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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, January 13, 2015, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall. 

Mayor Tipple presiding. 
 
 

Roll Call               01/13/2015 6:59:29 PM 
Roll call indicated 10 members present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Nagle, William P. YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.   NV 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 Winters, Keene  YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Oberbeck, David  YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Mielke, Robert  YES  
 
Proclamation: 
Mayor Tipple proclaimed Sunday, January 18, 2015 as Kiwanis Day in celebration of their 100th Anniversary in the City of 
Wausau and encouraged all citizens to join him in recognizing the Kiwanis Organization for its 100 years of service to improving the 
human conditions in our community. 
 
Public Comment (Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda.) 

1) Elizabeth Field, 726 Washington St, Executive Director of Main Street Wausau, spoke in favor the renovation project for The 
Wausau Club by Elk Creek Architectural LLC.  It brings 25 – 30 new jobs as well as a diverse array of stores, draws visitors 
and restores a historic building.  She encouraged the Council to approve the project.  

2) Christine VanDeYacht, 121 S 2nd Ave, stated to her knowledge there have not been any 2nd Avenue businesses that have 
spoken in favor of the 2nd Avenue redevelopment project as reflected in the minutes.  She questioned what public 
engagement has been engaged regarding the project.  She did not feel the project should go forward until there was a design 
and public engagement.  She also commented on the redevelopment of The Wausau Club and how the city has squashed 
earlier proposals for the building.   

 
Communications or Committee Reports 

1) Wagner stated they have been moving forward on the education piece that has been promised to bring the Council up to 
speed on the forms of government.  There will be a three hour session held the last week of January.   

  
Consent Agenda              01/13/2015 7:18:11 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Wagner to approve all items on the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
Neal requested that file numbers 15-0104 and 15-0105 be pulled off the Consent Agenda for discussion. 
 
14-1001 Minutes of previous meetings. (10/28/14) 
 
14-1101 Minutes of previous meetings. (11/11/14 & 11/25/14) 
 
15-0106 Ordinance of the Parking & Traffic Committee designating no parking on both sides of street at the intersection of Golden 
Meadow Street and N. 16th Avenue beginning at the eastern edge of the driveway for 1520 Golden Meadow Street and extending to 
the southern edge of the driveway for 1224 N. 16th Avenue. 
 
15-0108 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving or denying various licenses as indicated.  
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
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 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
15-0104               01/13/2015 7:20:59 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Abitz to adopt a Preliminary Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance 
Committee levying Special assessments for 2015 Street Improvement Project. 
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
15-0105  Amendment            01/13/2015 7:46:03 PM  
Motion by Nagle, second by Mielke to amend the Preliminary Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance 
Committee levying Special Assessments for 2015 Street Reconstruction Projects, to remove 2nd Avenue from Stewart Avenue to Elm 
Street and Clark Street from 2nd Avenue to the cul-de-sac. 
 
Oberbeck stated there were some questions raised as far as the overall plan for the west side and the coordination of 2nd Avenue 
reconstruction.  He was not in favor of moving forward until he sees the comprehensive plan.   
 
Rasmussen clarified this was only the preliminary resolution to allow us to schedule a public hearing and notice the residents that 
construction is coming; it is not approving the final design and is not out to bid yet.  She stated there has been public engagement in 
this process and Main Street facilitated three separate meetings where we invited stakeholders from the area to attend.  She indicated 
they walked the neighborhood with the residents and made lists of what was good and bad.   
 
Nagle wanted to remove 2nd Avenue.  Rasmussen reiterated this just the preliminary resolution.  Abitz agreed we need to get it 
moving forward.  Wagner was not satisfied with the work being done on it and wanted 2nd Avenue split out to wait to see the plan.   
 

Yes Votes: 6   No Votes: 4 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO  
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
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15-0105               01/13/2015 7:46:34 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Neal to adopt a Preliminary Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance 
Committee levying Special Assessments for 2015 Street Reconstruction Projects as amended on council floor. 
 

Yes Votes: 8   No Votes: 2 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Mielke, Robert   NO 
 
15-0107               01/13/2015 7:59:39 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Economic and the Finance Committees approving Elk Creek 
Architectural LLC's proposal and plan for redevelopment of the Wausau Club property at 309 McClellan Street. 
 
Wagner clarified we are not being asked to approve the $150,000 or the giving of the property tonight; it is contingent approval to 
allow him to apply for the $500,000 grant.  Upon receiving the grant he will have to come back with his full plan for Council 
approval.  Mayor Tipple agreed and noted the resolution indicates staff will prepare a developer agreement which will come back to 
the Council.  Werth explained it is a conceptual plan asking permission for them to go ahead and write a grant to WEDC which is due 
at the end of January.   
 
Winters argued that Mr. Goffin wasn’t applying for the grant, the city is apply for it and then turning around and giving him a 
$525,000 loan over 30 years with zero interest.  He stated the repayment of the loan is not shown in his cash flow statement the 
Finance Committee asked for.  He felt it was a very tenuous project and Goffin didn’t have enough of this own money in it.  He 
suggested putting it off.   
 

