
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 

Meeting: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 4:30 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall
Members: Tom Neal, Romey Wagner, Pat Peckham, Joe Gehin and Lisa Rasmussen 

1 Select a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for 2016-2018 Term
2 Establish Regular Meeting Dates and Time for 2016-2018 Term
3 Approval of the Minutes from 3/8/16, 4/7/16  and 4/18/16
4 Discussion and Possible Action on Potential Clarifications to the Development Agreement with 

Composite Envisions

5 Discussion and Possible Action on the Proposed Acquisition of 415 South First Avenue
6 CLOSED SESSION pursuant to 19.85(1)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes for deliberating or 

negotiating the purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session
}Discussion and Possible Action on the Proposed Acquisition of 415 South First Avenue

7 RECONVENE into Open Session to Take Action on Closed Session Items, If Necessary

8 Discussion and Possible Action on the Proposals Received for Marketing and Communication 
Services

9 Discussion and Possible Action on Riverfront Branding
10 Discussion and Possible Action on the Metro Economic Development Strategy
11 Discussion and Possible Action on Economic Development Training
12 Update on the Hmong Dialogue Project

Adjournment

Other Distribution: Media, Alderpersons, Mayor, City Departments

Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids & services. 
For information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk at (715) 261-6620.

It is possible and likely that members of, and possibly a quorum of the Council and/or members of other committees of the Common Council of the City 
of Wausau may be in attendance at the above-mentioned meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any such groups.

This notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the media on 4/28/16

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION

of a meeting of a  City Board, Commission, Department, Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-
Municipal Corporation, or sub-unit thereof.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 
Time and Place: The Economic Development Committee met on Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in 

the 2nd floor Boardroom at City Hall, 407 Grant Street, Wausau 
 
ED Members Present: Bill Nagle (C), David Nutting, Lisa Rasmussen, Romey Wagner and Tom Neal (VC) 
    
Others Present: Chris Schock, Ann Werth, Tammy Stratz, Travis Lepinski, MaryAnne Groat, Anne 

Jacobson, Dave Johnson, Kevin Korpela, Jeremy Ray, Karen Kellbach, other interested 
parties and the Media                                                         

 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Stats., notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in 
the proper manner.   
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Nagle noted there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at approximately 4:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS APPEARING ON THE AGENDA 
 
 No public comments were made. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM 2/9/16 AND 2/18/16 
 
Nutting motioned to approve minuets.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPERTY DISPOSITION APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
FOR 710 JEFFERSON STREET AND 919 JEFFERSON STREET 
 
Stratz said we received two offers for properties on Jefferson St.  
Discussion will be done in closed session. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON PURCHASING/DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND 
COMMITMENTS REGARDING THE PROPERTY AT 120 SCOTT STREET 
 
Groat introduced this topic to the committee by giving them a brief history of the property. 
The land sale would be financed over a 10 year period with an interest only loan and a balloon payment at the 
end.  Years 1-5 would be at an interest rate of 2.75% and years 6-10 would be 50% of the treasuries increase 
not to exceed 3%. Currently we are paying MCDEVCO $15,986.00 a year for parking. 
Discussion will be done in closed session. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FOR THE PROPERTY AT 
607 NORTH THIRD STREET 
 
Korpela talk about an option Y which is a trimmed down version of option X.  
Rasmussen questioned if there is a specific ask.  Korpela was just giving an update and will bring a specific ask 
to the next meeting. 
 
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO 19.85(1)(E) OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES FOR DELIBERATING OR 
NEGOTIATING THE PURCHASE OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES, THE INVESTING OF PUBLIC FUNDS, OR 
CONDUCTING OTHER SPECIFIED PUBLIC BUSINESS, WHENEVER COMPETITIVE OR BARGAINING 
REASONS REQUIRE A CLOSED SESSION 
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPERTY DISPOSITION APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
FOR 710 JEFFERSON STREET AND 919 JEFFERSON STREET 
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON PURCHASING/DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND 
COMMITMENTS REGARDING THE PROPERTY AT 120 SCOTT STREET 
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FOR THE PROPERTY AT 
607 NORTH THIRD STREET 
 
Rasmussen motioned to go into closed session.  Neal seconded.  Roll call was done; all members were present. 
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RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION TO TAKE ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS, IF NECESSARY 
 
Rasmussen motioned to move into open session.  Wagner seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Wagner motioned to accept the offer for 710 Jefferson St.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously 
5-0. 
 
