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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, June 14, 2016, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Mayor Mielke presiding. 
 
 
Roll Call               06/14/2016 7:05:25 PM 
Roll call indicated 11 members present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Peckham, Patrick  YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 McElhaney, Becky YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Gehin, Joe       YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Smith, Dennis   YES  
 
Proclamations: 
Mayor Mielke proclaimed June 12 - 18, 2016, as Elder Abuse Awareness Week, and encouraged all Wausau citizens to recognize and 
celebrate the quality of life all of our Wausau seniors have. 
 
Presentation: Riverfront Park (Stantec) 
Mark Putnam, Senior Landscape Architect with Stantec, presented a PowerPoint of the Riverfront Park Project.  (This presentation can 
be viewed on the city’s website video of the Council meeting.) 
 
Public Comments & Suggestions 

1) Deb Ryan, 702 Elm St, spoke regarding CBL, questioning whether the business will be financially stable in the long term.  She 
felt they should be closely looking over their audit reports.   

 
Communications & Committee Reports 

1) Abitz thanked all the neighbors and residents that helped with cleanup following the recent storm. Mielke and Gisselman 
acknowledge city workers and Park Department staff as well.   

2) Peckham stated there was a successful dedication of the Memorial Park Pool with a good crowd of swimmers over the 
weekend.   
  

Consent Agenda              06/14/2016 7:31:48 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Kellbach to approve all items on the Consent Agenda as presented: 
 
Peckham requested the removal of file #99-1104 from Consent. 
 
16-0501 Minutes of previous meeting(s). (5/10/16 & 5/24/16) 
16-0604 Resolution of the Plan Commission amending the Precise Implementation Plan for 211 Lavina Drive to allow for construction 
of an 8-unit building, in a UDD, Unified Development District. 
03-1116 Resolution of the Plan Commission amending the Precise Implementation Plan for 425 Wind Ridge Boulevard to allow for the 
replacement of a freestanding sign, in a UDD, Unified Development District. 
16-0108 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving or denying various licenses as indicated. 
03-0311 Resolution of the Wausau Water Works Commission reviewing the 2015 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for the 
Wastewater Plant. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
99-1104               06/14/2016 7:35:41 PM  
Motion by Peckham, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee amending the Procurement Policy regarding 
the procurement of professional attorney services. 
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Yes Votes: 10    No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
Suspend the Rules             06/14/2016 7:36:37 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Nutting to suspend Council Rules 12(A) Referral of Resolutions and 11(D) Transmission of 
Committee Business to Council (2/3 Vote required). 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
Addendum - CBL Update            06/14/2016 7:37:00 PM 
Update and discussion from City Economic Development Manager, Chris Schock regarding CBL & Associates Properties, Inc. situation 
 
Schock indicated the Economic Development Committee met in closed session to discuss options.  He reiterated that no agreement has 
been signed, nor would an agreement be signed, until the issues are sorted out.  He noted the Mayor is requiring CBL to respond and 
address all the outstanding issues before an agreement will move forward with them.  When a deal is ready and/or a project firms up it 
will go through the public process.  Discussion, questions and answers followed.  The city has a mall hotline (715-261-6688) to 
respond to all inquiries/comments/feedback/opinions/ideas or email: mall@ci.wausau.wi.us.   
 
16-0603                06/14/2016 7:47:03 PM 
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Abitz to confirm the Mayor's appointments to the Airport Committee.  
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
14-0910               06/14/2016 7:47:55 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Peckham to approve a Resolution of the Economic Development Committee approving the sale of 
approximately 1.997 acres at 7570 Stewart Avenue (PIN: 291-2909-361-0975) to be surveyed for $12,500 an acre to Linetec/Apogee 
Wausau Group to facilitate continued expansion of the existing facility in the Wausau Business Campus. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-0405               06/14/2016 7:48:40 PM  
Motion by Gehin, second by Nutting to adopt a Resolution of the Economic Development approving transfer of City of Wausau owned 
property to Community Development Authority, west of the Dudley Tower and east of the Wisconsin River at 8 Scott Street. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
03-1027               06/14/2016 7:49:16 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Neal to adopt a Resolution of the Economic Development Committee waiving City's right to purchase 
property in the Wausau Business Campus in order to allow the title transfer of 5803 Packer Drive from On The Muscle, Inc. to 
Wisconsin Shower Door & Supply Corp. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
14-0111               06/14/2016 7:49:49 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Wagner to adopt a Resolution of the Economic Development Committee waiving City's right to purchase 
property in the Wausau Business Campus in order to allow the title transfer of 7333 Stewart Avenue from Stewart Avenue Holdings, 
LLC to Westside Warehousing of Wausau, LLC. 
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Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-1109               06/14/2016 8:11:22 PM 
Motion by McElhaney, second by Neal to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Economic and Finance Committees approving Modification of 
the 2016 Budget for the payment of consulting services to develop a Metro Area Economic Development Strategy. 
 
