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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, April 9, 2013, at 7:00 pm in Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Mayor Tipple presiding. 
 
 
Roll Call                  4/9/2013 7:04:37 PM 
Roll call indicates 11 members present.  
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Nagle, William P. YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES  
     4 Brezinski, Jim  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES  
     6 Winters, Keene  YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Oberbeck, David  YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Mielke, Robert  YES  
 
Proclamations 
Mayor Tipple proclaimed April 14 – 20, 2013 as Week of the Young Child at the YWCA Child Development Center and 
encouraged all citizens to work to make a good investment in early childhood.   
 
Mayor Tipple proclaimed April 9, 2013 as National Service Recognition Day and encouraged residents to recognize the positive 
impact of national service in our city, to thank those who serve; and to find ways to give back to their communities.   
 
Presentation: 
The City Clerk presented Robert Mielke with a Certificate of Election as confirmed by the Board of Canvass from the Spring Election 
on April 2, 2013 and swore him into office as District 11 Alderperson for the remainder of the term expiring in April 2014.   
 
Public Comment (Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda) 

1) Stephen Triggs, 1417 Prospect Ave, spoke in favor of the conditional use permit at 1000 McDonald Street for Schultz’s 
Scrap and Recycling Center.  It was agreed that all vehicle traffic will be kept to the east side of the town on Junction Street 
to and from Townline Road; material will be stored and then delivered to his Merrill facility for processing; there will be less 
traffic; the hours are good; the noise will be less; and the business is good for everyone.   

2) Laura Suhr, 909 Townline Rd, stated her biggest concern with the conditional use at McDonald Street was that he would 
expand and create a processing center and that it would spill over and adversely affect their property values.  She indicated 
she was okay with the plan as it is, as long as he doesn’t expand.   

3) Nancy Thiele, 1334 Prospect Ave, stated currently there are five recycling centers in the Wausau area and questioned the 
need for six.  She felt redevelopment of the area was a better idea, as was done with the curling center and the soccer fields 
nearby.  She believed it was a blight issue waiting to happen and there is already too much noise in the neighborhood.  She 
suggested this type of business be located outside the center of Wausau within already existing business bordering city limits.   

4) Cal Tillisch, 431 Sturgeon Eddy Rd, spoke on behalf of southeast side concerned citizens opposing the conditional use for the 
recycling center.  They felt it was not the right place a scrap yard considering the other development going on in that area.  
He also spoke in opposition to it on behalf of the Wausau Curling Club which has invested $5 million into the new facility; as 
well as the Wausau Cemetery Association as legal counsel, which is a park-like historic cemetery that does not want a scrap 
yard next to it.  Lastly, he spoke in opposition to it on behalf of the soccer people who will be putting up another $5 million 
facility.  He reiterated he had nothing against the business; this is just the wrong place for it.  Saturday is typically the 
busiest day for this business as well as for the curling and soccer clubs, creating a big traffic issue. 

5) Jeff Isroff, 1000 McDonald St, majority owner of Schultz’s Recycling, stated it has been in Merrill for 55 years and does a lot 
of charitable work and runs a very clean operation.  It is zoned Industrial M-2, the building works out well and it is very 
convenient location for people in Wausau who want to sell their scrap and get paid instantly.  He stressed that they were not 
asking for a scrap yard; they are running a collection and feeder operation; everything will be behind the privacy fence or 
done inside.  He noted the things that generate noise, they won’t be doing.  He confirmed they will be open on Saturday 
mornings to accommodate people that work during the week.   
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Consent Agenda                 4/9/2013 7:35:17 PM 
Motion by Mielke, second by Nutting to approve all items as listed below:  
 
13-0301 Minutes of the previous meeting. (03/26/2013) 
 
03-0306 Resolution of the Finance Committee authorizing the write off of certain uncollectible delinquent personal property tax 
accounts from the City's accounting records. 
 
88-0125 Ordinance of the Plan Commission amending Title 23 of the Wausau Municipal Code by adding "Schools and programs for 
the instruction and training of medical and/or health professionals" under Section 23.50.020(b)(5), "Permitted Uses." 
 
13-0404 Ordinance of the Parking and Traffic Committee designating two 15-minute parking stalls in the 300 block of N. 3rd Street. 
 
13-0405 Ordinance of the Parking and Traffic Committee establishing pedestrian crosswalk on Washington Street 190 feet east of N. 
1st Street. 
 
13-0406 Ordinance of the Parking and Traffic Committee designating no parking on the north side of Rosecrans Street from S. 3rd 
Avenue east 72 feet. 
 
13-0108 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee approving or denying various licenses as indicated. 
 
05-1113 Ordinance of the Public Health and Safety Committee amending Sections 9.24.070 Chronic Nuisance Premises and 9.24.090 
Penalties. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
02-0432      4/9/2013  
Ordinance of the Committee of the Whole Amending Chapter 2.16, Standing Rules of the Common Council 
Mayor Tipple indicated he was withdrawing this item from the agenda because at the Committee of the Whole they voted on the rules 
individually and he wanted them brought back to the next Council meeting in that same format.   
 