Neal motioned to accept the offer as proposed for 919 Jefferson St.  Wagner seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 5-0. 
 
Neal motioned to move forward on the purchase of 120 Scott St.  Nutting seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 5-0. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPOSALS RECEIVED FOR MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
 
Schock said we are currently working with Adrenaline on Live It Up Wausau marketing.  At a future Economic 
Development meeting we will discuss future marketing needs 
 
 
UPDATE ON THE EAST RIVERFRONT PROJECT 
 
Schock showed the virtual tour of the Riverfront project from the Wausau Community and Economic 
Development website.  He also spoke about the proposed development and its parking.  The parking area will 
be half below grade under the building to allow for privacy on the first floor apartments and resolve some issues 
with totally enclosed parking.  There will be one parking spot under the building and a half a spot of surface 
parking per apartment unit.   
  
Werth said we are working with the Eye Clinic on a land exchange.  We would take the riverfront property along 
the trail so we could apply for grants for the cleanup of it.  This land abuts the land we received from the CDA. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
SCHEDULE FOR THE REMAINING TERM YEAR 
 
Discussion was held on having Economic Development meetings on March 24th at 4:30 p.m. and April 7th at 
4:30  p.m. 
  

ADJOURN 
 
Neal motioned to adjourn.  Rasmussen seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
Bill Nagle, Chairperson 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 
Time and Place: The Economic Development Committee met on Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. in 

the 2nd floor Boardroom at City Hall, 407 Grant Street, Wausau 
 
ED Members Present: Bill Nagle (C), David Nutting, Lisa Rasmussen, Romey Wagner and Tom Neal (VC) 
   
 
Others Present: Chris Schock, Tammy Stratz, Travis Lepinski, MaryAnne Groat, Anne Jacobson, Dave 

Johnson, Kevin Korpela, Jeremy Ray, Karen Kellbach, Dave Oberbeck, Frantz Group, 
J. Seve Fuste, Rob Mielke, Jason Blenker, other interested parties and the Media                                                         

 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Stats., notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in 
the proper manner.   
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Nagle noted there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at approximately 4:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS APPEARING ON THE AGENDA 
 
 No public comments were made. 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE WAIVING OF THE CITY'S RIGHT TO PURCHASE 
PROPERTY IN THE WAUSAU BUSINESS CAMPUS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE TITLE TRANSFER OF 
7333 STEWART AVENUE FROM STEWART AVENUE HOLDINGS, LLC TO UNITED PROPERTIES 
INVESTMENT, LLC 
 
This item was tabled till a future meeting due to the lack of information on the sale. 
 
Wagner motioned to delay this item till the next meeting.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously   
5-0. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPERTY DISPOSITION APPLICATION RECEIVED FOR 
402 CHICAGO AVENUE 
 
Stratz said the offer should be discussed in closed session. 
 
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO 19.85(1)(E) OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES FOR DELIBERATING OR 
NEGOTIATING THE PURCHASE OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES, THE INVESTING OF PUBLIC FUNDS, OR 
CONDUCTING OTHER SPECIFIED PUBLIC BUSINESS, WHENEVER COMPETITIVE OR BARGAINING 
REASONS REQUIRE A CLOSED SESSION 
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPERTY DISPOSITION APPLICATION RECEIVED 
FOR 402 CHICAGO AVENUE 
 
Rasmussen motioned to go into closed session.  Neal seconded.  Roll call was done; all members were present. 
 
RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION TO TAKE ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS, IF NECESSARY 
 
Rasmussen motioned to move into open session.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Neal motioned to approve the sale of 402 Chicago Ave. as proposed.  Nutting seconded and the motion carried 
4-1 Rasmussen was the no vote. 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPOSALS RECEIVED FOR MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
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Schock said we are currently waiting to hear back from the marketing firms.  At a future Economic Development 
meeting we will discuss this once we receive information back. 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EAST RIVERFRONT FRANTZ COMMUNITY INVESTORS 
FINAL PLAN AND PROPOSAL 
 
Frantz updated the committee on the progress of the East River Front proposal.   They are currently working on 
getting the financials worked out for leasing and construction of the project.  Tom said there is lots of interest 
already in the office space available and some good interest in the retail and residential part as well. 
 
