
 
 
 
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department, 
Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-Municipal 
Corporation, or Sub-unit thereof. 
 
 

Meeting: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

Members: Lisa Rasmussen (C), Sherry Abitz, Gary Gisselman, Karen Kellbach, Robert Mielke. 

Location: Council Chambers, City Hall, 407 Grant Street. 

Date/Time: Thursday, December 10, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
1. Approve minutes of the November 12, 2015 meeting. 
2. PUBLIC HEARING:  Discussion and possible action on petition to vacate a portion of 77th Avenue. 
3. Discussion and possible action on Amendment #1 to the Real Estate Services Contract for right-of-way 

property acquisitions required related to the Thomas Street Project 
4. Discussion and possible action on an extension of an easement agreement for the parking lot lease with 

Wausau Chemical. 
5. Discussion and possible action on the installation of a street light near 3713 Maple Ridge Road. 
6. Discussion and possible action on the installation of a street light at Woodlawn Road and Ashland Avenue. 
7. Discussion and possible action on design modifications for 2nd Avenue from Stewart Avenue to Elm Street 

and Clark Street from 2nd Avenue to the cul-de-sac. 
8. Discussion and possible action on preliminary traffic calming measures for Kent Street from Grand Avenue 

to Zimmerman Street. 
9. Discussion and possible action on the proposed roadway width of Chicago Avenue from North 2nd Street to 

the dead end east of North 9th Street. 
10. Discussion and possible action on preliminary resolutions for 2016 construction projects. 
11. Update on the Grant received from the DNR to update the City’s Stormwater Management Plan.   
12. Update on 2015 Street Construction Projects. 
13. Discussion and possible recommendation on applying for 2016-2020 Transportation Alternatives Program 

(TAP) Grant. 
14. Future agenda items for consideration. 

Adjourn. 
 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2016. 
 
 
        LISA RASMUSSEN, Chairperson 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
THIS NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL AND FAXED TO CITY PAGES AND DAILY HERALD:   December 2, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. 
 
It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other committees of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting to gather information. No 
action will be taken by any such groups at this meeting other than the committee specifically referred to in this notice. 
 
Upon reasonable notice, effort will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids and services. For information or to request this service, 
contact the City Clerk at (715) 261-6620. 
 
Agenda distribution: Committee members, Council members, Assessor, Attorney, Clerk, Community Development, Engineering, Finance, Inspections, Mayor, Parks, Planning, 
Public Works, County Planning, Daily Herald, City Pages, Wausau School District, Wausau Area Events, Becher-Hoppe Associates, AECOM, CWE,  REI, Glenn Speich, Judy 
Bayba, Scholfield Group, Evergreen Civil Engineering, Schoen Engineering Solutions, Clark Dietz, Inc. 



 
 
 
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department, 
Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-Municipal 
Corporation, or Sub-unit thereof. 
 
 

Joint Meeting of the: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

and PLAN COMMISSION 

CISM Members: Lisa Rasmussen (C), Sherry Abitz, Gary Gisselman, Karen Kellbach, Robert Mielke. 

Plan Commission Members: James Tipple (C), Eric Lindman, David Oberbeck, Gary Gisselman, Tom Atwell, Bruce 

Bohlken. 

Location:   Council Chambers, City Hall, 407 Grant Street. 

Date/Time:   Thursday, December 10, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
JOINT ITEM     1. Discussion and possible action on petitions for annexation from the Town of Maine: 

A. Witter (petitioner) – territory bounded by Hwy. U, N. 28th Ave., N. 36th Ave., 
Overlook Dr. 

B. Waldvogel (petitioner) – territory bounded by CTH K, Merrill Ave., N. 28th Ave., 
Decator Dr. 

C. Schnelle (petitioner) – territory bounded by Merrill Ave., Overlook Dr., Hwy. K 
D. Back Forty Properties LLC (petitioner) –bordering N. 14th Ave., north of W. Cassidy 

Dr. 
E. Thorson (petitioner) – bounded on east by Westwood Dr., north of city limits 

 
 
 
CISM ADDENDUM 

 
15. Discussion and possible action on setting a minimum amount for property acquisitions related to the 

Thomas Street Project. 
Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
      LISA RASMUSSEN, CISM Chairperson        JAMES TIPPLE, Plan Commission Chairperson 
 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
THIS NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL AND FAXED TO CITY PAGES AND DAILY HERALD:   December 9, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other committees of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting to gather information. No 
action will be taken by any such groups at this meeting other than the committee specifically referred to in this notice. 
 
Upon reasonable notice, effort will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids and services. For information or to request this service, 
contact the City Clerk at (715) 261-6620. 
 
