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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, September 27, 2016, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall. 

Mayor Mielke presiding. 
 
 
Roll Call                9/27/2016 7:02:22 PM 
Roll Call indicated 9 members present.   
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Peckham, Patrick  YES 
     2 Wagner, Romey   NV  
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 McElhaney, Becky YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Gehin, Joe       YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry   NV 
     11 Smith, Dennis   YES  
 
Public Comment: Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda and other public comment. 
None. 
 
Communications or Committee Reports 

1) Mayor Mielke thanked the Department of Public Works employees for their efforts for the large item cleanup that took place 
a week ago, which went very well.  He also thanked the Wausau Police Department for hosting the Council and himself for a 
presentation on what the department does.   

 
Consent Agenda              9/27/2016 7:05:01 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Neal to approve all items on the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
The clerk stated file numbers 16-0911, 94-0907 and 16-0915 will be pulled from the Consent Agenda and voted on separately.   
 
16-0901 Minutes from previous meeting(s). (09/13/16) 
 
16-0916 Ordinance of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee designating no parking, standing or stopping 
(excluding buses) on the north side of Randolph Street from a point 66 feet west of N. 4th Avenue to 386 feet west of N. 4th Avenue, 
on the west side of S. 12th Avenue from a point 84 feet south of Rosecrans Street to 356 feet south of Rosecrans Street, and on the 
west side of Lamont Street from a point 116 feet north of Broadway Avenue to 400 feet north of Broadway Avenue. 
 
07-0723 Ordinance of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee Repealing "No parking on the north side of 
Broadway Avenue from a point 240 feet west of its intersection with Lamont Street, to Lamont Street during school hours.” 
 
01-0115 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee relocating Districts 3 and 10 Polling Place from Wisconsin National 
Guard Armory of Wausau to Marathon Park East Gate (Youth Building) on the 600 Block of Garfield Avenue.  
 

Yes Votes: 9  No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
16-0911                  9/27/2016 7:07:07 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Gehin to adopt an Initial Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance 
Committee setting a public hearing regarding vacating and discontinuing excess right-of-way at the northeast corner of Prospect 
Avenue and Single Avenue. 
 
Peckham questioned if this property would be developed with Community Development funds and then turned over to the Parks 
Department.  Stratz explained there are neighborhood revitalization funds through the block grant programs that have been set aside 
for the Longfellow Tot Lot which we have been working on for about 10 years.  Vacating it is one of the last steps because we 
discovered it was considered a right-of-way.  She stated the Parks Department has an RFP out now to see what kind of playground 
equipment we can get and hopefully we can start developing it next spring. 
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Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 

94-0907               9/27/2016 7:13:32 PM  
Motion by Gisselman, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Economic Development and the Finance Committees 
rescinding Resolution 94-0907 dated, December 22, 2015, Regarding the Amendment to the Project Plan and Boundaries of Tax 
Incremental District No. 3, City of Wausau, Wisconsin. 
 
Smith questioned if this was for the financing of Younkers to move to the Penney’s spot in the mall.  Groat explained in December 
2015 the Council and Joint Review Board approved a Project Plan Amendment for TID #3 so that we could work on redevelopment of 
the mall, specifically moving Younkers into the Penney’s location.  When that fell through there was a final step we needed to do to 
actually make this project plan amendment official and that was to send the documents down to the State of Wisconsin.  As the deal 
started to unravel we decide to withhold that final reporting to the state.  By rescinding this resolution it is basically acting as an 
annulment and the amendment never existed because it was never turned into the state.  This plan did not include Sears which is now 
in the forefront of the development.  She indicated they will need to go back and do a new project plan amendment and the funds we 
borrowed are still available to use.   
 
Rasmussen stated the initial project really was outlining our cooperation with CBL in terms of repositioning the Wausau Center and 
this resolution is the final plug pulling of that plan.   
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
16-0915               9/27/2016 7:16:12 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee from the City of Wausau Common Council 
urging Local Legislators to Increase Transportation Funding. 
 
