street is in an ideal spot because it is very close to the River Edge 
Trail and thought a lot of people in Wausau would appreciate having a dog park.  
 
Rita Pachal, 1310 Maple Hill Rd., Wausau is a member of Citizens for a Clean Wausau. She said their goal is to seek the 
truth regarding the contamination and environmental impacts in Riverside Park and citizens have to know that where they 
play is environmentally safe. 
 
Terry Kilian, 133 E. Thomas St., felt that for many years City leaders have made critical decisions with what the Citizen for 
a Clean Wausau group deemed inadequate information. She felt resident’s concerns about their health, safety and welfare 
as well as factual documentation been presented to them numerous times. She said some of the documentation had never 
been disclosed to residents and that City leaders were not taking into account the scientific evidence and opinion from a 
well-known scientist and toxicologist involved with the contamination. She felt alderpersons from other districts were 
representing, listening to their concerns and voting in favor of proposals to ensure their health safety and welfare better than 
her own alderperson was doing.  
 
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Neal, second by Smith to approve the Park and Recreation Committee December 3, 2018 
draft minutes. Motion carried by voice vote.  Vote reflected as 4-0.  
 
Discussion and Possible Action Establishing a Plan for the February 4 Discussion on Further Soil Testing at Riverside Park 
– Peckham said he believes Riverside Park is safe for users but realizes others do not believe that so is coming to realize 
that it calls for action on their part. A question had been raised on why the State used the second most contaminated sample 
in one case in the park rather than the most contaminated sample and it turned out the most severe contamination was inside 
the fence at the top of the culvert in an area not accessible to the public so it did not make sense in that case to use the higher 
number. Peckham had some brief information regarding cancer risk and said more will be provided. He said that the 
Marathon County Health Department according to Dale Grosskurth has not identified areas of Wausau as being hot spots 
or pockets for cancer risk. He said Clara Jeong from the Department of Health Services said that when a group of cancer 
cases meet certain scientific criteria (these cases are rare), it is considered as a cancer cluster. To date, the Department. of 
Health Services has not identified an environmentally caused cancer cluster in Wisconsin. Peckham discussed the difficulty 
in grasping the seriousness and vastness of the numbers in the State reports. The contamination levels are switched back 
and forth in being expressed in parts per billion and parts per trillion which is standard depending on what substance is 
being discussed. He had asked Ms. Jeong how best to express that and one of the responses she gave was a part per billion 
is one second in 32 years so a part per trillion would be one second in 32,000 years.  
 
Neal would like testing to occur downhill from the culvert, also down by the river a little further south, around any plume 
types associated with either the petroleum spill or with the barrels of toxic waste that had been stored, and along the river 
trail where any future digging may occur. Smith also recommended testing downhill from the culvert. He thought they 
should determine what they are going to test for and should look at what is coming out of adjacent property onto the park. 
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He believed they need a consultant to do the testing because otherwise people will continue to be unhappy with the action 
the City has taken unless more testing is done. Peckham said the DNR had told him that they cannot step into the role of 
environmental consultant. They also do not like recommending to municipalities what they should be doing but what he 
understood from them was that if more testing was done the State could be more certain of their results. Mayor Mielke said 
the City is more than open minded as far as hiring an environmental consultant. They have done testing in other areas and 
have been told they can deal with them in an effective way. The City is not trying to hide anything and he wants to address 
resident’s concerns and wants them to feel reassured but this is an area that they are not working in or digging up so there 
are many different variables involves. What are they looking for exactly, how much, and is it something that can be dealt 
with? At what point is it going to be enough to satisfy people? The City has dealt with these concerns to the best of its 
ability, how do they proceed forward from there. 
 
Peckham thought they needed to have an independent environmental consultant. When the State toxicologists, completely 
independent of the City, came there was criticism that the City had somehow hired or paid them so their opinions weren’t 
valuable. Mayor Mielke said for the record they didn’t know what the toxicologists were going to say. Peckham also brought 
up an online story that ran October 30 with an error in that still has not been fixed even after the error was pointed out. Neal 
asked for comprehensive records specific to the park be available for the February 4th meeting. He would welcome the help 
of the citizen group to make sure they had anything that is specific to the park. Gisselman thought that more historical 
information about the property and what has been done there in the past was needed. He thought they had moved beyond 
planning and should set the goal specifically on what kind of testing is needed there and potentially the hiring of an 
environmental consultant to help them in that regard. The Mayor asked for more time until March so that staff could be 
thorough in finding the information that the City has. Peckham thought they could get a start on it for the February 4th 
meeting. Neal asked the Director of Public Work’s opinion if he thought the City would be able to do it adequately 
themselves or if they needed to look to an outside environmental consultant. Lindman felt they need to look to an outside 
environmental consultant. The City has a lot of information on what has been done there in the past, but not everything 
because a lot of it was done in the private sector so the information is with the DNR. Lindman believed they will need some 
expertise from the outside to determine where and what to test for. The testing could range anywhere from twenty thousand 
dollars to fifty thousand dollars depending on how many tests are done and what they are testing for. They would hire 
somebody as well to do the borings, take the soil samples and bring them to the lab, to have a chain of custody which he 
thinks the citizen group would appreciate. To keep that level of information between third party independence and then 
shared. Polley said from a staff perspective the process should be to get a quote from an environmental consultant to review 
all the information they have and then make a recommendation to this Committee about the park as to what should be tested 
and how many testing spots there should be. Lindman agreed and thought they should do a Request for Proposal so that a 
couple of firms could give them some costs at least to get started. He thought staff could get the Request for Proposal 
prepared and out next week. Smith said the City is fronting the money for the tests but if it is determined there are pollutants 
in the park it would be the people’s responsibility who supplied the pollutants to fix it.  
 