Agenda distribution: Committee members, Council members, Assessor, Attorney, Clerk, Community Development, Engineering, Finance, Fire, Inspections, Mayor, Parks, 
Planning, Public Works, County Planning, Daily Herald, City Pages, Wausau School District, Wausau Area Events, Becher-Hoppe Associates, AECOM, CWE,  REI, Glenn 
Speich, Judy Bayba, Scholfield Group, Evergreen Civil Engineering, Schoen Engineering Solutions, Clark Dietz, Inc., Brown and Caldwell, Town of Maine. 































































 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: November 12, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Rasmussen, Mielke, Gisselman, Kellbach  
  
Also Present:  Jacobson, Lenz, Gehin, Stratz 
 
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
Noting the presence of a quorum, at approximately 5:30 p.m. Chairperson Rasmussen called the meeting 
to order. 
 
Approve minutes of the October 8, 2015 meeting        
 
Mielke moved to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2015 meeting.  Gisselman seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Discussion and possible action on petition to vacate a portion of the alley 
abutting 215 East Thomas Street west to Emter Street        
 
Rasmussen invited those in attendance who wished to speak regarding the proposed vacation to come to 
the podium and give their name and address for the record.   
 
Renee Clark owns 223 East Thomas Street, which is directly next door to Elder Sanctuary.  She has been 
in this house for 23 years.  She recently did home improvements including 60 yards of concrete that 
allows them to continue to have alley access.  They use the alley four times a day and sometimes more 
because backing onto Thomas Street is very hard.  Additionally, they snowmobile in the winter and to 
back out a truck and trailer with snowbanks is a hazard.  The area proposed to be vacated is at the end of 
her property down to Emter.  By leaving the alley behind her garage open, anyone heading west from 
McCleary will back into her driveway rather than backing down the alley.  It already happens when the 
sanctuary has large events.  She feels it would be a hazard for her if the alley is not left open.  She will not 
have alley access if vacated because she cannot turn to the east into the alley due to telephone poles.  She 
provided pictures that she took of her property and the alley. 
 
Russ Fuchs, 228 Edwards Street, stated he wants to be able to pull his trailer through the alley to remove 
brush.  If this entrance is closed he will lose access because a trailer could not be backed all the way down 
the alley and he does not want to back into a neighbor’s property to turn.   
 
Jeff Guralski, 236 Edwards Street, stated his father uses the alley to access the garden as he cannot walk 
down the hill in the back yard.  If the alley is closed, he would have to make a road to the garden.  
Guralski has other projects he will be working on and if the alley is closed he could not do what he would 
like.  He said a police officer (he believes it was Officer Yang) agreed with him about the need for the 
alley when he used the alley to recover a bicycle and other items.   
 
Lamont Thao, administrator of the property at 215 East Thomas Street, would like to close a portion of 
the alley due to safety concerns during events.  A lot of people and children walk back and forth from the 
parking lot to the building.  Closure of the alley would be beneficial for the safety for their operation.  
The other end of the alley would not be closed and the neighbors could use the alley to the east.  The alley 
has been unattended and no one takes care of it.  Brush encroaches into the alley and if you drive through 
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your vehicle will get scratched by branches.  No one plows the alley in the winter.  He stated again that he 
is not asking to close the entire alley. 
 
Christine Guralski, 236 Edwards Street, is concerned with safety if the alley is closed.  Police use the 
alley and noted that someone recently went to jail for stealing from yards.  There would be a potential risk 
to the Police Department if they had to climb something to protect the neighborhood and the sanctuary 
establishment.  She stated an officer has agreed that this is a good point.  She also gardens and if she 
would need to take dirt to the garden she could not back down the alley.  Additionally, if the Fire 
Department would need to get back there they could not back out.  There are public safety concerns for 
both sides. 
 
Paul Schwantes, owner of 204 Edwards Street, wants to make sure he would maintain ownership of half 
of the alley if vacated.  He stated Thao has done a good job improving the property and he has had no 
problems with them.  Thao has been cooperative with any concerns Schwantes has had.  He added that the 
Police Department could have access to the alley from the parking lots.   
 
There being no further comments, Rasmussen closed the public hearing.   
 
Lenz noted that a resident listed on the petition for vacation may have spoken against it tonight.  Fuchs 
stated that was him.  He would have no problem with placing a private alley sign but he heard a pipe 
would be installed cutting off access.  It would also be alright if a small area was blocked off during 
events but he needs access to Edwards Street.  He did sign the petition because he was told the alley 
would not be shut down only that Thao did not want the public driving across the parking lot during 
funerals. 
 
