
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 
 

RESOLUTION OF COMMON COUNCIL 
 

Approving language for a binding referendum regarding instituting a vehicle registration fee and 
authorizing placement on the November 8, 2016 ballot 

Committee Action:  Approved 11-0 

Fiscal Impact:       Staff time to prepare for and canvass the referendum results 

File Number: 16-0812 Date Introduced: August 23, 2016 

 

 RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, your Finance Committee, at their August 9, 2016 meeting, recommended repealing 
Section 3.10.010 and instituting a wheel tax; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Common Council on August 23, 2016, approved placing a binding referendum 
question on the November 8, ballot, requesting authorization to institute a wheel tax; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Common Council adopts the following wording as that wording which shall be 
placed on the ballot: 
 
    BINDING REFERENDUM QUESTION: 
 
  “May the City of Wausau implement a $20.00 wheel tax to take effect on  

January 1, 2018, for a period not more than three years for use specifically on  
local infrastructure maintenance when the single year wheel tax created by  
Marathon County for 2017 expires to potentially avoid double impacts to Wausau  
residents?” 

 
 The City of Wausau desires to implement a $20 wheel tax for the purpose of operation and 
maintenance of city streets and rights-of-way and for transportation related purposes.  This is an annual 
fee collected by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation at the time of vehicle registration or 
renewal, and submitted to the City.  This fee would apply to motor vehicles of not more than 8,000 
pounds and customarily kept within the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the aforementioned wording be submitted to 
the Marathon County Clerk for placement on the November 8, 2016 ballot no later than 70 days prior to 
the election date as required by Wis. Stats. 8.37. 

Approved: 
 
 
   
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 


