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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

 
Time and Place: The Economic Development Committee met on Thursday, October 24, 2013 at 4:30 PM 

in the Board Room at City Hall, 407 Grant Street, Wausau 
 
ED Members Present: Romey Wagner (Vice-chair), William Nagle, Lisa Rasmussen, and David Oberbeck  
 
Others Present: Ann Werth, Anne Jacobson, Brad Marquardt, Maryanne Groat, Jim Tipple, Chris 

Menard, Gene Davis, Jim Warsaw, Travis Lepinski, Nanette Giese, Media, and David 
Arthur (Telepresence). 

 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Stats., notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in 
the proper manner.   
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Wagner noted there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at approximately 4:30 p.m. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES FROM 9/24/13 AND 9/26/13 
 
Nagle motioned to approve minutes.  Rasmussen seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0.   

 
 
PRESENTATION OF POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT WITH REGARD TO SOUTHERN STRETCH FORMING 
(7555 STEWART AVE. IN THE WAUSAU INDUSTRIAL PARK) 
 
Chris Menard, of Linetec, presented a Power Point handout that showed an overview of the project.  Highlights 
from the handout included direct job growth, indirect job growth, impact on existing businesses, and potential for 
future business attractions.  Direct job growth initially would be 3-4 jobs with plans to grow to 10-12 jobs.  
Indirect job growth would be 1-2 jobs for every job created by Southern Stretch Forming.  Impact on existing 
businesses would include lower freight costs and lead times, allowing them to be more competitive.  A potential 
future benefit would be needed technology in the area allowing for full service metal fabricators.      
 
  
CLOSED SESSION - FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEGOTIATING THE TERMS OF A PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH SOUTHERN STRETCH FORMING (7555 STEWART AVE)  

 
Rasmussen motioned to go into closed session; Nagle seconded.  Roll call vote was taken on the motion:  
Nagle, Oberbeck, Rasmussen, and Wagner voted in favor.  Motion to move into closed session carried.  
 
 
RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACTING ON THE CLOSED SESSION. 
 
Nagle motioned to move into open session.  Rasmussen seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
Funding requested by Southern Stretch Forming includes $110,000 for the purchase of the building and $50,000 
for the purchase of equipment, bringing the total request to $160,000.  It was also noted that Southern Stretch 
Forming plans to use $25,000.00 of company funds to improve the exterior appearance. 
  
Rasmussen motioned to approve funding request.  Nagle seconded and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.   
 
 
DISCUSS THE RECOGNITION OF “PUBLIC” FUNDING PARTICIPANTS IN TIF FUNDED PROJECTS 
THROUGH SIGNAGE 
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Oberbeck felt there is a need to recognize the City of Wausau contributions to projects through signage for 
funding provided. 
 
The committee felt the sign should by 4’x8’, go up on ground breaking and taken down at the dedication.  The 
sign would be similar to the ones that banks have on the projects stating “Funding provided by.”  Community 
Development Department will work on coming up with some sign ideas and bring them back to the committee.   
 
Oberbeck motioned to develop standards on signage for TIF funded projects.  Nagle seconded and the motion 
carried 4-0.   
 
  
NEXT AGENDA ITEMS AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING – RESCHEDULE BUS TOUR 
 
Community Development staff will finalize dates for the bus tour.  December 11, 2013 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

 
ADJOURN 
 
Nagle motioned to adjourn, Oberbeck seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0.  The meeting was 
adjourned. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
 
Vice-Chairperson  

Romey Wagner 