Rasmussen questioned if the plan was to convert the area to a private drive or restrict access during 
events.  Thao would like to close that end of the alley so people do not use their parking lot for other 
activities.  Semis have used the parking lot to turn around and pass through.  He added that neighbors to 
the east would still have access on the other end.  Clark stated she cannot turn left onto the alley from her 
property.   
 
Mielke is trying to understand what is going on in the neighborhood that would require closing the alley 
and cutting off the neighbor’s access.  Thao stated the neighbors can still enter and exit from the east end 
of the alley.  Mielke questioned if the alley is plowed in the winter.  Clark stated they plow the alley and 
have done so for 23 years.  Thao stated the vacation request is for the safety of people who attend their 
events.  Rasmussen questioned the number of events held in a year.  Thao responded twelve to fifteen.  
He noted that the alley is basically abandoned and overgrown.  Vehicles get scratched by the overgrowth.  
Mielke stated that could be true of any alley in the City and asked if a sign could be installed to slow 
down.  Clark indicated a 15 MPH sign is located in the alley, which Mielke believes is too fast for an 
alley.  Christine Guralski stated it is other people disrespecting his property and not the neighbors.   
 
Gisselman asked the number of properties that have access on the alley.  Clark indicated her only access 
is to the west.  Guralski stated her next door neighbor also has alley access but he had to work and could 
not attend this meeting.  Rasmussen asked if garbage is picked up in the alley or on Thomas Street.  Clark 
responded it is on Thomas Street.   
 
Rasmussen stated temporary closures have been done for special events and perhaps this alley could be 
temporarily closed when there is an event.  Clark indicated the events go for days and are 24/7.  
Rasmussen explained that when temporary closures are approved for special events, the closures are done 
by DPW.  However, the events for the sanctuary would not be considered a Class 1 event.  She added that 
to close the alley for twelve events a year would be an extreme inconvenience for the rest of the year. 



CISM Committee 
November 12, 2015 – Page 3 
 
 
Kellbach moved to approve vacating the alley abutting 215 East Thomas Street west to Emter Street.  
Mielke seconded.  Motion failed due to a vote of 0-4.    
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Discussion and possible action on petition to vacate a portion of the alley 
bounded by Prospect Avenue, Genrich Street, Dunbar Street and Single Avenue    
 
Rasmussen invited those in attendance who wished to speak regarding the proposed vacation to come to 
the podium and give their name and address for the record.  After asking three times, no one appeared and 
the public hearing was closed.   
 
Rasmussen stated this matter surrounds the District 2 Tot Lot that has been under discussion for a period 
of time. 
 
Mielke moved to approve vacating a portion of the alley bounded by Prospect Avenue, Genrich Street, 
Dunbar Street and Single Avenue.  Kellbach seconded.   
 
Gisselman questioned if the neighbors have been talked to as this seems like the same situation as the 
previous public hearing.  Tammy Stratz stated both properties abutting the proposed vacation have 
garages; however, the access is to Dunbar Street.  Owners of 801 and 805 Dunbar are alright with the 
vacation as they did not even realize an alley was there.  Staff did not realize there was an alley there 
either until plans were created for the tot lot.  Gisselman questioned if the remaining property owners 
received notice of the proposed vacation and staff confirmed.  Stratz indicated she did not speak with the 
remaining property owners as the alley is grassed over, does not appear to be used and their garages are 
facing Dunbar Street. 
 
There being a motion and a second, motion to approve vacating a portion of the alley bounded by 
Prospect Avenue, Genrich Street, Dunbar Street and Single Avenue carried unanimously 4-0. 
  
PUBLIC HEARING:  Discussion and possible action on petition to vacate a portion of 80th Avenue  
 
Rasmussen invited those in attendance who wished to speak regarding the proposed vacation to come to 
the podium and give their name and address for the record.   
 
Deb Johnson, 902 South 80th Avenue, stated she is in favor of the vacation and would eventually like the 
area to be annexed to the Town of Stettin so the area could be molded into their property lines.   
 
There were no further comments offered and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Kellbach moved to approve the vacation of a portion of 80th Avenue.  Mielke seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously 4-0.   
 
Discussion and possible action on the 2015 Wausau MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan   
 
Lenz introduced Andy Lynch from the Wausau Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). Lynch has 
been working with the MPO on updating the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.  The MPO had a plan in 2009 
and the City adopted it in 2010.  The plan presented tonight is an update of the previous plan.  The MPO 
is composed of leaders from surrounding municipalities and has recommended adoption of the updated 
plan.  Additionally, the City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee recommends adoption.  The 
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plan did go out for public comment before the MPO took action on it so the public has had a chance to 
also weigh in on the plan. 
 
