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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, May 10, 2016, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall 

Mayor Mielke presiding. 
 
 
Roll Call               05/10/2016 7:01:58 PM 
Roll call indicated 11 members present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Peckham, Patrick  YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 McElhaney, Becky YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Gehin, Joe       YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Smith, Dennis   YES  
 
Proclamations: 
Mayor Mielke proclaimed Saturday, May 21, 2016, as International Migratory Bird Day, and urged all citizens to celebrate this 
observance and to support efforts to protect and conserve migratory birds and their habitats in our community and the world at large. 
 
Mayor Mielke proclaimed May 2016 as Bike Month in Wausau, and urged all residents to join him in the special observance.  He 
invited all to join him riding their bikes to work on Monday, May 16th, at 7:30 a.m.  Starting points were at John Marshall, Marathon 
Park Exhibition Building, Gilbert Park and Schofield Park.   
 
Mayor Mielke proclaimed May 15 -21, 2016 as Emergency Medical Services Week, and encouraged all Wausau residents to show 
their support for the local EMS providers and take steps to improve their overall health, personal safety and preparedness. 
 
Mayor Mielke proclaimed the month of May as Poppy Month in the City of Wausau and encouraged all citizens to proudly wear the 
poppy flower in remembrance of those who served, those currently serving and most importantly, those who have lost their lives in the 
line of service to our nation. 
 
Mayor Mielke read the benefits of the Main Street Program and proclaimed May 14 - 21, 2016 as National Main Street Week.   
 
Public Comment (Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda) 

1) Chief Kujawa, spoke regarding the resolution supporting the Fire Department Strategic Plan.  She explained their vision and 
mission and the process they took to accomplish it.   

2) Dan Higgenbotham, 156 Kent St, spoke regarding the Northwestern Avenue UDD proposal.  He asked for Council support 
and noted this project will also provide a bike trail to tie in to the Mountain Bay Trail.   

3) Jack Tobalsky, 2136 Meadow Brook Way, provided a history on the Northwestern Avenue project and the opposition to it by 
the neighboring residents.  He asked the Council to keep the property zoned for single family use or to ensure a precise 
implementation plan is presented.   

4) Joel Hoelter, 2119 Meadow Brook Way, agreed with Tobalksy regarding Northwestern Avenue and asked if any sort of 
traffic study has been done and spoke of the safety concerns.   

 
Communications & Committee Reports 
Rasmussen thanked the department heads, staff and peers for attending the 2016 Council Retreat.  She indicated they had great 
discussion and it was very productive.   
 
Consent Agenda              05/10/2016 7:35:05 PM  
Motion by Peckham, second by Abitz to approve all items on the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
Mielke noted there was a request by Nutting to remove file # 14-0704 from the Consent Agenda. 
 
16-0401 Minutes of the previous meeting(s). (04/12/16, 04/18/16) 
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16-0505 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee accepting Sanitary Sewer Easement at 1201 
Westwood Drive (1603 Landmark Drive, LLC). 
 
16-0506 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee vacating Easement between 411 Westwood 
Drive LLC and City of Wausau and accepting new easement between Wausau Healthcare Investors LLC and City of Wausau. 
 
14-0707 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving revision to State/Municipal 
Agreement for Townline Road, Grand Avenue to Easthill Drive. 
 
16-0507 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving agreement for the Management and 
Maintenance of a Stormwater facility (Jerry's Enterprises, Inc. - 306 South 18th Avenue). 
 
16-0508 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving agreement for the Management and 
Maintenance of a Stormwater facility (O'Malley Automotive Inc. - 3405 Stewart Avenue). 
 
16-0509 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving agreement for the Management and 
Maintenance of a Stormwater facility (Wausau School District 1600 Kickbusch Street). 
 
16-0504 Resolution of the Finance Committee approving the Disposal Process for Wausau Police Department Excess Firearms and 
Related Commitment of the Sales Proceeds for the Reconstruction of a Firearm Range. 
 
02-0423 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee authorizing live outdoor music prior to Wisconsin Woodchucks games 
at Athletic Park. 
 
16-0108 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving or denying various licenses as indicated. 
 
16-0510 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving the Wausau Fire Department's 2016-2020 Strategic Plan as a 
viable framework within which to enhance the safety, health, and economic viability of the Wausau community, and to support the 
implementation of the plan's goals and objectives. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
14-0704               05/10/2016 7:36:48 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Gisselman to adopt a resolution of the Capital Improvements & Street Maintenance approving revision 
to State/Municipal Agreement for South 1st Avenue, Thomas Street to Stewart Avenue. 
 
