
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: September 12, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, McElhaney, Rasmussen, Thao 
 
Also Present:  Wesolowski, Groat, Alfonso, Buckner, Mayor Mielke 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
Noting the presence of a quorum, at approximately 5:30 p.m. Chairman Gisselman called the meeting to order. 
 
Public Comment for matters not appearing on the agenda        
 
No one came forward to offer public comment. 
 
CONSENT AGENGA 
A. Approve minutes of the August 8, 2019 meeting 
B. Action on Sanitary Sewer Easement at 400 East Thomas Street (Marathon County) 
C. Action on Sanitary Sewer Easement at 904 Grand Avenue (Wright) 
D. Action on Stormwater Maintenance Agreement with Stratton Capital Bridge, LLC at 102 West Bridge 

Street 
E.  Action on Stormwater Maintenance Agreement for 2600 Stewart Avenue     
 
Thao asked for Item A to be removed from the consent agenda as she was not at the meeting. 
 
Rasmussen moved to approve Consent Agenda Items B, C, D and E.  Thao seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 4-0. 
 
Rasmussen moved to approve the minutes of the August 8, 2019 meeting.  McElhaney seconded and the motion 
carried 3-0-1 with Thao abstaining. 
 
Public Hearing:  Discussion and possible action on vacating and discontinuing the public right-of-way 
between 1 Menard Plaza and 16 Menard Plaza         
 
Gisselman opened the public hearing and asked those in attendance to come to the podium and state their name 
and address for the record. 
 
Rodney Watkin, Menard Inc., 5101 Menard Drive, Eau Claire, stated Menard Inc. is in favor of the vacation.  
This is remnant right-of-way that was left over from their previous store location.  They are working towards 
consolidating the parcel into one track of land to make it more marketable.   
 
No one further came forward and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Wesolowski indicated there are no objections from staff regarding the vacation. 
 
Rasmussen moved to approve vacating and discontinuing the public right-of-way between 1 Menard Plaza and 16 
Menard Plaza.  McElhaney seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
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Discussion and possible action on creating Section 10.48.100 Special permits for street parking, Section 
10.48.125 Liability of owners for parking violations; amending Section 10.01.080 Penalty, Section 10.20.080 
No parking and restricted parking areas designated, Section 10.48.050 Hours of operation for metered 
parking, Section 10.48.060 Rates for metered parking, Section 10.48.070 Hours of operation in parking 
ramps, Section 10.48.090 Monthly permits, Section 10.48.115 State sales tax added to parking fees, Section 
10.48.120 Violations, Section 10.48.130 Enforcement, Section 10.48.140 Collections; repealing and 
recreating Section 10.48.010 Definitions, Section 10.48.030 Installation of parking meters, Section 10.48.040 
Operation of parking meters; and repealing Section 10.48.020 Designation of parking spaces   
 
Groat, Buckner and Alfonso worked together to get all the changes they felt were necessary to accommodate the 
new parking pay stations and some of the new parking rules in the downtown.  Groat feels they have 
accomplished that through these ordinances.  The pay stations have been purchased.  There is one in the Maple 
Room that is programmed.  By adopting these ordinances, changes would go into effect November 1 and it will 
allow staff to make the final step of ordering all of the parking signage. 
 
McElhaney moved to approve the recommended ordinance changes.  Thao seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 4-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on creating Section 10.20.035 Parking of unregistered motor vehicles 
prohibited and Section 10.20.036 Parking over parking lines prohibited      
 
Buckner asked for inclusion of these two areas based upon this being observed in practice.  Currently there is an 
Inspections ordinance that restricts unregistered vehicles from being visible from the right-of-way on private 
property.  We do have issues with unregistered vehicles parking in the right-of-way, parking lots and ramps.  Staff 
is looking to mirror some of the restrictions of the Inspection ordinance and not allow unregistered vehicles or 
vehicles of disrepair parked in public spaces.  Parking over lines is currently in Section 10.48.  Staff is looking to 
duplicate that on the road where there are marked parking stalls.  Currently if one person parks over a line, it 
creates a ripple effect for other cars and creates less space for parking.  This ordinance would allow them to 
enforce this as needed.  There would be discretion in enforcement but gives the ability to enforce this on the road 
instead of just in parking ramps and parking lots. 
 
McElhaney moved to approve the creation of Section 10.20.035 Parking of unregistered motor vehicles prohibited 
and Section 10.20.036 Parking over parking lines prohibited.  Thao seconded and the motion carried unanimously 
4-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on authorizing temporary parking restrictions for Parking Lot 6 for the 
months of September and October           
 
Thao moved to approve temporary parking restrictions for two hour parking in Parking Lot 6 for the months of 
September and October.  McElhaney seconded. 
 