Lynch explained that the plan is built upon the five E’s of Bike Ped planning, which are evaluation, 
engineering, encouragement, education and enforcement.  He started with engineering and explained that 
the demand for walking and biking is estimated by taking several factors, such as population.  The more 
populated areas will have a higher demand.  Accidents were also examined and nothing unique was found 
with the Wausau area compared to Wisconsin or the rest of the United States.  Roads are evaluated based 
upon traffic volume, road width, speed, and presence of bicycle infrastructure to determine a traffic stress 
rating.  This was used to create an area-wide traffic stress model that indicates 40% of the roads are high 
stress and 10% low stress.  Looking specifically at Wausau, the bridges and connections to the southeast 
and Rib Mountain are high stress.  Generally, conditions are favorable for walking and biking, but there 
are a few key route improvements that should be made.   
 
Lynch continued on by explaining the plan does not have a timeline but rather a near term versus a full 
build out.  Most of the projects would be classified as a near term.  The build outs would be more 
challenging projects, such as Grand Avenue.  Near term projects include Stewart Avenue, which is 
scheduled for next year; Thomas Street, which is under consideration; and 1st Avenue, which is scheduled 
for 2018.  If all of the near term recommendations were applied, the traffic stress level would be lowered 
from 39% to 17%.  The traffic stress model can be used from year to year to gauge progress and evaluate 
when to do a project.   
 
Lynch provided an example of the plan’s recommendation.  Sherman Street could have full bike lanes, a 
travel lane in each direction and a center turn lane.  He also showed an example of road in Minneapolis 
that is similar to 1st Avenue in width and traffic volumes.   
 
The cost for the entire plan was broken down in two ways, a standalone cost versus a coordinated cost.  
The standalone cost for the entire plan, metropolitan area wide, is estimated at $12.1 million.  The 
coordinated cost is estimated at $9.8 million.  This is for the total network mileage of 107.2 miles.  The 
standalone cost for just Wausau is estimated at $3.9 million and the coordinated cost estimated at $2.9 
million for 37 miles.   
 
Just as important as the engineering aspect are the other four E’s of bike ped planning.  Encouragement 
gets people using the bike lanes.  They would like to expand Bike to Work Week efforts, expand efforts 
for Safe Routes to School, hold open streets events, and explore options for a bike rental program.  
Education efforts are also being expanded as far as PSA and outreach.  Enforcement not only deals with 
negative enforcement, but positive as well.  Training seminars are provided to law enforcement officers so 
they better understand bike and pedestrian issues.  Evaluation is important to see if what is being done is 
working.  They are in the process of creating a regional counting program using automated counters, will 
inventory area bike parking, and have a goal of recalculating the bike stress level every year.   
 
Lenz stated the plan is not a firm commitment to the dollars of the plan but rather a guide to use in 
planning.  Rasmussen stated this is something that has been talked about for a number of years as far as 
street and road design going forward.  She added that part of the reason the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Subcommittee was formed was to look at street designs to see if they are bike and ped friendly enough.  
 
Mielke moved to accept the 2015 Wausau MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.  Gisselman seconded and 
the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
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Discussion and possible action on Relocation Order regarding the Thomas Street Project   
 
Gehin stated approving a relocation order will allow the City to realign Thomas Street as proposed in the 
approved plat.  It will also allow MSA to begin property appraisals.   
 
Mielke moved to approve the Relocation Order regarding the Thomas Street Project.  Kellbach seconded 
and the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on Request for Proposals for Engineering Design Services for South 
1st Avenue from Thomas Street to Stewart Avenue.  (Proposals were opened by the Board of Public 
Works on October 27, 2015.)           
 
Gehin explained that 1st Avenue from Thomas Street to Stewart Avenue is scheduled to be reconstructed 
in 2018.  To assist with the design, a RFP was sent to several consulting firms.  Eleven proposals were 
received.  The proposals were reviewed and independently screened by Lindman, Wesolowski and Gehin 
with Ayres Associates ranking the best.  Therefore, staff recommends moving forward with Ayres.  Staff 
will negotiate with Ayres on a contract. 
 
Mielke moved to accept the proposal from Ayres for Engineering Design Services for South 1st Avenue 
from Thomas Street to Stewart Avenue.  Kellbach seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on easement from Wisconsin Public Service for facilities located 
along 1st Street             
 
Gehin indicated in order to provide power along 1st Street, WPS is requesting an easement.  The exact 
location of the easement is approximate.  The easement would provide power for street lighting, path 
lighting and the waterfall.   
 
