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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, May 14, 2013, at 7:00 pm in Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Mayor Tipple presiding. 
 
Roll Call               5/14/2013 7:03:21 PM  
Roll call indicated 10 members present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Nagle, William P. YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.   NV 
     4 Brezinski, Jim  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES  
     6 Winters, Keene  YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Oberbeck, David  YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Mielke, Robert  YES  
 
Proclamation 
Mayor Tipple proclaimed May 12 – 18, 2013, as Police Week, in the City of Wausau and publicly saluted the service of law 
enforcement officers in our community and the communities across the nation.   He noted there will be a ceremony on The 400 Block 
on Thursday at 11:00 am.   
 
Communications 

1) Rasmussen encouraged Council members to attend the meeting regarding the Push Back Against Drug Abuse campaign at 
the AOD Partnership Council meeting on June 4, 2013.  The panel discussion on the statistics was important for the Council 
members to be aware of.  She indicated Melissa Dotter would also be presenting at the Council meeting on June 11, 2013.   

2) Nagle stated the city should consider the rezoning the Kwik Trip property on the corner of Ruder St and Grand Ave.  He 
indicated his constituents in his neighborhood thought it should no longer be commercially zoned and he would like the Plan 
Commission to consider the rezoning.   

 
Consent Agenda               5/14/2013 7:13:10 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Mielke to adopt all items on the consent agenda as presented: 
 
13-0401 Minutes of the previous meeting. (04/09/13) 
 
91-1008 Resolution of the Finance Committee adopting Revenue Policy. 
 
13-0504 Resolution of the Legislative Committee opposing the Amending of State Law to Restrict Local Governments from imposing 
Residency Requirements as a proposed item in the 2013-2015 State Budget. 
 
13-0512 Resolution of the Legislative Committee supporting the preservation of Tax-Exempt Financing. 
 
02-0511 Joint Ordinance of the Park & Recreation and Public Health & Safety Committees amending Section 9.20.020, Park 
Regulations 
 
10-1110 Ordinance of the Parking & Traffic Committee designating three 15-minute passenger loading and unloading stalls on the 
east side of the 700 block of N. 3rd Street beginning 78 feet north of Grant Street and extending north 69 feet. 
 
13-0514 Ordinance of the Parking & Traffic Committee designating no parking on the north and south sides of Werle Avenue 
beginning south of its intersection with Garfield Avenue and extending southwest 225 feet. 
 
13-0515 Ordinance of the Parking & Traffic Committee designating three 15-minute parking stalls on the east side of Genrich Street 
beginning 86 feet from its intersection with E. Thomas Street south 79 feet. 
 
13-0505 Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 306 South 17th Avenue to allow for an outdoor dining 
area, in an IB, Interchange Business. (Johnson) 
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13-0507 Ordinance of the Plan Commission rezoning 530 Grant Street from R3, Two Family Residence District, to UDD, Unified 
Development District and approving the General Development Plan to allow for a counseling office. (Peterson) 
 
13-0507 Resolution of the Plan Commission approving the precise implementation plan for 530 Grant Street to allow for a counseling 
office. (Peterson) 
 
13-0412 Resolution approving a conditional use at 1605 Merrill Avenue to allow for an outdoor dining area, in an IB, Interchange 
Business District. (Miller) 
 
13-0509 Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 2510 Stewart Avenue to allow for an outdoor dining area, 
in a B2, Community Service District. (Heilmeier) 
 
13-0510 Ordinance of the Plan Commission amending Sections of Title 23 of the Wausau Municipal Code to enhance and/or clarify 
the regulatory consistency of the zoning ordinance in regard to fencing materials in Residential Districts and driveway widths in 
Business and Industrial Districts. 
 
96-0422 Ordinance of the Public Health & Safety Committee amending Sections 5.52.020 Purpose, 5.52.090 Records required and 
5.52.110 Daily reports to police relating to Pawnbrokers, Secondhand Article Dealers and Secondhand Jewelry Dealers. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0508                5/14/2013 7:14:25 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Abitz to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 1731 and 1735 
Merrill Avenue to allow for a 150-foot communication tower, in a B3, General Commercial Business District (Begley). 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0108                5/14/2013 7:15:02 PM  
Motion by Gisselman, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving or denying 
various licenses as indicated. 
 
Winters questioned the status of the Gay Pride Parade event in regard to the contingencies that were put on the approval in committee.  
The committee suggested an alternate route from Oak Island on River Drive to the 400 Block rather than closing a main thoroughfare 
such as Stewart Avenue, since the parade only had one float.  Hardel stated the organizer wanted to use Stewart Avenue and indicated 
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there could be up to 500 people walking behind the float.  Hardel stated they would only close one lane of Stewart Avenue.  Winters 
stated he had been hearing there could be as many as 20,000 and questioned if anyone had an accurate estimate.  Hardel stated it was 
hard to know for sure, but the organizers indicated 1,000 to 2,000.  The clerk stated there were still questions regarding what activities 
were going to be taking place on The 400 Block as it was only reserved for one hour and she noted proof of insurance needs to be 
provided before issuance of the permit.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0503              5/14/2013 7:20:48 PM  
Motion by Brezinski, second by Gisselman to Confirm the Mayor's appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
02-0432  (Vetoed by Mayor on 4/26/13)             5/14/2013 7:30:51 PM  
Motion by Winters, second by Mielke to override the mayor's veto of the Ordinance of the Committee of the Whole amending 
Chapter 2.16 Standing Rules of the Common Council Rule 6B, Introduction of Business-Filing.  
 