Gisselman questioned whether Marathon County had a role in this and if so, what was the role and were they committing any money to 
it.  Jim Warsaw, MCDEVCO, explained this started about two years ago to develop a strategy for the metro area, which includes seven 
municipalities.  Marathon County’s Economic Development and Education Committee has agreed to provide $25,000 towards the 
project.  He indicated he approached three of the foundations in town and each has agreed to give $5,000; also approached all of the 
other six remaining municipalities and asked for contributions.  He received back responses from Weston, Rib Mountain, Mosinee, 
Rothschild and Kronenwetter.  Schock provided an explanation of the project and discussion followed. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
02-1005               06/14/2016 8:11:51 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Nutting to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving acquisition of 708 West Thomas 
Street. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 

02-1005               06/14/2016 8:12:17 PM 
Motion by Wagner, second by Peckham to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving acquisition of 904 West Thomas 
Street. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
02-1005               06/14/2016 8:12:50 PM  
Motion by Abitz, second by McElhaney to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving acquisition of 1101 South 12th 
Avenue. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
01-0115               06/14/2016 8:16:35 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Wagner to approve a resolution of the Common Council relocating Districts 3, 9, 10 and 11 polling place 
from Marathon Park East Gate Hall to Wisconsin National Guard Armory of Wausau for the 2016 August Partisan Primary Election. 
 
Abitz questioned if flyers were going to be sent out to the voters regarding this change.  Rayala stated postcards will be sent out to 
registered voters of the affected districts.  There will be media releases as well as information on the website.  Smith questioned how 
the conflict with the fair happened and if the fair board was aware of the election.  Rayala indicated she sends out notices of elections to 
the poll sites two years in advance.  
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-0204               06/14/2016 8:17:16 PM  
Motion by Gisselman, second by Peckham to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee authorizing City of Wausau serving as the 
financial agent for the Robert W. Monk Gardens grant from the Marathon County Environment Impact Fund. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-1109               06/14/2016 8:17:46 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Gehin to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee approving Budget Modification for the Purchase of 
Robotic Survey Equipment. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
02-1005               06/14/2016 8:18:22 PM 
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Nutting to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee approving acquisition of 1040 South 5th 
Avenue. 
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Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions: 

1) Coreen Toth-LaPointe, 1210 Maple Hill Rd, stated she has been having some issues with the Department of Public Works 
regarding a pedestrian sign that is being replaced that her son hit on March 4, 2016.  She indicated they were charging her $364 
for the replacement of that sign.  She stated only the post was knocked down and there was no damage to the actual sign and 
she had pictures.  She felt DPW has not tried to work with her for some type of resolution, although she has sent a couple 
letters.  She questioned who she could go to for help because DPW refused to talk to her Alderperson.  Jacobson indicated the 
Board of Public Works denied the claim, but that she will follow up to make sure she receives the letter outlining her remedy if 
she does not agree with the decision. 

2) Bernie Delonay, Frazer Family Foundation, submitted the old proposal for managing Public Access for the city.  She looked 
forward to being able to negotiate this proposal. 

 
Closed Session:               06/14/2016 8:28:12 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by McElhaney to move into CLOSED SESSION: pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(g) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes conferring with legal counsel who is rending oral or written advice concerning strategy with respect to litigation in which the 
city is or is likely to be involved, regarding Marathon Electric Mfg. petition of appeal to the Tax Appeal Commission of assessments 
stated in the Board of Assessors' March 22, 2016 determination. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Yes Votes: 11    No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
Closed Session              06/14/2016 8:28:55 PM  
Motion by McElhaney, second by Kellbach to move into CLOSED SESSION: Pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(g) of the Wisconsin Statutes 
conferring with legal counsel regarding strategy to be adopted by the body with regard to legal action the city is or is likely to be 
involved, regarding legal matters stemming from the November 2015 Metro Ride Incident. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Yes Votes: 11    No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Gehin, Joe        YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
Reconvened back into Open Session 
 
 
Settlement              06/14/2016 9:27:36 PM  
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Motion by Rasmussen, second by Neal to direct counsel to draft a finalize settlement documents as authorized by Common Council. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
16-0605               06/14/2016 9:28:08 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Rasmussen to approve a Resolution of the Common Council authorizing legal counsel to represent the 
City with respect to matters relating to an appeal or cross-appeal in the Marathon Electric Mfg. matter pending in the Wisconsin Tax 
Appeals Commission. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
Adjourn                06/14/2016 9:28:08 PM  
Mayor Mielke adjourned the meeting at 9:28 pm.   
 
 
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 