Kellbach moved to approve the easement from Wisconsin Public Service for facilities located along 1st 
Street.  Gisselman seconded. 
 
Lenz stated the exact location of the easement may change because of the trail west of North River Drive.  
Staff believes it would be more efficient for potential development if the easement hugged the right-of-
way.  Gehin said the easement language provides flexibility depending upon the final location of the path.  
If it drastically changes, the easement can be amended. 
 
Kellbach modified her motion to approve the easement from Wisconsin Public Service for facilities 
located along 1st Street subject to delineation of the exact route by staff.  Gisselman seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously 4-0.  
 
Discussion and possible action on obtaining a drainage easement for 1215 Maple Hill Road   
 
Gehin indicated that this item had been to CISM roughly two years ago.  At that time the residents could 
not come to an agreement on what exactly was needed.  Alderman Winters had recently received calls so 
staff revisited the drainage issue.  Last week DPW extended storm sewer from River Hills Circle east to 
mid-block on Maple Hill Road and placed a storm inlet behind City sidewalk on Gary Klingbeil’s 
property.  Klingbeil has agreed to an easement in writing.  This has been an issue for some time as water 
in the late fall and early spring runs down the hillside across sidewalk and into the roadway creating an 
icing issue and safety hazard.  DPW had the availability to complete the work before the closure of the 
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asphalt plant and staff is asking for approval of an easement after the fact.  Rasmussen stated the goal was 
to find a resolution although they would like to review the issue before work is completed. 
 
Mielke moved to approve the drainage easement for 1215 Maple Hill Road.  Kellbach seconded. 
 
Gehin added that by placing the storm inlet, the neighbors can collectively work together to extend a 
private drain tile pipe to the south to improve the drainage issues behind the homes.  Rasmussen noted 
that the directive was to continue to work with the neighbors to find a solution.  Gisselman questioned if 
the cost of $14,000 was exact as DPW did the work.  Gehin completed the cost estimate by using the 
DOT’s average unit pricing and the actual cost to complete the work would be dependent upon if labor is 
included.  If just the material is calculated, the cost would be well under that estimate. 
 
There being a motion and a second, motion to approve the drainage easement for 1215 Maple Hill Road 
carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
Future agenda items for consideration          
 
There were no future agenda items offered for consideration. 
 
Adjourn             
 
Kellbach moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mielke seconded and the motion carried unanimously 4-0.  
Meeting adjourned at approximately 6:25 p.m. 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Discussion and possible action on petition to vacate a portion of 77th 
Avenue 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
Several years ago Wausau Coated came to the City with a plan to expand their business by 
connecting their buildings on the east and west side of 77th Avenue.  To facilitate this, the City 
constructed the extension of 80th Avenue to maintain access to Wisconsin Lift Truck and provide 
and alternate access to Wausau Coated.  Now that 80th Avenue is completed and Wausau Coated 
intends to extend their buildings to occupy the 77th Avenue right-of-way, it is necessary to vacate 
77th Avenue south of Stewart Avenue as shown on the attached map.   
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Wausau Coated will be allowed to expand and the financial impact will be expanded tax base 
for the City. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Depending upon comments received at the public hearing, staff would recommend vacating 
this portion of 77th Avenue.  Easements for the sewer and water utilities within the 77th 
Avenue right-of-way will be reserved.   
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Discussion and possible action on Amendment #1 to the Real Estate Services Contract for right-
of-way property acquisitions required related to the Thomas Street Project 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
The real estate acquisition process was broken into two phases; first phase was for total takings 
and relocations and second phase is for strip/TLE acquisitions.  This was broken into two phases 
in order to get started sooner as the total takings sites were fully identified.  The strip takings and 
TLE’s have now been identified and the contract is being amended to include this work. 
 
There may, and will likely be, additional costs to this process.  Some of these additional costs will 
be because of the process and owners’ rights to have their own appraisal completed; these costs 
will be at our expense and may also initiate additional appraisal reviews and additional offers by 
MSA to the owner.  The MSA expenses are listed in the Amendment #1 as contingency amounts. 
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Increase in the contract amount of $77,450.  Total contract price of $354,075. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of the amendment.   
 
Staff contact:  Eric Lindman  715-261-6745 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Discussion and possible action on an extension of an easement agreement for the parking lot lease 
with Wausau Chemical 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
Wausau Chemical currently has an Easement Agreement with the City to use a city lot for 
employee parking.  It is a 10 year easement and will expire in 2019.  Wausau Chemical has asked 
to have this Easement considered for extension; an additional 10 years.  They plan on making 
some improvements to their facilities and would like to count on parking availability beyond 
2019. 
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No fiscal impact other than time to prepare an updated easement. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends an easement extension with some language changes to the existing easement.  
The Easement Agreement language will be reviewed by the City Attorney and then presented to 
Wausau Chemical for their review.   
 