Thao asked if the temporary parking restriction is for the month after Parking Lot 6 is resurfaced.  Groat 
confirmed and explained it would allow all of the new parking systems to go in at the same time.  Meters had to 
be pulled for the lot to be resurfaced.  Rather than trying to put some of the new parking rules in for just this 
location while the rest would go into effect November 1, staff thought the entire program should be rolled out at 
the same time.  This area would be a two hour time zone parking lot for a month.  Similar issues could be 
encountered in different lots as meters are pulled.  Therefore, staff felt it would be best to add this extra provision 
during the implementation in case there was a need for special rules during the interim.  The lot will be 
temporarily signed. 
 
There being a motion and a second, motion to approve temporary parking restrictions for two hour parking in 
Parking Lot 6 for the months of September and October carried unanimously 4-0. 
 



CISM Committee 
September 12, 2019 – Page 3 
 
Discussion and possible action on authorizing the Director of Public Works to make and enforce other 
temporary parking regulations during the parking system changes       
 
Gisselman read from Groat’s memo that indicated staff would like CISM to authorize the Director of Public 
Works to make and enforce temporary regulations to cover any other special conditions that would occur during 
the parking implementation. 
 
Rasmussen moved to approve authorizing the Director of Public Works to make and enforce other temporary 
parking regulations during the parking system changes.  McElhaney seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 4-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on County Bridge Aid Application for Bridge Street Bridge    
 
Wesolowski explained that staff would like approval to apply for County Bridge Aid funds for repair of 
expansion joints on the Bridge Street Bridge.  There is unsound concrete for which repairs are estimated at 
$300,000.  This would be a 50-50 split with the County. 
 
Rasmussen moved to approve the County Bridge Aid Application for the Bridge Street Bridge.  Thao Seconded. 
 
Groat thought the County was required to do this.  Wesolowski explained it depends on how many applications 
are received from other communities and how much funding is available.  They may not fund the entire amount. 
 
There being a motion and a second, motion to approve the County Bridge Aid Application for the Bridge Street 
Bridge carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
Establish assessment rates for 2020 construction projects        
 
Wesolowski stated that every year the assessment rate for construction projects is set.  It has been at $42 per 
assessable foot for a couple of years and the sewer lateral replacement rate has been $500.  Staff is not 
recommending any changes as prices have not significantly increased and we have received decent bids in the last 
couple of years. 
 
Thao moved to approve the assessment rates for 2020 as recommended.  McElhaney seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
Construction update for 2019 Projects           
 
Wesolowski stated weekly updates are posted on Facebook and the City website.  Townline Road has been paved 
from Grand Avenue to Northwestern Avenue.  Work is continuing up the hill but recent weather has not helped.  
Next week the contractor anticipates finishing the storm sewer going up the hill.  The project is optimistically 
anticipated to finish the second week of October.   
 
Thomas Street has curb installed from the river to the railroad tracks.  Curb will be installed from the railroad 
tracks to 4th Avenue early next week.  Then the contractor will begin curb work on the center islands,  landscaping 
and then paving.  The railroad may delay this project.  Road work should be done before the railroad crossing 
surface is completed, which is scheduled for October 21.  There may be a week or so that the roadway will sit 
with binder as we wait for the railroad to place their crossing surface.  Final paving will take place the week after 
the railroad surface is complete. 
 
1st Avenue has the most work remaining.  They have just started some of the curb, gutter and sidewalk work.  All 
of the underground work will be completed by the end of next week.   
 
2nd Street from McClellan Street to Grant just began.  This is a one block project that will take a couple of weeks. 
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1st Street from Short Street to the dead end is anticipated to start next week or the week after.  There is not a lot of 
underground work on this project so it should go quick. 
 
Rasmussen asked if a significant delay is anticipated for 1st Avenue as the contract completion date was supposed 
to be October 31 unless there are mitigating circumstances.  She also asked if all of the riprap work on the hillside 
has been completed.  Wesolowski explained there is no riprap work but rather sheet piling, which is completed.  
The contractor does have to build a small retaining wall.  The project should be done by the end of October.  They 
are on a working day contract so if there are rain days, the contractor does get an extension. 
 
Thao asked if we are still on schedule for an October 31 completion of 1st Avenue and Thomas Street.  
Wesolowski feels Thomas Street should be done the last week of October or the first week of November.  The 
contractor will be ready before that, but there may be about a week delay because of the railroad.   
 
Future agenda items             
 
No future agenda items were brought forward. 
 
Adjourn              
 
McElhaney moved to adjourn the meeting.  Thao seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0.  Meeting 
adjourned at approximately 5:55 p.m. 
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