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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, October 11, 2016, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall. 

Mayor Mielke presiding. 
 
Roll Call               10/11/2016 7:07:40 PM 
Roll call indicated 10 members 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Peckham, Patrick  YES 
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 McElhaney, Becky YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Gehin, Joe        NV 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES 
     11 Smith, Dennis   YES  
 
Proclamation 
Mayor Mielke proclaimed Wednesday, October 12, 2016, as BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS of Northcentral Wisconsin DAY 
in celebration of their 40th Anniversary in the City of Wausau, and encouraged all citizens to join him in recognizing Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Northcentral Wisconsin for its 40 years of service to improving our school age children by offering mentoring services in 
our community.   
 
Communications 
Mayor Mielke recognized and thanked Nan Giese, who has served as Interim City Assessor since early July.  He thanked her for 
coming back to work after her retirement to help the Assessment Department through the Open Book and Board of Review process.  
She has been recognized by her peers from the Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers with a Certificate of Commendation for 
35 years of service to the City of Wausau.   
 
Presentation: VFW Burns Post and the Auxiliary 
Donation of 100 US Flags to the City of Wausau by Dave Mandli and Deb Spatz.  
 
Public Comment: Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda and other public comment. 

1) Danielle Welter, 1213 W Wausau Ave, addressed the Council to appeal the denial recommendation for her Operator’s 
License.  She explained the reasons for the denial and all that she has done to change her past.  She indicated she has since 
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and is working on a Master’s in Community Mental Health & Wellness. 

2) Jack Tobalsky, 2136 Meadowbrook Way, spoke in opposition to the Phase I development plan on Northwestern Avenue (15-
1207) and urged the Council to vote no until a precise building plan is in place that is at least as detailed as the former plan.  
(Copy of his statement placed on file.) 

3) Joel Hoelter, 2119 Meadowbrook Way, spoke in strong opposition to the Northwestern Avenue Phase I site development 
plan.  He asked the Council to vote it down.   

4) Dan Higginbotham, 156 Kent St, owner of the property on Northwestern Avenue, explained one developer backed out but we 
have a local person very interested in teaming up with us.  He indicated he could answer questions when they get to the 
debate process on this item.   

 
Consent Agenda             10/11/2016 7:27:14 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Peckham to adopt all items on the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Peckham requested the Resolution 16-0108 regarding licenses be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
16-0901 Minutes of previous meeting(s). (09/27/16) 
 
16-1004 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee establishing assessment Rates for 2017 New 
Street Construction Projects. 
 
16-1005 Resolution accepting Drainage Easements for Discharge of Stormwater Runoff into City-Owned Conveyance System - HAI 
Wausau, LLC & Landmark Leasing, LLC. 
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16-1006 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving Agreement for the Management and 
Maintenance of a Stormwater facility (Elder Sanctuary, LLC - 215 East Thomas Street). 
 
02-1005 Resolution of the Finance Committee approving acquisition of 612 West Thomas Street. 
 
00-1009 Resolution of the Finance Committee authorizing application for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
Brownfields Assessment Grant. 
 
12-1006 Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 2000 Westwood Drive to allow for both emergency 
signage as well as signs in excess of thirty feet high in an IB, Interchange Business District. 
 
16-0704 Revised Resolution of the Wausau Water Works Commission approving application for administration of the Safe Drinking 
Water Loan Program. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

16-0108 Amendment            10/11/2016 7:42:02 PM  
Motion by Smith, second by Neal to amend the Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee to approve the Operator’s 
License for Danielle Welter.   
 
Peckham indicated he voted to overturn the denial and approve her license at committee but the vote lost.  He stated she has not had 
any violations or problems for four years, which he felt was a long time for someone in their 20’s.  He noted she has paid all of her 
court fines and paid the price for the four OWI’s that are in her past.  He felt she has proved herself by being a good employee and 
going back to college to get her degree.  Neal commented we should help people to move forward so they can pursue their job 
responsibility at a higher level.  He applauded Ms. Welter’s efforts in furthering her education and felt it carried more weight than 
past mistakes.   
 
Rasmussen stated we have set published criteria that we use for denials and felt to deviate from it undermines the credibility and the 
integrity of the criteria.  She commented we all have to own our life choices which may have the consequence of closed doors in the 
future; it was not one mistake she made, it was four big mistakes.  Wagner agreed and that in time she can obtain a license again 
when she meets the qualifications.  Discussion followed.   
 

Yes Votes: 6    No Votes: 4 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Gehin, Joe        NV 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
16-0108               10/11/2016 7:42:34 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Peckham to adopt a Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving or denying 
various licenses as indicated, as amend on council floor. 
 