Staff contact:  Eric Lindman  715-261-6745 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Discussion and possible action on the installation of a street light near 3713 Maple Ridge Road. 
 
Discussion and possible action on the installation of a street light at Woodlawn Road and Ashland 
Avenue 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
Two street light requests have come forward: 

1. Maple Ridge Road (through Alderman Winters) 
2. Ashland Ave and Woodlawn Road (through Riverview Neighborhood Assoc.) 

Both requests have come from homeowners in each of the particular areas.  WPS is preparing 
costs for their portion of the work.  This work is not anticipated to be completed until spring of 
2016. 
 
The light on Maple Ridge may require an easement between WPS and property owner in order to 
bring power to the site at the shortest distance. 
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Costs will be prepared by WPS and electrical department. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends working with WPS to find the best location for the street lights and present the 
proposed locations to the owners and Riverview Neighborhood Association.  Funding for this 
work will need to be determined based on proposed costs and brought to finance for approval. 
 
Staff contact:  Eric Lindman  715-261-6745 



 

 

CITY OF WAUSAU 
STREET LIGHTING GUIDELINES 

 
 

PURPOSE: The lighting of streets, facilities, and other areas deemed important to the 
City of Wausau; vehicle traffic, pedestrian safety, and general community 
aesthetics.  It is with these goals in mind that the City of Wausau hereby 
establishes these general guidelines. 

 
NEW SUBDIVISIONS: 
 
 The City of Wausau shall establish within any developer’s agreement, the 

provision for street lighting with the developer paying all the costs for the 
purchase and installation of the proposed street lighting.  After the 
installation, the City of Wausau shall pay for the operational costs.  The 
City of Wausau shall maintain a sufficient budget to provide for the 
continued operational costs after installation.  The City of Wausau 
reserves the right to accept, deny, or modify any lighting project by a 
developer. 

 
1.) The developer shall install street lighting using Wisconsin Public 

Service standards.  No street lighting shall be installed which does not 
conform to Wisconsin Public Service standards. 

 
2.) The developer shall submit a street lighting plan to Wisconsin Public 

Service for their recommendations and comments.  The City of 
Wausau will then review the plan and make recommendations.  That 
plan will include the following: 

 
a.) Location of each street light. 

 
b.) A light at each intersection. 

 
c.) A light at any portion of a roadway where the direction 

changes at least 15 degrees. 
 

d.) A light should be located every 500 feet or less and be on 
alternating sides of the roadway where an intersecting road 
does not exist. 

 
e.) Screw in anchor bases for fiberglass or composite light poles 

(other than wood) will be required for every light pole and will 
adhere to Wisconsin Public Service standards. Concrete anchor 
bases conforming to Wisconsin Public Service standards will 
be required for elevated poles. 

    



 

 

f.) A light should be located at the end of any cul-de-sac in cases 
where the distance from the nearest intersecting road is greater 
than 500 feet. 

 
 
EXISTING STREETS/ROADS: 
 
 The City of Wausau may install street lighting on existing subdivisions, streets, 
roads, intersections and cul-de-sacs within the City of Wausau, paying all costs for the 
purchase, installation and operation costs of the proposed street lighting.  The City of 
Wausau shall maintain a sufficient budget to provide for the installation and operational 
costs of sufficient new lighting.  All requests for new street lighting shall be submitted 
with a detailed description of the location of the requested installation to the City of 
Wausau. The City of Wausau reserves the right to accept, deny, or modify any lighting 
proposal.  
 

1. The City of Wausau may request the installation of street lights based upon the 
following criteria:  
 

a. A light at an intersection. 
 
b. A light at any portion of a roadway where the direction changes at 

least 15 degrees. 
 

c. A light should be located every 500 feet or less and be on alternating 
sides of the roadway where an intersecting road does not exist. 

 
d. A light should be located at the end of any cul-de-sac in cases 

where the distance from the nearest intersecting road is greater than 
500 feet. 
 

      e.  Screw in anchor bases for fiberglass or composite light poles (other 
than wood) will be required for every light pole and will adhere to 
Wisconsin Public Service standards. Concrete anchor bases 
conforming to Wisconsin Public Service standards will be required for 
elevated poles. 

 
2. The lighting, so provided, shall conform with the existing lighting system, if 

applicable. 
 