Rasmussen motioned to accept concept as plan document.  And at future meetings detail analysis of financials 
and any asks of the City can be brought forward.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION ON THE PROPOSED GREENWOOD HILLS SENIOR LIVING 
COMPLEX OPPORTUNITY 
 
There was an in-depth presentation given by J. Seve Fuste on the proposed senior living center at Greenwood 
Hills. 
He gave a hand out and spoke about it.  They are looking for TIF financing for a proposed 90 unit complex.  36 
units will be independent living and 54 will be assisted living.  Rents will start at $3500 a month.  Discussion will 
be done in closed session.  
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FOR THE PROPERTIES AT 
601-607 NORTH THIRD STREET 
 
Johnson said we came up with three different financing options.  We did get a bank commitment today.  One 
request of the commitment is that payments be deferred for three years and money is committed up front.  
Schock said we have the funds in the commercial rehabilitation account to facilitate this project.  Discussion will 
be done in closed session. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPOSAL RECEIVED FOR THE RIVER EAST 
BROWNSTONES PROJECT (1304-1308 THIRD STREET) 
 
Blenker said we came back with two financial options since the last meeting as requested from the committee.  
Discussion will be done in closed session. 
 
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO 19.85(1)(E) OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES FOR DELIBERATING OR 
NEGOTIATING THE PURCHASE OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES, THE INVESTING OF PUBLIC FUNDS, OR 
CONDUCTING OTHER SPECIFIED PUBLIC BUSINESS, WHENEVER COMPETITIVE OR BARGAINING 
REASONS REQUIRE A CLOSED SESSION 
*PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION ON THE PROPOSED GREENWOOD HILLS SENIOR LIVING 
COMPLEX OPPORTUNITY 
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EAST RIVERFRONT FRANTZ COMMUNITY INVESTORS 
FINAL PROPOSAL PLAN  
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FOR THE PROPERTIES 
AT 601-607 NORTH THIRD STREET 
*DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PROPOSAL RECEIVED FOR THE RIVER EAST 
BROWNSTONES PROJECT (1304-1308 THIRD STREET) 
 
Neal motioned to go into closed session.  Nutting seconded.  Roll call was done; all members were present. 
 
 
 
 
 
RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION TO TAKE ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS, IF NECESSARY 
 
Neal motioned to move into open session.  Nutting seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
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Rasmussen motioned to accept option “C” as proposed under the current terms of the Commercial Rehab 
program for the project at 601-607 N. 3rd St.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Rasmussen motioned to accept option “3” for the proposed River East Brownstones. Funds will be split from TID 
2 housing stock funds and the fund account set up from the refinance of the mall.  Neal seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 

ADJOURN 
 
Neal motioned to adjourn.  Rasmussen seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
Bill Nagle, Chairperson 
 



Economic Development Committee, City of Wausau,    Page  1 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 
Time and Place: The Economic Development Committee met on Thursday, April 18, 2016 at 4:45 p.m. in 

the 2nd floor Boardroom at City Hall, 407 Grant Street, Wausau 
 
ED Members Present: David Nutting, Lisa Rasmussen, Romey Wagner and Tom Neal (VC)  
 
Others Present: Travis Lepinski, Anne Jacobson, Ann Werth, Eric Lindman, Mayor Tipple, Joe Mella 

and the Media                                                         
 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Stats., notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in 
the proper manner.   
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Neal noted there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at approximately 4:45 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE WAIVING OF THE CITY'S RIGHT TO PURCHASE 
PROPERTY IN THE WAUSAU BUSINESS CAMPUS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE TITLE TRANSFER OF 
7333 STEWART AVENUE FROM STEWART AVENUE HOLDINGS, LLC TO UNITED PROPERTIES 
INVESTMENT, LLC 
 
Mella informed the committee that United Properties Investment LLC is purchasing all Graebel properties in one 
big sale. Graebel is selling their offices and warehouses due to them having sold their moving division last year.  
It is unsure what will be done with the property at this time, it may be rented out or resold in the future.    
 
Wagner motioned to waive the City’s right to purchase 7333 Stewart Ave.  Rasmussen seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 

ADJOURN 
 
Wagner motioned to adjourn.  Nutting seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
Bill Nagle, Chairperson 
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