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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, October 28, 2014, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Mayor Tipple presiding. 
 
 
Roll Call                10/28/2014 7:00:34 PM 
Roll call indicated 10 members present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Nagle, William P. YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.   NV 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 Winters, Keene  YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Oberbeck, David  YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Mielke, Robert  YES  
 
Presentations: Update: Boys & Girls Club (Brian Stezinski-Williams) 
Brian Stezinski-Williams presented highlights of the report of the past year previously submitted to the Council.  He noted the 
Franklin Elementary site opened in September and the response has been positive on all sides.  They see 30 to 40 kids before school 
starts with breakfast and supervised activities; in the afternoon they see 75-85 kids per day, for an afterschool snack, academics, team 
projects, recreational projects and dinner. Kids and parents are very a happy and the kids are building social skills and getting 
homework done.   
 
Celebrating 40 Years of Community Development Block Grant Programs (Antonio Riley) and 2014 Community Development 
Awards (Ann Werth) 
Mayor Tipple introduced Antonio Riley, HUD Midwest Regional Administrator, appointed by the President, which includes Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin.  Ann Werth presented the 2014 Community Development Awards to: Wausau 
Container and Wausau Fresh Start.  Riley addressed the Council commending the work and programs accomplished by the 
Community Development Department in the City of Wausau, as well as the commenting on the goals of HUD for this country.   
 
Public Comment (Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda) 

1) Arden Emmerich, 453 Grand Ave, Emmerich Properties, spoke in opposition to the Metro Plains Redevelopment project 
because the work for builders goes out of town.  He also opposed the low income subsidized housing use for this project.  He 
requested they re-send the RFP to give local builders and developers an opportunity. 

2) Richard Holster, 2808 Franklin St, spoke regarding concerns with both the Metro Plains and W.O.W. projects and requested 
they be tabled for a month.  Shortage of parking spaces for Metro Plains and Trolley Quarter Flats was a big issue.  He did 
not feel W.O.W. was the highest and best use for the property.   

3) Cal Tillisch, 931 Sturgeon Eddy Rd, spoke on behalf of the Wausau Curling Club in favor of renaming a portion of Junction 
Road to Curling Way.   

4) Aaron Kapullusch, 200 Washington St, CEO Wausau Chamber of Commerce, spoke regarding the Metro Plains proposal for 
Savo Supply and opposition to low income housing.  

5) Erin Anderson, Minneapolis, MN, Metro Plains representative, listed all the businesses whose employees have benefited 
from their housing developments. 

6) Rob McCreedy, Minneapolis, MN, on behalf of Metro Plains and summarized the proposal made to the ED Committee. 
 
Consent Agenda              10/28/2014 7:56:02 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Kellbach to adopt all items on the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Mayor Tipple indicated file number 14-1015 will be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
14-1010 Joint Resolution of the Airport and Finance Committee approving sale of Rick Coe, Mike Witzeling and William Holm 
hangar to Glenn Burt III including approval of new ground lease to Burt and approval of termination of current ground lease with Coe, 
Witzeling and Holm. 
 
13-0305 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving street name change: Junction Street 
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from McDonald Street north to Townline Road to Curling Way. 
 
14-1009 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving easement for the placement of a flag 
pole at the entrance of the Franklin Heights subdivision. (Franklin Heights Homeowners Association) 
 
14-1011 Ordinance of the Parking and Traffic designating "even/odd" parking on Werle Street 225 feet southwest of Garfield Avenue 
to West Street. 
 
14-1012 Ordinance of the Parking and Traffic Committee designating no parking on east side of St. Paul Street from the intersection 
of McIntosh Street 124 feet to the south to the property line for Bull Falls Brewery. 
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
14-1015               10/28/2014 8:00:02 PM  
Motion by Abitz, second by Kellbach to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee approving Six Year Service Contract with 
Stryker for Maintenance of EMS Equipment.  
 
Jacobson stated there will be some small housekeeping type of changes made to the contract.   
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
14-1003               10/28/2014 8:02:12 PM 
Motion by Neal, second by Winters to adopt the Mayor's appointments to the Wausau Veterans Committee.  
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
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 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
14-1013  Refer back             10/28/2014 8:25:45 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Winters to refer the Resolution of the Economic Development Committee approving a development 
project with Badger Lofts Limited Partnership (Metro Plains) for the redevelopment of property located at 1418 N. 1st Street (Savo 
Supply), back to committee for consideration of alternative options, including the potential for re-issue of RFPs. (Chair of ED to 
determine the date of meeting.) 
 
Rasmussen stated she voted no at ED Committee because she felt we have one chance to get the riverfront right and strategically 
planned and mistakes will be costly.  She felt the widest net possible needs to be cast when going out for RFP’s and find those big 
projects to redefine this area. She did not feel another tax credit housing project was needed on the east side right now and we need to 
tap many more groups with vision and energy.   
 
Wagner disagreed with the public comment that local people were not invited to participate in the project and pointed out it was 
published in the newspapers.  Rasmussen felt we should spread a wider net and not take the first proposal to get the highest and best 
use.  Discussion continued. 
 

Yes Votes: 6   No Votes: 4 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO 
 2 Wagner, Romey NO 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
14-1014               10/28/2014 8:40:40 PM  
Motion by Neal, second by Wagner to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Economic Development and the Finance Committees approving 
a Development Agreement between the City of Wausau and Wausau On the Water Inc., for the redevelopment of 1212 N. 1st Street for 
the purpose of constructing Wausau On the Water, a family entertainment center. 
 
Rasmussen stated she supported this project because the building is to be re-purposed and it is also designed with visual appeal on 
multiple sides.  It will create some visual interest, some buzz and some pedestrian traffic in the area.  She commented it is not only an 
indoor entertainment venue; the way the plan was structured, it has a significant relationship to the river and the River Edge Trail 
through a huge outdoor patio and a wharf in the future.   
 
Oberbeck was concerned with the reuse of a metal building that is already there and not in great shape and noted it is not on the fiscal 
impact that we are giving that building to them.  Werth felt the building has value and she would like to put a business in it.  Oberbeck 
stated the property on the riverfront was too valuable for a one story building and he would expect more participation from the owner 
versus the city participation at this level.  Neal pointed out there are other properties on the riverfront for impressive structures to be 
built on; the area needs a start and this is a start.   
 

Yes Votes: 9   No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
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 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    NO 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Suspend Rule 1(D)              10/28/2014 8:41:29 PM 
Motion by Nagle, second by Neal to suspend Rule 1(D).  
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
08-0710         10/28/2014 8:47:55 PM 
Motion by Nagle, second by Rasmussen to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee approving assignment of City of Wausau 
Parking Space Lease Agreement from Murdock Wausau, Ltd. f/k/a Murdock Wausau Limited Properties to Compass Block 15, LLC. 
 
Winters stated he voted against this in committee because the agreement gives up $168,000 of city revenue over a five year period and 
requires nothing of Compass Properties.   
 

Yes Votes: 9   No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene NO 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions (for items not listed on the agenda). 
Mielke questioned the status on the hiring of a consultant by the Chamber of Commerce to start the discussion and education for the 
April referendum regarding the possible government leadership change.  Wagner responded the chamber has been in contact with him 
regularly and the committee has been formed and have met.  As of last week they were narrowing down the consultants and it will be 
made public soon. 
 
Adjournment         10/28/2014 8:50:25 PM 
Motion by Mielke, second by Abitz to adjourn. 
 

Yes Votes: 10  No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
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 3 Nutting, David E. NV 
 4 Neal, Tom YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
James E. Tipple, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 
 
 