Nutting stated the residents of this street sincerely desire that the parking that is currently there be maintained and not to designate a 
bicycle lane in and of itself, but do as we presently do with autos and bicycles sharing the lane.   
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
16-0503               05/10/2016 7:37:35 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Peckham to confirm the mayor's appointments to the Police & Fire Commission and the N2N Committtee. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-0114               05/10/2016 7:38:12 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Neal to adopt a Resolution of the Economic Development Committee revising certain deed restrictions 
of the signed Development Agreement with CE Acquisitions to facilitate US Small Business Administration (SBA) loan funding. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-1109                05/10/2016 7:38:40 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Smith to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving Modification of the 2016 Budget for 
the Radtke Point Erosion and Public Access Project. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
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06-1005               05/10/2016 7:41:16 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Wagner to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving the Financing and Schedule for 
the Architectural and Engineering Services for the Design of Fire Station #Two. 
 
Peckham questioned what they were actually committing to with the passage of the resolution.  Rasmussen explained the replacement 
of Fire Station #Two has been on our radar for the last 10 years and we actually purchased a parcel of property on which to put it.  The 
Finance Committee received a direct request from the Fire Department to get it moving and at least do the design and engineering.   
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
12-0220                05/10/2016 7:47:03 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Smith to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Human Resources and the Finance Committees authorizing 
Merit Increase for introductory period completion. 
 
Gehin noted he abstained from voting at Finance Committee and would be abstaining again because his son was an employee.   
 
Wagner explained normally people get hired at a less than entry level rate and then after a certain period of time would get a pay raise, 
however, with the pay freeze this did not happen and anyone hired after July 2014 has been working at that introductory rate.  This is 
an adjustment both committees felt was extremely important.  Rasmussen noted these changes are already funded from within the pot 
of money set aside for this.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 1 Result: PASS 
 
03-1111               05/10/2016 7:47:39 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Abitz to adopt a Resolution of the Human Resources and the Finance Committees authorizing merit 
increases for satisfactory performers. 
 
Gehin abstained from voting. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 1 Result: PASS 
 
13-0804 Amendment             05/10/2016 8:30:30 PM  
Motion by Gisselman, second by Rasmussen to amend the Resolution of the Plan Commission approving the Precise Implementation 
Plan at 2130, 2121, 2201, 2221, 2301 and 2305 Northwestern Avenue to allow Phase I site preparation activities for a multi-family 
residential development - if development doesn't begin by 2020 the owners would have to reinstate the land as it was in 2016. 
 
Brad Lenz explained the precise plan is for the excavation part, with another precise plan for the actual building.  The Public Works 
will look at the traffic issues separately from the actual zoning.  The general plan for apartments is still in place and before them 
tonight was just the site prep; the actual buildings will be approved and developed at a later time.  Lengthy discussion followed and is 
available on the city’s website.   
 

Yes Votes: 4    No Votes: 7 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: FAIL 
 

 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Peckham, Patrick    YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. NO 
 4 Neal, Tom NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 McElhaney, Becky NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Gehin, Joe        NO 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Smith, Dennis    YES 
 
13-0804 Refer back             05/10/2016 8:32:58 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Abitz to refer this resolution back to Plan Commission requesting that the planning, zoning and 
engineering staff work with the owner to entertain alternative resolutions to the concerns that were raised on the floor of council. 
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Rasmussen suggested that the CISM Committee commence an evaluation of Northwestern Avenue in total to analyze the issues and 
what it would take to address them.   
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-0709                   05/10/2016 8:36:45PM 
Motion by Nutting, second by Wagner to adopt an ordinance of the Plan Commission rezoning 316 Sherman Street and 830 South 3rd 
Avenue from B1, Neighborhood Shopping District, 821 South 5th Avenue from M1, Limited Industrial District, and 828 South 3rd 
Avenue from B2, Community Service District, to UDD, Unified Development District and approve the General 
Development Plan to allow for a food and merchandise market, restaurant, deli, storage, and outdoor dining area. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
15-0709               05/10/2016 8:38:58 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Smith to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission approving the General Development Plan and Precise 
Implementation Plan at 316 Sherman Street, 830 South 3rd Avenue, 821 South 5th Avenue and 828 South 3rd Avenue to allow for a 
food and merchandise market, restaurant, deli, storage, outdoor dining area. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 
11-0505               05/10/2016 8:39:43 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Gehin to adopt a Resolution of the Park and Recreation Committee designating May 21, 2016 as 
International Migratory Bird Day. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Result: PASS 
 

Public Comments and Suggestions 
1) McKinley Lentz, 3818 Woodland Ridge Rd, invited the Council to Wausau Engineering and Global Leadership (EGL) 

Academy on the May 19, 2016, 3:30 – 6:30 pm., for open house and project showcase.   
2) Bernie Delonay, PO Box 5161, commented she has attended the EGL Academy and has seen some amazing experiments 

done by these high school kids.   
 
Adjournment              05/10/2016 8:42:55 PM 
Motion by Smith, second by Peckham to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:43 pm.  
 
 
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 