Yes Votes: 4   No Votes: 6 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: FAIL 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Oberbeck, David    NO 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Mielke, Robert   NO 
 
15-0111               01/13/2015 8:07:48 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Mielke to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving Fire Inspection Fee Agreement 
with Town of Wausau. 
 
Chief Kujawa noted there was revised version of the contract submitted including mileage under the costs that would be reimbursed to 
the city.  Winters commented he could not support going forward with a project where we subsidize the cost for another township.  
Rasmussen stated we need to collaborate and work together with other communities.  
 

Yes Votes: 8   No Votes: 2 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
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 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    NO 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
14-0814             01/16/2015 8:25:29 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Abitz to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving language for an advisory referendum 
regarding establishing the position of city administrator and placing it on the April 7, 2015 ballot. 
 
Oberbeck stated it was his understanding that the Council is going to be learning about several different types of government to 
choose from, however, the referendum questions is only asking about one choice or what we have now.  Wagner responded what he 
was told from the consultant who helped write the question that we are asking the voters if they want an adjustment to government, 
but because it is advisory, we make the final decision as the Council.  Public education and having two questions was discussed.   
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
15-0109  Amendment               01/13/2015 8:41:17 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Mielke to amend the Resolution of the Finance Committee approving language for a binding referendum 
regarding instituting a fee for stormwater management and removing the cost of stormwater collection from the tax levy and 
authorizing placement on the April 7, 2015 ballot, by adding the following language to the explanation paragraph on the ballot: "Like 
with the existing water and sewer utility, charges would apply to single family homes, for-profit entities, not-for-profit organizations 
and government buildings equally" and add the words "single family" before the words "residential properties..." 
 
Jacobson indicated the consultant we hired in 2005 to study stormwater management collection, felt it was important to include 
language that it would be applied to “single family” residential properties, in the explanatory paragraph following the question.  Neal 
felt there should be a reference to non-profits and government as well.   
 
Nagle stated the Council could still amend or repeal Chapter 3.10 following this referendum and institute a stormwater utility 
whenever they wanted if they chose to.  Winters noted that when Weston lost the referendum they were stuck with the results for one 
year.   
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
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 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
15-0109  Amendment #2             01/13/2015 8:48:45 PM  
Motion by Winters, second by Gisselman to amend the Resolution of the Finance Committee approving language for a binding 
referendum regarding instituting a fee for stormwater management and removing the cost of stormwater collection from the tax levy 
and authorizing placement on the April 7, 2015 ballot, to change the date of the election for this referendum item to the first Tuesday 
April (spring election) in 2016.   
 
Winters felt there was a case for having a stormwater utility but we would not be able to educate the public properly before this April 
2015 election.   
 
Groat commented the environment that the city operates in is different today than it was back when this ordinance (Chp 3.10) was 
placed on file.  She explained back then the city would have the authority to not decrease our levy and generate the additional fees 
and have even more money coming into the city in total.  In today’s environment, if we do increase those fees we must decrease our 
levy by the same amount.  The ordinance was originally designed to protect the constituents from the city basically double-dipping by 
having the levy in place and adding fees, but we can’t do that now.   
 

Yes Votes: 3   No Votes: 7 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: FAIL 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Oberbeck, David    NO 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
15-0109               01/13/2015 8:49:34 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Nagle to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee approving language for a binding referendum 
regarding instituting a fee for stormwater management and removing the cost of stormwater collection from the tax levy and 
authorizing placement on the April 7, 2015 ballot, as amended. 
 

Yes Votes: 7   No Votes: 3 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
15-0110               01/13/2015 8:58:59 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee approving language for a binding referendum 
regarding instituting a fee for garbage pickup and recycling and removing the cost for such services from the tax levy and authorizing 
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placement on the April 7, 2015 ballot.  
 
Neal suggested letting this one ride for a year and not bite off more than we can chew in this referendum season.  Rasmussen stated 
she did not know if they could or should wait on this one.  The Coordinating Committee directed PH&S to undertake some research 
with regard to the RFP and engage some public input.  She indicated a focus group has been assembled and is meeting tomorrow and 
after that the committee will vet the RFP for options.  Either way we need a garbage contract, whether we pay for it on the levy or as 
a separate bill.  She felt it would be proactive to get the public’s permission to remove it from the levy now.   
 
Wagner felt this was an opportunity for those of us elected and educated in these processes to step up and cover the issue for our 
residents.  He was not in favor of this going to referendum, he was in favor of the Council stepping up and getting a 2/3 majority vote 
to take both the stormwater management and garbage/recycling collection off the tax roll. 
 

Yes Votes: 5   No Votes: 5 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
(Mayor broke the tie with a yes vote. Motion passed 6-5.) 

 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   NO 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions (for items not listed on the agenda). 

1) Deb Ryan, 702 Elm St, commented regarding the absence of Alderman Nutting to represent his district at the Neighborhood 
Group meetings.   

 
Adjournment              01/13/2015 9:02:19 PM  
Motion by Mielke, second by Neal to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
 
James E. Tipple, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 


