
  

 
DRAFT 

CITY OF WAUSAU – PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Date/Time:  November 2, 2015 at 5:15pm         Location:  Board Room, City Hall   
Members Present:  Gary Gisselman, Robert Mielke, Tom Neal, David Nutting, David Oberbeck (c) 
Others Present: Peter Knotek–Assistant Director, Pat Peckham – City Pages, Larry Lee – WSAU Radio                   
 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in the 
proper manner.  It was noted that there was a quorum present and the meeting was called to order by Oberbeck at 
5:15pm.  
 
Public comments – none brought forward     
 
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Mielke, second by Neal to approve the Park and Recreation Committee October 
5th, 2015 draft minutes.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Vote reflected as 5-0. 
   
Sylvan Hill Mountain Bike Park Plan - Discussion and Possible Action on the Public Response to the Sylvan 
Mountain Bike Park Plan – Oberbeck said there were 60-65 people in attendance at the meeting.  Concerns were 
voiced about the bridge between the park and the Eagle Valley subdivision and also how planning would 
incorporate all uses within the park.  Overall there was very positive support about what was happening at Sylvan 
Hill Park.  Neighbors would like to see more information as this is planned for and how all groups will be 
accommodated that use the park.  Knotek said that is why they are entering into the planning process and 
information will come out of that.  He noted that there was concern about the bridge but the bridge is not part of 
this project.  He feels they shouldn’t allow that to disrupt from moving ahead with the planning process.  Oberbeck 
agreed and said the bridge was only brought forth as part of the overall master plan for the park and should be part 
of a different discussion.  Knotek briefly discussed the history and thought behind having a bridge cross Jim Moore 
Creek.  Gisselman questioned the level of use the park would receive.  Knotek felt it would be something people 
could do in conjunction with some of the other locations around town but would not be the main attractor.  It will 
be more technical bike riding. It’s not a huge site but one piece of the pie that makes the area an attractive place for 
people to come biking.  Oberbeck said it produces variety and would be part of a total experience.  Knotek said they 
would only run into large numbers of people if big events were held there and the City has the ability to regulate 
what they feel is appropriate in that neighborhood.  For example they would never have an event with 3000 people 
but may consider the possibility of 100 people once a year.  Oberbeck felt the bike park would be for the local 
people more than anything.  He is hopeful that everyone in the area can get behind this to get to a point of 
becoming an IMBA ride center.  Motion by Mielke, second by Nutting to allow staff to move forward and continue 
with the planning process.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Vote reflected as 5-0.        
 
Swimming Pool Fees - Discussion and Possible Action on Revising Swimming Pool Fees to Recognize Different 
Family Sizes and Create Pre-Season Discounts – Oberbeck said that staff has put together numbers that would 
make the fees a little more palatable for small families while adjusting for a raise in costs but then also adjusting to 
allow more people to participate at a more affordable cost.  Knotek said they looked at community and statewide 
fees and what constitutes a family for a family pass.  They also looked internally at what the typical family pass 
was and it consisted of five individuals.  Looking at fees throughout the community and State a typical annual pass 
was $100.  So they started at five people and worked it both ways.  They worked the numbers so that the pass 
decreases $10 for every person less than five in the family to two for $70 and vice versa if there are seven in the 
family they will pay $120.  It seemed the most equitable way to treat everyone and get the fees in line with where 
they should be in comparison to other pools in the area.  Knotek said the passes are good at the three City pools and 
also at the splash pad in Marathon Park.  The department is also going to sell holiday, early bird and late season 
discounts.  Gisselman questioned if there was enough of a difference between what a non-resident and resident 
pays.  Knotek felt it was a good starting point.  They are making money on concessions and do not want to scare 
people away.  Over time if the non-resident activity is very high it may be appropriate at that time to raise the non-
resident fee.  Members would like to see a report on the passes at the end of next summer.  Motion by Nutting, 
second by Mielke to approve the fee structure as presented.  Motion carried by voice vote.    
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2016-2017 Budgets - Discussion and Possible Action on Matters Related to the 2016-2017 Budgets -  Oberbeck 
said that the Parks Department had come through with some information on how to balance that budget and taken 
out some things to save money.  Knotek said that some small projects were rolled into capital projects.   
 
Project Update 
Memorial Pool – All masonry block work on the bath house is complete and roof trusses will be installed shortly.  
The pool shell is ¾ complete and will be finished this fall. 
Athletic Park – The 3rd base improvements are on schedule with all below grade work complete.  The masonry 
block work for the new restrooms, dug out and bleacher foundation is complete.  The new ‘B’ poles for the field 
lights have been installed.  
 
Future Agenda Items – plaque for pools with possible time capsule, Sylvan Hill Bike Park, Brockmeyer Park, ‘tree 
cop’ visit 
 
Next Regular Meeting – Monday, December 7, 2015 at 5:15pm at Board Room, City Hall.  
 
Adjourn - Motion by Gisselman, second by Mielke to adjourn at 6:00 p.m. Motion carried by voice vote. Vote 
reflected as 5-0. 
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