3. The lighting system shall be the most cost effective option available from 
Wisconsin Public Service. 

 
4. The City of Wausau shall establish a “waiting list” to place such requests so that 

an orderly, timely, and financially responsible installation program can be adhered 
to. 







1

Lori Wunsch

From: Eric Lindman
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2015 5:31 PM
To: Lori Wunsch
Subject: FW: Maple Ridge Road Light

Lori, please include in the street lighting CISM item, thanks. 
 

From: Schneider, David D [mailto:DDSchneider@wisconsinpublicservice.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2015 4:48 PM 
To: Eric Lindman; Allen Wesolowski 
Cc: Rick Pergolski 
Subject: Maple Ridge Road Light 
 
Guys: 
 
The cost associated with the installation of a light on Maple Ridge Road is $3,891.45.  It will also require an easement 
from the owner that is requesting the light as well.   
 
I do want to caution you on the above price and I don’t mean to scare you.  The price assumes that the 232 foot route is 
borable.  If that route is not borable due to encountering rock, the route would need to be open‐trenched, the material 
hauled away, and rock peeling would be needed which would drive the cost up considerably.  That cost would be passed 
onto the City of Wausau.  These costs would not be known until the work is actually performed. 
 
Also, the home owner requesting the light will have their shrubs removed if we encounter rock.  I have been informed 
that their shrubs are not on their property. 
 
This light may have the highest installed price of any light within the City and may very well be cost prohibitive. 
 
Keep me updated on this one.  
 
David Schneider 
Account Executive | Wisconsin Public Service 

715‐848‐7453 
715‐218‐9408 cell 
715‐848‐7474 fax 
1700 Sherman Street, PO Box 1166, Wausau, WI  54402‐1166 
DDSchneider@wisconsinpublicservice.com 
 
www.wisconsinpublicservice.com 

Follow WPSstorm on Twitter for timely outage updates. 

Follow WPSforBiz on Twitter for energy‐related info to help your business. 
We deliver energy safely, reliably and responsibly.  
View our 2014 Social Responsibility Report to learn more! 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL:  This email, and any attachments hereto, are intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein 
and may contain Confidential Information.  If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you are hereby warned that 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this email, or any attachments hereto, is strictly prohibited.  If you have received 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Discussion and possible action on design modifications for 2nd Avenue from Stewart Avenue to 
Elm Street and Clark Street form 2nd Avenue to the cul-de-sac 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
2nd Avenue from Stewart Avenue to Elm Street is scheduled for reconstruction in 2016.  Initial 
cost estimates for the current design is approximately $1.8 million.  The current design uses 
specialty pavers, specialty tree grates, concrete intersections, benches, planters and specialty 
landscaping.    Staff will be working with Graef to continue to scale down the project to meet the 
current budget.   
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
  
The project is being funded using TID 8 funds.   Any costs beyond the current budgeted amount 
would have a negative impact on the TID. 
      
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
None.  Staff will present ideas to the committee to bring the project closer to budget and advance 
the plans accordingly.   
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Discussion and possible action on preliminary traffic calming measures for Kent Street from 
Grand Avenue to Zimmerman Street 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
The reconstruction of Kent Street from Zimmerman Street to Grand Avenue will be completed 
during the 2016 construction season.  The existing roadway is a collector street serving the 
southeast neighborhood and the North Central Health Care Facility.  For the most part, the 
existing roadway consists of two 16-foot lanes, 30-inch curb and gutter, landscape boulevards and 
5-foot sidewalk on each side of the roadway.  From Emerson Street east to Grand Avenue the 
roadway narrows to 14-foot lanes.  Parking is allowed within the Kent Street project limits. 
 
To reduce the impacts to mature boulevard trees, lower construction costs and decrease future 
maintenance efforts, staff is proposing to reduce the overall roadway width by decreasing the 
travel lane width to 14-feet.  The new roadway width would be 33-feet from back of curb to back 
of curb.  In addition, to help lower the traveled speeds or “calm traffic” along this segment of 
Kent Street, staff is proposing to further narrow the roadway to two 10-foot lanes at three defined 
locations within the project limits.  See the attached exhibits for the defined locations.  This 
technique to calm traffic would be consistent with the narrow roadway sections constructed along 
Sturgeon Eddy Road in 2006.  Parking would be allowed where the roadway is 33-feet wide.        
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The narrow roadway at the defined side roads will slightly reduce the overall construction costs. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
To gain input from the residents, staff is proposing to present the proposed roadway plan at an 
upcoming Southeast Neighborhood Meeting.  The decision to move forward with the proposed 
traffic calming measures will be based on input received from CISM Committee members and the 
abutting residents.   
 