13-0409                 4/9/2013 7:36:34 PM  
Motion by Brezinski, second by Rasmussen to adopt a resolution of the Finance Committee authorizing appraisal and litigation 
support proposal of Mark T. Kennedy - Sears. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
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 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
13-0407                 4/9/2013 7:37:09 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Brezinski to adopt a Resolution of the Plan Commission amending the General Development Plan 
and Precise Implementation Plan for 505 South 56th Avenue (Whispering Pines Apartments). 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0408  (Amendment)               4/9/2013 8:00:48 PM  
Motion by Wagner, second by Mielke to amend to the resolution of the Plan Commission approving conditional use at 1000 
McDonald Street to allow for a scrap metal recycling operation with outdoor storage, in an M2, General Industrial District, to cap the 
amount of cars that can be stored on site at a maximum of 12 cars. 
 
Rasmussen stated after reading the Plan Commission minutes and listening to tonight’s public comment she was inclined to agree with 
a number of residents and Cal Tillisch that outdoor storage of scrap is an ill fit for the neighborhood given the direction it is going for 
redevelopment.  We have invested a lot of time and effort in developing the soccer complex and the curling facility, rebuilding Kent 
Street, and planning the extension of the northern access at Junction Street.  She felt that even though that area has historically been 
very industrial, it is evolving in a different direction.  She did not have an issue with indoor processing of recycling, but did have a 
problem with outdoor storage of materials and 8 to 12 car bodies.   
 
Wagner indicated this was within his district and he received a number of phone calls and emails, the majority in opposition, but some 
in favor.  It came down to three issues, which were traffic, noise, and the appearance.  He felt that Jeff Isroff addressed all of the 
concerns in a very positive manner tonight.  He was encouraged by learning that it could possibly create 8 to 12 jobs.  He indicated 
he walked the neighborhood and did not think you would be able to see the car bodies from Junction Street or McDonald Street.  He 
was concerned the building will deteriorate if not used by someone who will take care of it and become an eyesore. He felt it was a 
classy operation; he noted they contribute to a lot of charities and they are not asking the city for any money.   
 
Nagle had no doubt that he would run a good operation; however, he did not believe this was a good location for a scrap metal 
recycling operation which is heavy manufacturing.  He did not agree with expanding the use of that M-2 zoned location.  
 
Jeff Isroff explained they would not have piles of scrap on the ground outside, when a customer comes in the back with iron or steel 
scrap they will unload their vehicle right into one of our containers.  The only thing he was asking to do was if someone came in with 
an auto body on the back of a trailer, they would take it off and put it up against the building and as soon as they have a load they will 
take them to Merrill to process.   
 
Vote on the amendment: 

Yes Votes: 7 No Votes: 4 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO  
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO 
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 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
13-0408                 4/9/2013 8:24:00 PM 
Motion by Wagner, second by Abitz to adopt a resolution of the Plan Commission approving conditional use at 1000 McDonald Street 
to allow for a scrap metal recycling operation with outdoor storage, in an M2, General Industrial District (Isroff) as amended. 
 
Winters commented he would take a real development over a vacant building and real jobs over hypothetical jobs, but more 
importantly he felt that since Wagner who had researched it and as Alderperson for that district was advocating for the project, it 
should be supported.   
 
Nutting questioned Bill Duncanson, Parks Director, on his thoughts on potential future of improving Junction Street with trees, etc.  
Duncanson stated Junction Street is going to be the north entry into the sports and recreation area.  It was originally developed purely 
for industrial purposes to get trucks and other industrial vehicles in and out.  It doesn’t have storm sewer underneath and has ditches 
on the sides and it is not possible as it currently exists to put sidewalks on either side.  He indicated they would like the street 
reconstructed in the future to a full standard with trees.   
 
Oberbeck commented it is zoned properly for this type of use; the railroad tracks are there; Kraft Foods is there; it has an industrial 
base there; and recycling facilities are a part of our community.   
 
Abitz questioned possible expansion of the business.  Isroff stated he wanted to be very clear that they were not going to expand this 
site into an outside processing operation.  After talking to the neighbors and hearing their concerns, it has been taken that out of the 
realm of possibility. They will keep the operation as it is right now, but may expand inside the building which they are only leasing 
half of now.  He reiterated that people driving to and from the soccer fields and the curling club are not going drive by the facility and 
see scrap processing going on or large piles of iron and steel scrap.   
 

Yes Votes: 6 No Votes: 5 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO  
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim NO 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO 
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO  
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions (for items not appearing on the agenda). 

1) Bernie DeLonay, 1405 Hollibush Ln, Rib Mountain, commented she has been in the business of planting and garden 
consulting for over 40 years and it is very easy to make something look aesthetic without having to spend a lot of money.  
She also commented on the episode fees for Public Access, stating this is not the way to go to make money.  She reiterated 
she and her sister raise money through their foundation and can do that for Public Access.   

2) Barbara Fraser-Herrera, 1018 S 1st Ave, thanked the Mayor for Public Access and indicated they have a lot of sponsors for it 
already.  She stated we would like to expand this more and we know what we are doing.  She asked the Mayor to let them 
do it for Public Access.   

  
Adjournment                4/9/2013 8:30:51 PM 
Motion by Mielke, second by Rasmussen to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
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 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
  
 
James E. Tipple, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 
 