Yes Votes: 9    No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
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 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Gehin, Joe        NV 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
16-1003              10/11/2016 7:43:40 PM 
Motion by Peckham, second by Nutting to confirm the Mayor's appointment to the Plan Commission. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

14-0707              10/11/2016 7:44:39 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Neal to adopt a Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee 
approving revision to State/Municipal Agreement for Townline Road, Grand Avenue to Easthill Drive. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

14-0704              10/11/2016 7:45:36 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Gisselman to adopt a Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee 
approving revision to State/Municipal Agreement for South 1st Avenue, Thomas Street to Stewart Avenue. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

01-0906              10/11/2016 7:47:30 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee authorizing agreement between the City of 
Wausau and the Wausau Cemetery Association, Inc. for the lease of a snow disposal site. 
 
Gisselman indicated he would abstain from voting because he sits on the Board of the Wausau Cemetery Association.   
 
Jacobson explained the contract states the city will provide a one-time payment to them in the amount of $15,000 for use of the snow 
disposal site on or before October 31, 2016; this includes $5,000 to cover unanticipated expenses due to storm damage to the property 
and unanticipated equipment breakdowns and $10,000 to construct a gasoline storage building to replace the one that was removed.   

 
Yes Votes: 9    No Votes: 0 Abstain: 1 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary ABS 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        NV 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
15-1109              10/11/2016 8:01:59 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Wagner to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving Modification of the 2016 
Budget for the payment of Engineering and Professional Services for the Master and Siting Plan for the Wausau Business Campus 
Expansion Project. 
 
McElhaney questioned why the city would pay for Wausau Chemical to move to the expansion site.  Schock explained if Wausau 
Chemical was to move, it would be for the city’s future planning and redevelopment of the parcel; so it would be the city requesting 
that they move.  Discussion followed.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
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03-1111              10/11/2016 8:03:10 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Gisselman to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Human Resources and the Finance Committees authorizing 
the adjustment of the Salaries of 18 Non-Represented Employees hired in 2014 to 96% of the Mid-Point of their Pay Range as 
outlined within the 2013 Compensation Plan Beginning with the First Pay Period in January 2017. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

15-1207              10/11/2016 8:23:07 PM 
Motion by Abitz, second by Nutting to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission approving the Precise Implementation Plan at 
2130, 2121, 2201, 2221, 2301 and 2305 Northwestern Avenue to allow Phase I site preparation activities for a multi-family residential 
development.   
 
Rasmussen commented this seems to be the project that won’t go away; the people that live in this area do not want a high density 
apartment complex and she would not support it.  Neal stated it is not a precise plan, it is a site digging plan and he would not vote for 
it.  Wagner agreed and wanted to see a commitment of what the property is actually going to look like, not just an excavation.   
 
Brad Lenz felt the concerns that were brought back to Plan Commission were addressed and traffic issue was taken care of at CISM.   
Peckham commented it appeared that Mr. Higginbotham has been trying to meet the concerns of the neighborhood.   
 
Nutting questioned Higginbotham as to why he did not feel this was an appropriate site for single family homes.  Higginbotham 
explained the property is across the river from Christianson’s Asphalt operation and Integrity Grading, which makes it a little less 
desirable for single family.  There are also railroad tracks where they stack 3M rail cars, if not for that, it would be perfect for single 
family homes.  We only have a single access across the tracks, which better for a communal access to an apartment complex.   
 

Yes Votes: 4    No Votes: 6 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: FAIL 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Gehin, Joe        NV 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Smith, Dennis    NO 
 
16-0907              10/11/2016 8:25:21 PM  
Motion by Peckham, second by Kellbach to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 317 East Kent 
Street to allow for material storage such as dirt, sand and compost, in a R3, Two Family Residence District. 
 
Wagner stated they have agreed not to grind their dirt between 7:00 – 8:00 a.m., Monday through Friday; and have indicated they only 
do it two or three times a year.  He indicated he was happy with these changes and he could support it now.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

14-1014              10/11/2016 8:33:24 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Neal to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission amending the Precise Implementation Plan at 
1420 North River Drive to allow for an expanded outdoor patio area and updated landscaping plan. 
 
Neal asked for clarification on the plan.  Lindman stated there were some concerns with the landscaping and how it would interact 
with the trail.  There were also some easement concerns and the utilities and now have those issues addressed.  Discussion followed.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 

Public Comment or Suggestions 
None 
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Adjournment              10/11/2016 8:33:55 PM 
Motion by Nutting, second by Peckham to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:33 pm.   
 
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 