Motion by Gisselman, second by Neal to move forward with planning to have testing done in Riverside park and to have 
the City Environmental Engineer review and provide an overview of the studies available and to put out a Request for 
Proposal to hire an environmental consultant who would take all that documentation and put it together. Motion carried by 
voice vote, vote reflected as 4-0.   
 
Discussion and Possible Action on the Rule of No Dogs in the Eau Claire River Conservancy – Peckham thought there was 
a concern originally that the presence of dogs would disturb wildlife but questioned if Committee wanted to keep the rule 
of no dogs or not. Smith had a concern about dogs being off leash and not cleaned up after, even though the ordinance says 
dogs have to be on a leash. He thought there were probably animals in this area that have nests and such. He said signs 
should be posted there that say dogs must be kept on a leash. Gisselman agreed that dogs needed to be on a leash in this 
area and that it needed to be enforced. Neal was in favor of allowing dogs in the area and also requiring a leash. He hoped 
there would be clear signage that they had to be leashed at all times and cleaned up after. Gisselman would like to have a 
report back in the future if staff notices any damage from dogs so they can take corrective action. Peckham noted that a 
future agenda item will be about connecting bike/pedestrian trails through the conservancy to other properties. Motion by 
Peckham, second by Smith to allow dogs on leashes in the Eau Claire River Conservancy and to post signage about the 
leash requirement and cleaning up after dogs.  Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 4-0.           
 
Discussion and Possible Action Approving 224 S 4th Street as the Site for the Wausau Urban Dog Park and Authorizing 
Members of the Dog Park Special Committee to Fundraise for the Project – The Dog Park Special Committee has decided  
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on the 224 S. 4th Street as the site for the dog park. Polley checked with the DNR to see what the process is to put up fencing 
and possibly irrigation and pavement on this site. The DNR said they would require the opportunity to review the irrigation 
trench plan to make sure it’s not piercing the cap. As long as a cover is kept on the site whether its grass, pavement or 
concrete, improvements would not require DNR approval. Peckham liked the fact that the DNR approval information 
regarding remediation was included in the Dog Park Special Committee meeting packet so that everyone could view what 
their requirements were and what had been done. Andrew Schmidt mentioned that his father had worked for the City Public 
Works Department and had hauled building debris and root balls to that area. Neal discussed some of the initial ideas the 
Dog Park Special Committee had regarding construction of the dog park. Motion by Neal, second by Smith to approve 224 
S 4th Street as the site for the Wausau Urban Dog Park and to authorize members of the Dog Park Special Committee to 
fundraise for the project. Motion carried by voice vote. Vote reflected as 4-0.  
 
Discussion and Possible Action on the 2019 Project and Task Plan – Polley said some of the projects on the 2019 project 
list including a couple of playground replacements, updates to the outfield fence wall at Athletic Park, sealcoating and 
surfacing upgrades, finishing up the pillars at Stewart Park, and work on some ballfields. Tasks include continuing 
management for the Emerald Ash Borer, working on a park asset list, a five year Capital-Improvement Project plan, 
community programming needs, JoJo’s Jungle, dog park, sponsorship program, and a new improved website. Questions 
were answered. Gisselman is interested in an update on the Eau Claire Conservancy master planning process.   
 
Educational Items 
A. Parks, Recreation and Forestry Mission Statement – Polley explained that the Department is looking at its objectives 
that are identified in the both the County Strategic and the County Comprehensive plans and updating its mission statement. 
Staff wanted a more concise mission statement that people could remember but that is all inclusive of what it offers to the 
residents of the City and County. Managers came up with ten or eleven ideas and narrowed them down to three. All full 
time staff will vote on which one they like the best. Neal said this was a good idea and thought that staff might also want to 
follow up with a vision statement. Polley agreed and said the Department has been transitioning from being an entity that 
just maintains its properties to being an entity that maintains, operates and programs its facilities. Every special event that 
takes place in the city and county parks and facilities doesn’t happen without the crews behind the scenes and what they do 
to make those events happen.     
 
B. Project Update  
Sylvan Tubing Hill: Snowmaking operations begin Sunday December 1. Due to weather extremes snow making continued 
intermittently until January 4 which is the first day the second hill opened. Three weeks longer than average. Grooming 
operations will continue through the season.  
Ice Rinks: Due to weather extremes, ice making operations are on standby. Warming houses are moved into place or ready 
at 400 Block, Marathon Park and Thom Field. Flooding will begin as soon as adequate snowfall occurs for packing and 
temperatures allow. Pond hockey will move to Sunny Vale Lake.  
Operations Building:  Storeroom remodel and reorganization to improve allocation of space and efficiency of product 
location. 
Scholfield Park: Pier abutments have been demolished and removed. New piers are under construction.  
 Routine Operations/Programs: Snow removal; walks, trails, parking lots and roads. Urban forestry program; tree trimming 
and removals. Building and structure maintenance. Shelter reservations and Special Events. Equipment maintenance and 
repair.  
 
Future Agenda Items – having ample repositories and signage for refuse at Riverlife Park 
 
Next Regular Meeting – Monday, February 4, 2019 at 4:30 pm in Council Chambers at City Hall 
 
Adjourn – Motion by Smith, second by Neal to adjourn at 6:00 p.m. Motion carried by voice vote. Vote reflected as 4-0. 
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