
 
 

***All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City’s Core Values*** 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA  
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, 
Quasi-Municipal Corporation, or Sub-unit thereof. 
 

Meeting of the: PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 
Members: Sherry Abitz (C), Keene Winters (VC), Karen Kellbach, David Nutting, Robert 

Mielke 

Location: City Hall, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, Birch Room 
Date/Time: Thursday, May 21st, 2015 at 5:15 P.M. 
 It is possible and likely that members of, and possibly a quorum of the Council and/or members 

of other committees of the Common Council of the City of Wausau may be in attendance at the 
above-mentioned meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any such groups. 

 AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION (All items listed may be acted upon) 
  

1. Minutes of the Prior Meeting – 03/19/2015 

2. Discussion and possible action:   To prohibit parking on E. Kent Street, from Curling Way east to the termination 
point of the roadway.    

3. Discussion and possible action:   On the proposal for the creation of parking spaces on city property (Community 
Garden) along the 1500 block of N. 1st Street and the 100 block of Dekalb Street.    

4. Discussion item only:  Follow-up communication regarding the intersection of the US-51 northbound off-ramp at 
W. Bridge Street.    

5. Discussion item only:  Downtown parking study presentation – MaryAnne Groat 

6. Future Agenda Items 

   7. Communications 

   8. Adjournment  

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

IMPORTANT: THREE (3) MEMBERS NEEDED FOR A QUORUM:  Members, if you are unable to attend the 
meeting, please notify Jennifer Friday, by calling (715) 261-7827 or e-mailing at Jennifer.Friday@ci.wausau.wi.us 

 
This notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the Wausau Daily Herald, City Pages, and WSAU on 05/14/15 

 
Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids & services.  For 
information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk at 407 Grant Street, Wausau WI  54403 or Phone  (715) 261-6620. 
 
 

 



Parking and Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes                
Date of Meeting:  Thursday, March 19, 2015 at 5:15pm, in the Birch Room at City Hall 
Members Present:  Abitz{C}, Winters {VC}, Kellbach, Mielke (Nutting absent) 
Others Present:  Lt. Pekarske, Alfonso, Wesolowski, Friday, Dan & Jodi Hansen 
  
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the 
Daily Herald in the proper manner.  It was noted that there was a quorum present and the meeting was 
called to order by Chairperson Abitz at 5:20 pm. 
 
(1) Minutes of the Prior Meeting – 02/19/2015 
Motion by Mielke, second by Winters, to approve the minutes from the February 19, 2015 meeting.   
 
Motion carried 4‐0.  
 
(2) Discussion and possible action: On the proposal for the creation of parking spaces on City property 
(Community Gardens) along the 1500 block of N 1st Street and the 100 block of Dekalb Street. 
 
Discussion: 
Wesolowski indicated that he has been unable to meet with Ann Werth from Community Development 
to discuss the proposals outlined at the February meeting because Ann has been on vacation. 
 
Motion by Winters, second by Mielke to table this item until the next meeting. 
 
Motion carried 4‐0 
 
 
(3) Discussion and possible action: On the installation of a stop sign for northbound traffic on N. 10th 
Avenue at Strowbridge Street. 
 
Discussion:  
Wesolowski  indicated  that he  received a call  from a  resident who  lives on 10th Ave. and  is concerned 
that this is a dangerous intersection because there is only one stop sign. 
 
Lt.  Pekarske  stated  that  this  is one of  the  last  intersections  in  the City  that  is not  completely  traffic 
controlled in one direction. 
 
The committee also discussed other possible locations for placement of stop signs in this area. 
 
Wesolowski said that since most traffic is going west on Strowbridge and turning left it would make the 
most sense to keep that traffic flowing and put the stop sign on N. 10th Ave.  
  
Motion by Winters, second by Mielke to  install a stop sign for northbound traffic on N. 10th Avenue at 
Strowbridge Street. 
 