Peckham questioned why 2012 numbers were in the resolution and if more up to date numbers were available.  Groat explained the 
resolution was provided to us by the League of Municipalities suggesting that we adopt it, so it is really their language.   
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
12-1012 Amendment             9/27/2016 8:14:58 PM  
Motion by Gisselman, second by McElhaney to amend the Joint Resolution of the Human Resources and Finance Committees 
approving Health Plan for 2017, to add (Option 1) Continue the current arrangement for the provision of services, and determine the 
associated cost to be charged the Commission. 
 
Lengthy discussion took place regarding whether to continue to include CCITC for health insurance benefits, pursuant to the memo in 
the Council packet from Anne Jacobson and Elise Krohn, dated September 26, 2016.   
 
Call the Question 
Motion by Neal, second by Peckham to call the question and end discussion on the amendment for 12-1012 

        
Yes Votes: 6     No Votes: 3 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: *FAIL 
    *Needs 2/3 Vote to Pass 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NV 
 3 Nutting, David E. NO 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NV 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
Discussion continued.   
 
 



Page 3 of 5 

 

 
Vote on amendment to 12-1012: 
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
12-1012               9/27/2016 8:15:39 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Peckham to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Human Resources and Finance Committees approving 
Health Plan for 2017 as amended on council floor. 
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
03-1111               9/27/2016 8:17:11 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Nutting to adopt a Resolution of the Human Resources Committee authorizing Standby Pay for Senior 
Equipment Operators, Electricians, Sewer utility and Water Utility. Standby Pay is 9% of base weekly pay. 
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
16-0913               9/27/2016 8:18:00 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Economic Development and the Finance Committees 
approving the purchase of 415 South First Avenue and the General Obligation Promissory Note of $200,000 with the Judd S. 
Alexander Foundation and Modification to the 2016 Budget. 
 

Yes Votes: 8    No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NV 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NV 
 11 Smith, Dennis    NO 
 
16-0914               9/27/2016 8:18:34 PM  
Motion by Gisselman, second by Peckham to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving sale of 1401 N. 12th Avenue. 
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
16-0915               9/27/2016 8:19:01 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee of the City of Wausau Common Council 
urging Local Legislators to Increase Transportation Funding. 
 

Yes Votes: 9  No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions 
None. 
 
 
Closed Session               9/27/2016 8:19:37 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to move into CLOSED SESSION pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes for 
the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, regarding Wausau Center Mall 
redevelopment strategy. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Yes Votes: 9    No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
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 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NV 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NV 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
Closed Session               9/27/2016 8:20:24 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Nutting to move into CLOSED SESSION pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes 
for the purpose of conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy 
to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved in connection with the Department of 
Administration's approval of the Boundary Agreement between the Village of Maine, Village of Brokaw and Town of Texas, and 
regarding the initiation of a declaratory judgement action relating to the Brokaw-Wausau Water Agreement. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Yes Votes: 9    No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NV 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NV 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
 
RECONVENED BACK INTO OPEN SESSION 
 
Suspend Rule               9/27/2016 9:44:44 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Gehin to suspend Rule 1(D) Transmission of Committee Business to Council. 
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
Action on Wausau Center Mall            9/27/2016 9:45:43 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Neal to authorize staff to release Request for Proposal (RPF) immediately for the repositioning of 
411 Washington Street, known as Sears. 
 

Yes Votes: 9 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 
16-0106               9/27/2016 9:46:37 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Neal to approve a Resolution of the Common Council authorizing and directing the City's attorneys to 
commence a declaratory judgment action relating to interpretation of the Brokaw-Wausau Water Agreement. 
 

Yes Votes: 8    No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    NO 
 2 Wagner, Romey NV 
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 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NV 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
16-0106               9/27/2016 9:47:36 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Rasmussen to approve a Resolution of the Common Council authorizing and directing the City's 
attorneys to file a petition for review with the circuit court of the decision by the Department of Administration approving the 
amended cooperative boundary agreement between the Village of Maine, Village of Brokaw and Town of Texas. 
 

Yes Votes: 8    No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 2 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    NO 
 2 Wagner, Romey NV 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NV 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
Adjourn                    9/27/2016 9:48:28 PM 
Motion by Peckham, second by Gehin to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 
 