Mayor Tipple explained he vetoed this rule because it is increasingly difficult with current staff to try accommodating a six day in 
advance posting of committee agendas.  Winters commented we would really like to encourage information to come to us in advance 
to give us time to study it and work with constituents on the issues.  He stated since the committee chair or the Mayor can waive the 6 
day requirement for important items, he felt that was enough of a safety valve.   
 
Rasmussen stated this basically takes our 6 day rule for Council packets and expands it to standing committees and as chairperson for 
two standing committees she opposes it.  She stated when a committee meets once a month it needs to get as much work done in that 
meeting as possible.  She noted PH&S Committee deals many licenses and permits of which many times the paperwork comes in at 
the 11th hour and she did not want people waiting an extra month.  She felt this rule would result in a lot of special meetings or she 
would have to be waiving the rule frequently.  Brezinski agreed as chair of Economic Development they have many people that come 
before the committee and one of the criticisms leveled at government is that we are too slow and not responsive to the needs that are 
there.  He was also sympathetic to staff’s efforts to produce the committee packets in a timely manner.  Nagle stated we should be 
responsible to the constituents and get their business on agendas.   
 
Oberbeck felt they needed to have the information in front of them at least 6 days in advance and that it was not unreasonable to call a 
special meeting for important time sensitive issues.  He also thought it was important for constituents to get information from the 
website or electronically.   
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Vote to override the veto:  * Requires 2/3 vote to override. 
 

Yes Votes: 4  No Votes: 6 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: FAIL 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO  
 2 Wagner, Romey NO  
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0511                5/14/2013 7:32:52 PM  
Motion by Brezinski, second by Gisselman to adopt a Joint Ordinance of the History Preservation and the Plan Commissions 
amending Section 2.82.065 Historic Districts. 
 
Gisselman announced the Historic Preservation Commission presents adding the East Hill Residential Historic District to the city, 
joining the Downtown Historic District as well as the Andrew Warren Historic District.  He stated no one spoke at a public hearing 
held by the Preservation Commission and it was subsequently approved at the Plan Commission.  He commented it is a very 
distinguished neighborhood which adds to the great architectural and historic significance that Wausau has in this area.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
13-0516                5/14/2013 7:33:41 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Mielke to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee authorizing PILOT agreement - Riverview 
Towers, LLC. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
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13-0513                5/14/2013 7:35:15 PM  
Motion by Mielke, second by Wagner to adopt a Resolution of the Finance Committee supporting Local Government Cooperative 
Ventures. 
 
Nagle felt this resolution would do so much more than just coming up with methods to purchase or lend and borrow equipment 
cooperatively; if all of the metropolitan communities would act in concert, we could control the County Board and go to our 
legislators in Madison and Washington with so much more authority.  We cannot get things alone as much as we can get things 
together.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
02-0423                5/14/2013 7:36:10 PM  
Motion by Mielke, second by Wagner to adopt a Resolution of the Parks & Recreation Committee approving Athletic Park Use 
Agreement. 
  

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
 
13-0519                  5/14/2013 7:36:50 PM  
Motion by Winters, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Park & Recreation Committee authorizing Athletic park 
Development Agreement. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
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 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0518                5/14/2013 7:37:57 PM 
Motion by Mielke, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Joint Resolution of the Parks & Recreation and Finance Committees 
authorizing acquisition of 504 East Wausau Avenue and 2213 North 5th Street. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0506 Amendment              5/14/2013 7:42:04 PM 

Motion by Wagner, second by Abitz to amend the Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 404 Seymour 
Street to allow for illuminated monument and building signs, in a R3, Two Family Residence District, with the alternate proposal 
removing the music notes and using only the block letters with the illuminated halo glow on the Grand Avenue side. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0506                5/14/2013 7:42:30 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Brezinski to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission approving a conditional use at 404 Seymour 
Street to allow for illuminated monument and building signs, in a R3, Two Family Residence District (Clark) as amended. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
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 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
13-0517  Amendment               5/14/2013 7:45:12 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Wagner to amend Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee file #13-0517 that the 
second to the last Whereas is changed to add the Village of Weston as follows: "WHEREAS, currently the City of Wausau and the 
Village of Weston are the only municipalities in Marathon County..." and the last Whereas is changed to read, "WHEREAS if only 
two communities adopt a mandatory..." 
 
Rasmussen stated at the time this was considered in committee the Village of Weston had not yet passed their requirements and since 
then have adopted mandatory veterinarian reporting.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0517                  5/14/2013 7:45:36 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Mielke to adopt a Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee requesting Marathon County 
to adopt mandatory monthly rabies vaccination reporting requirements countywide for the purpose of pet licensing as amended. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions (for items not on the agenda). 

1) John Fischer, Emmerich & Associates, 453 Grand Ave, Schofield, requested that the gravel driveway paving requirement be 
sent back to committee.  He commented there are homeowners on fixed incomes who can’t afford some basic repairs and this 
would force them to put in a $5,000 driveway.  He did not feel the ordinance would do what it was intended to do, as there 
were many gravel alleys and public right-of-way. 

2) Debra Ryan, 702 Elm St, spoke regarding residency issues proposed by the state and also improvements to fencing materials.   
  
Adjournment               5/14/2013 7:51:38 PM  
Motion by Mielke, second by Brezinski to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 



Page 8 of 8 
 

 3 Nutting, David E. NV  
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
James E. Tipple, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 
 
 