Staff contact:  Sean Gehin  715-261-6748 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Discussion and possible action on the proposed roadway width of Chicago Avenue from North 2nd 
Street to the dead end east of North 9th Street 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
During the 2016 construction season, Chicago Avenue will be reconstructed from N. 2nd Street to 
the dead end east of N. 9th Street.  The existing local street west of N. 9th Street varies in width 
from 36 feet to 31 feet from back of curb to back of curb (B-B).  The roadway section west of N. 
9th Street consists of two lanes (lane width varies 13 to 15.5 feet), 30-inch curb and gutter, 
landscape boulevard and 6 foot sidewalk on each side of the roadway.  East of N. 9th Street the 
width of the roadway narrows to roughly 24 feet with 30-inch curb and gutter along the south side 
of the roadway.  Parking is allowed within the project limits.   
   
To reduce the impacts to mature boulevard trees, lower construction costs and decrease future 
maintenance efforts, staff for the most part is proposing to match the existing roadway width (B-
B) between blocks where the width is less than 33 feet and reduce the existing roadway width to 
33 feet between blocks where the existing width is greater than 33 feet wide.   Between 3rd and 5th 
Streets the existing roadway will be widened from 31 feet to 33 feet to better accommodate the 
need for parking due to the existing commercial properties in the area.  A 33-foot wide roadway 
with 30-inch curb and gutter is the City’s preferred minimum street width.  This section provides 
a 14 foot paved lane in each direction and will adequately accommodate on-street parking.   
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Reducing the existing width of the roadway will lower construction and future maintenance costs. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the above proposed roadway widths.  
 
Staff contact:  Sean Gehin  715-261-6748 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Discussion and possible action on preliminary resolutions for 2016 construction projects 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
The following construction projects are included in the 2016 budget: 
 
Street Improvements 
Ashland Avenue from Evergreen Road to Meadowview Road 
Meadowview Road from Ashland Avenue to the cul-de-sac 
 
Street Reconstruction 
2nd Avenue from Stewart Avenue to Elm Street 
Clark Street form 2nd Avenue to the cul-de-sac 
Kent Street from Grand Avenue to Zimmerman Street 
Chicago Avenue from 2nd Street to 10th Street 
 
A resolution was adopted earlier this year to delay the project of 2nd Avenue and Clark Street.  
Discussion should be held if this project will be assessed at the 2015 or 2016 rate. 
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
  
None at this time. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the preliminary resolutions for special assessment be adopted and public 
hearings scheduled.  The preliminary resolutions will go to Council in January and public 
hearings will be held in late January or early February.  
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski   715-261-6762 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Update on the Grant received from the DNR to update the City’s Stormwater Management 
Plan.   
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
The DNR awarded the City with an Urban Nonpoint Source Stormwater Grant in 2015.  The grant 
award was $49,000 with $21,000 in local funding.  The grant funds are to be used to update the 
City’s stormwater pollutant loading model for both sediment and phosphorus, and analyze best 
management practices (BMP’s) to further reduce the pollutants from the City’s stormwater 
discharges.  The modeling and analysis will help the City be better prepared for the Waste Load 
Allocations (WLAs) that will result from the completed Wisconsin River Basin (WRB) Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) in 2017.  The total project estimated cost is $70,000. 
 
The City has recently prepared a RFP to be sent to qualified consultants to complete the update to 
the City-wide stormwater management plan.  The City is hopeful to have a consultant under 
contract by the end of January.  The modeling effort, along with the analysis of BMP’s, is to be 
completed by the end of 2017.     
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
  
The DNR grant award was $49,000 with $21,000 in local funding.  The total project estimated 
cost is $70,000. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
This item is provided for an update.  No action is needed. 
 
Staff contact:  Sean Gehin  715-261-6748 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Update on 2015 Street Construction Projects 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
Staff will provide an update at the meeting. 
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
  
None. 
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
N/A 
 
Staff contact:  Sean Gehin  715-261-6748 

 



 
 
Agenda Item No. 
 13 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – December 10, 2015 

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM 
 
Discussion and possible recommendation on applying for 2016-2020 Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP) Grant 
  
 BACKGROUND 
 
WisDOT is preparing to accept the next round of applications for the Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP).  These competitive grants are awarded to communities for infrastructure projects, 
such as shared-use paths and trails, as well as non-infrastructure projects, such as Safe Routes to 
School activities.  Staff is seeking approval to apply to this program for the upcoming cycle.  
More information will be provided at the meeting.   
  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 
WisDOT reimburses 80% of the approved project cost.   
  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends applying for this grant for the upcoming cycle. 
 
Staff contact:  Brad Lenz  715-261-6753 
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