Motion carried 4‐0 
 
 
 



(4) Discussion  Item Only: Review  the  intersection  of  the US‐51  northbound  off‐ramp  at W. Bridge 
Street to discuss visibility issues and safety concerns. 
 
Resident Jodi Hansen indicated that she brought this item to the committee because of safety concerns 
she has regarding this area.  She is requesting accident statistics for this area also. 
 
Lt. Pekarske stated that there have been 21 crashes at this location in the past 12 months.  All were rear‐
end crashes.   All the crashes were attributed to  inattentive driving or following too closely.   He noted 
that  there  is a significant volume of  traffic  in  the area which contributes  to  the number of crashes as 
well. The  current  signage  is  legal and properly placed.   He also  said  that  this area  is a State highway 
interchange intersection so the City has no control over how it is signed or signal.  The City can ask the 
State  to  review  it  and  possibly  consider  a  traffic  control  turn  lane  or  a  stop  sign  for  this  location.  
However, he noted that neither of those solutions absolve a driver of responsibility to be attentive and 
make sure the vehicle in front of you has cleared the intersection. 
 
Wesolowski offered  to  send  an  email  to  the  Traffic  Safety  Engineer  at  the DOT  requesting  the  State 
review this intersection and see if any changes should be made.  The committee agreed. 
 
 
(5) Discussion Item Only:  Information on the Newman school traffic back‐ups occurring on W. Bridge 
Street. 
 
Discussion: 
Abitz stated that she brought this item to the committee because she encountered this situation while 
driving and because of a current newspaper article regarding the issue. 
 
Lt. Pekarske said  the Newman school has a committee  in place  to re‐design  their parking  lot  to move 
their pick‐up/drop‐off area  to  the north  side and  to access  from Quaw St. The area along  the  school 
would be reserved for busses.  They hope to have a plan in place by summer.  Regardless of the changes 
there will likely still be 10‐15 minutes per day of traffic congestion in that area. 
 
  
(6)  Future Agenda Items 
 
 
(7) Communications: 
 
  None 
 
(8) Adjournment: 
 
Motion by Winters, second by Mielke to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 4‐0.  Meeting adjourned 
at 5:45 p.m. 
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Item #2:  East Kent Street





From: Kemnitz, Tony - DOT
To: Allen Wesolowski
Cc: Nathan Pekarske; Jennifer Friday
Subject: RE: Bridge Street/Hwy 51 Ramps
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 6:50:41 AM

Hi Allen
 
Thank you for the heads up. We have been aware of the issues and have been investigating several
 options to help address the operational concerns on the NB off ramp. I will check in with our staff
 and either follow up directly with you or have one of engineers contact the City.
 
Tony Kemnitz, P.E., PTOE
WisDOT NCR Traffic Safety Engineer
715-421-8023
 

From: Allen Wesolowski [mailto:Allen.Wesolowski@ci.wausau.wi.us] 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 3:21 PM
To: Kemnitz, Tony - DOT
Cc: Nathan Pekarske; Jennifer Friday
Subject: Bridge Street/Hwy 51 Ramps
 
Tony,
 
The city received a complaint from a citizen regarding the northbound off ramp at Bridge Street. 
 The complaint comes from a person trying to make a right turn off the ramp onto Bridge Street. 
 This person rear ended the car in front, blaming the layout of the intersection.  This is a signalized
 ramp with the right turn lane having a yield sign.  I am sure you are familiar with this.  The T&P
 Committee requested I contact the DOT to look at this intersection, in particular the right turn.   Lt.
 Pekarske looked at it and stated there were 21 such accidents at this intersection in the past year. 
  Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Allen M. Wesolowski, P.E.
Project Manager
City of Wausau
Office: 715-261-6762
Cell: 715-581-5774
 

=============================

Statement of Confidentiality

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of
 the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.
If you are not the intended recipient of this email, any use, dissemination, forwarding,
 printing, or copying of this email is prohibited. Please notify the sender of this email of the
 error and delete the email.
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