
 
 

 
DRAFT 

CITY OF WAUSAU – PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Date/Time:  May 2, 2016 at 5:15p.m.         Location:  Board Room, City Hall   
Members Present:  Joe Gehin, Gary Gisselman, Tom Neal, David Nutting, Pat Peckham (c) 
Others Present: Robert Mielke - Mayor, Bill Duncanson–Director, Ann Werth – Community Development, 
Mary Anne Groat – Finance Director, Patrick Hoerter – JoJo’s Jungle, Ross Rettler – Rettler Corp., Mike 
Heinrick – Rettler Corp.                   
 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in 
the proper manner.  It was noted that there was a quorum present and the meeting was called to order by 
Oberbeck at 5:15pm.  
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair – Duncanson asked for nominations for Chairperson.  Motion by Neal, second 
by Gehin to nominate Pat Peckham as Chairperson.  Duncanson asked for any other nominations.  Nominations 
were closed and a unanimous ballot was cast for Pat Peckham as Chairperson.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
Vote reflected as 5-0.  Peckham asked for nominations for Vice Chairperson.  Motion by Peckham, second by 
Gisselman to nominate Tom Neal as Vice Chairperson. Peckham asked for any other nominations.  Nominations 
were closed and a unanimous ballot was cast for Tom Neal as Vice Chairperson.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
Vote reflected as 5-0.   
 
Public comments – None brought forward. 
    
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Neal, second by Nutting to approve the Park and Recreation Committee April 
4th, 2016 draft minutes.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Vote reflected as 5-0. 
   
Introductions – All present introduced themselves 
 
Meeting Day and Time – Discussion and Possible Action on the Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting day 
and Time – Motion by Neal, second by Nutting to keep the meeting dates on the first Monday of the month and 
with a different starting time of 4:30 p.m.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Vote reflected as 5-0. 
 
JoJo’s Jungle Adaptive Playground – Report and Discussion on JoJo’s Jungle Adaptive Playground at 
Brockmeyer Park – Rettler representatives presented a preliminary layout of the new playground.  There were 
graphics that illustrated equipment for the various age groups.  Features include picnic areas, fully ramped 
playground structure, a zip line, interactive water labyrinth, shaded play area for young children with team play 
musical features, literacy and textural panels, other ground level components and space for children to run.  The 
butterfly garden may have a sidewalk around it where people can do chalk drawings and one raised panel for 
wheelchair accessible chalk art.  Groundbreaking is set for May 21st, 2017 which would have been JoJo’s fifth 
birthday.  Including the endowment fund the project will cost around 2.4 million dollars.  Duncanson said the 
City will have to have support infrastructure facilities in the park for the playground to happen such as 
modifications to the utilities, parking lot, curb breaks, and walking paths.  Staff anticipates a 2017 capital project 
to cover the City’s cost factors in relation to this.  This is an opportunity that has been moving along for about a 
year and a half and the City will need to make a commitment to the project.  Members were supportive of the 
project.  Duncanson raised a concern about the chalk art concept and how chalk can migrate to other areas. 
Knotek said they will have the capital project dollar amount available at the June meeting. 
 
Rettler representatives and Hoerter left the meeting at 5:50pm.      
 
East Riverfront Parkland Conceptual Plan - Discussion and Possible Action on Approving the East Riverfront 
Parkland Conceptual Plan – Duncanson distributed graphics of the future parkland area concept on the east 
riverfront. He described the open play and games area directly north of the WOW building as supporting a 
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variety of lawn games, vendors or farm market.  There will be a paved area for a giant chess/checkboard set and  
other hard court games like Four Square.  North of that would the restroom/concession structure with an 
interactive water feature nearby.  North of the restroom would be more intensive park and play development.  
The idea is to engage kids of all ages, families and have features that are attractive to apartment dwellers and 
people that use the River Edge Trail.  There will be earth mounds with built in stair steps and slides, figures of 
northwoods animals set into side slopes that kids can climb on and a large climbing structure.  Under the bridge 
will be a climbing wall which would be a managed facility, outdoor exercise equipment and a challenge course.  
These are conceptual ideas which the design team has been working on.  Besides selling food and beverages at 
the concession stand they will also rent out lawn game equipment such as badminton, volleyball, bocce, croquet 
and smaller game table sets. Werth said it would be a very exciting park destination space.  She felt the spider 
web climbing equipment would be a huge draw.  There are lots of fitness types of things which all add another 
element onto the waterfront.  Groat discussed some of the financial commitments from community partners and 
said there is lots of enthusiasm in the community for this.  She said the City has some experience like at the 
tubing hill where families are willing to pay fees for services.  Duncanson discussed the timeline and said the 
utilities will be stubbed in to support the park space and concession/restroom.  This would be another City 
project in 2017 depending on the fundraising.    Duncanson said the restroom would be heated because part of 
the concept is to have winter use there.  He also mentioned that the City is working with the railroad for a 
crossing by Bridge Street.  Discussion about the river and boat navigation followed.  Committee was in 
consensus that they liked what they saw.  
 
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Orientation – Report and Discussion on the Organization, Facilities, 
Programs, Operations and Current and Future Initiatives of the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department -   
Information about park organization, facilities, operation, and workforce was distributed.  
 
Project Update 
Memorial Park Pool – The project is 90% complete with approximately one month left until completion.  The 
bath house is substantially complete, pool deck and pool play features are currently being installed.  Pool 
plastering and landscaping remain to be finished.  Opening scheduled for June 10th. 
Schulenburg Pool – Bids were opened April 19th.  Contract 1: General Construction was awarded to Ellis Stone 
Construction, Stevens Point Wisconsin for $1,268,300.  Contract 2: Pool Construction was awarded to Gall 
Construction (Acapulco Pools), Ontario, Canada for $906,000.  Contract 3: Pool Slides was awarded to Altmann 
Construction, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin for $269,200.  Total project bid was $2,443,500.  The contract start 
date is June 12th. 
Radtke Point Erosion Mitigation – Work has begun restoring the slope to Lake Wausau and building two new 
access ways to the lake to help prevent future erosion. The contractor is Janke General Contractors. Work is 
expected to take approximately 30 days. 
Wausau Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (C.O.R.P.) – Consultant site visit and data collection are 
nearly complete. A public survey for residents is being developed. 
 
Knotek said C.I.P. projects will be brought back to committee next month for their approval. – list includes 
rolling stock, playground equipment, Stewart park masonry repairs, Memorial Park Seawall replacement, JoJo’s 
Jungle Playground infrastructure. 
  
Future Agenda Items – C.I.P’s, JoJo’s Jungle, Riverfront Park budget scope 
 
Next Regular Meeting – Monday, June 6, 2016 at 4:30pm at Board Room, City Hall  
 
Adjourn - Motion by Gehin, second by Nutting to adjourn at 6:45pm.  Motion carried by voice vote. Vote 
reflected as 5-0. 
 
 
 
 

2 


