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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, at 7:00 pm in Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Mayor Tipple presiding. 
 

Roll Call               1/22/2013 7:02:00 PM  
Roll Call indicated 11 members present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Nagle, William P. YES  
     2 Wagner, Romey  YES  
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES  
     4 Brezinski, Jim  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES  
     6 Winters, Keene  YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Kellbach, Karen  YES 
     9 Oberbeck, David  YES 
     10 Abitz, Sherry  YES  
     11 Mielke, Robert  YES  
 
Presentation: Lifesaving Award (Chief Hardel) 
Police Chief Hardel presented Officer Anthony Reince with the Lifesaving Medal of the Wausau Police Department for his efforts on 
December 1, 2012 upon finding an unresponsive 72 year old male not breathing and without a pulse and performing CPR until 
paramedics arrived.  His efforts on scene were a critical part in the man being successfully revived.   
 
Public Comment (Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda) 

1) Ed Gale, former Council member, stated he objected to the notion of requiring every Council member to have an email 
address provided by the city. He felt when you start making people do things it creates challenges.  He also disagreed with 
the idea of registering lobbyists because most constituents that speak to Council members are lobbying for something.  He 
felt there should be a full discussion and review on the Council rules before any changes were made.   

 
Communications 

1) Mayor Tipple stated the City’s Newsletter and the Wausau Water Works Newsletter have been combined into one and will be 
circulated five times per year which will save on costs and postage.   

2) Nagle stated the Village of Weston is conducting a three year plan for their community and urged the Mayor and President of 
the Council to contact Weston to see if we could meet together in the near future to discuss metropolitan government.  

 
Consent Agenda                1/22/2013 7:15:12 PM  
Motion by Brezinski, second by Gisselman to adopt all items on the Consent Agenda as listed: 
 
13-0101 Minutes of a previous meeting. (1/08/13) 
 
13-0106 Preliminary Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee levying Special Assessments for the 
2013 County Road U Project 
 
13-0107 Resolution of the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee approving agreement for the management and 
Maintenance of a Stormwater facility (Kwik Trip). 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
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 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
03-0805                1/22/2013 7:16:07 PM 
Motion by Nutting, second by Rasmussen to adopt a Resolution of the Economic Development Committee waiving the City's right to 
repurchase property, 400 South 72nd Avenue, a foreclosed commercial manufacturing site, in order to allow Graphic House, a growing 
and successful sign fabricator, to purchase the property and establish a presence within the city limits of Wausau. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Suspend the Rules              1/22/2013 7:16:38 PM 
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Winters to Suspend the Rules of the Common Council.   (2/3 vote needed to pass.) 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 1 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Attorney Shane VanderWaal explained the agendized item is the Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.16, Standing Rules of the Common 
Council and under State Statute 62.13 3(e) those rules are considered the procedural rules of the Council, so any motions made should 
address that topic.  He referred to a memorandum provided by Keene Winters in which issues were raised that were a concern with 
open meeting laws and the agenda and in his opinion should go through the committee process.   
 
02-0432  Point of Order              1/22/2013 7:39:46 PM 
The Mayor requested the Council vote on whether the subject matter in the motion by Winters, seconded by Mielke to refer the memo 
dated January 3, 2013 from Keene Winters and the memo dated January 18, 2013 from Anne Jacobson to a five member Rules 
Committee to be appointed by Council President Rasmussen is germane to the agendized item. 
 
Winters felt referring something to a committee was germane and it would be a way to dispense with the issue and through the proper 
process.  Rasmussen stated she understood that taking it to a committee would be appropriate for deeper consideration and dialogue; 
however, she was not convinced that a rules committee of five was necessarily the undertaking mechanism.  She stated the Council is 
made up of 11 and all should have a voice at that table, which is why she felt it should go to the Committee of the Whole.   
 
Brezinski commented he did not feel the items in Keene Winters’ memo were appropriate for Council rules discussion and he did not 
agree with creating a new committee when there were other appropriate committees to take it through.  Mayor Tipple pointed out that 
Council Rule 13 states that appointments to special ad hoc committees shall be made by the Mayor and appointments to nonstanding 
committee shall be appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council.  Nagle did not feel any of issues in the Winters memo 
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should be discussed because it would violate the open meeting laws.  Rasmussen reiterated that she felt a committee of five would be 
restrictive and that the Committee of the Whole is the most appropriate place for these issues to be discussed.   
 
VanderWaal clarified the motion on the floor which was put forth by the Mayor as the parliamentarian is to vote on the question as to 
whether Mr. Winters’ motion to create a committee relative to the items in his memo is germane to the topic posted on the agenda.  
 

Yes Votes: 1  No Votes: 10 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  NO  
 2 Wagner, Romey NO  
 3 Nutting, David E. NO  
 4 Brezinski, Jim NO  
 5 Gisselman, Gary NO  
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa NO  
 8 Kellbach, Karen NO  
 9 Oberbeck, David    NO 
 10 Abitz, Sherry NO 
 11 Mielke, Robert   NO 
 
02-0432                1/22/2013 7:43:06 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Abitz to refer the Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.16, Standing Rules of the Common Council to the 
Committee of the Whole and that it be scheduled by the Mayor as soon as possible.   
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions (for items not appearing on the agenda). 

1) Bernie DeLonay, 1405 Hollibush Ln, Rib Mountain, spoke regarding possible charges to view public access and proposed an 
alternative idea of letting her and her sister, along with members of the Fraser Family Foundation, raise the money.  She 
indicated they could start a “Friends of Public Access” and they would like to manage public access.    

2) Barbara Fraser-Herarra, 1018 S 1st Ave, spoke regarding fund raising for public access, noting PBS rated the Fraser Family 
Foundation as one of the top foundations to work for and with and to donate money to.  She indicated she has worked in 
promotions and marketing in California for a newspaper, a top modeling agency and one of the largest radio stations in the 
country at that time. 

3) Bruce Trueblood, 902 Stewart Ave, commended the Council on the approval of the warming center.  He objected to citizen 
action being referred to as lobbying.  Lobbying is the act of an individual trying to influence government or business on 
behalf of an organization.  He stated a citizen has the right to speak to Council members who represent them regarding issues 
that affect them and that is not lobbying.   

 
Adjournment               1/22/2013 7:53:54 PM  
Motion by Mielke, second by Rasmussen to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 

Yes Votes: 11 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 
 District Alderperson Vote 
 1 Nagle, William  YES 
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 2 Wagner, Romey YES 
 3 Nutting, David E. YES 
 4 Brezinski, Jim YES 
 5 Gisselman, Gary YES 
 6 Winters, Keene YES 
 7 Rasmussen, Lisa YES 
 8 Kellbach, Karen YES 
 9 Oberbeck, David    YES 
 10 Abitz, Sherry YES 
 11 Mielke, Robert   YES 
 
James E. Tipple, Mayor 
Toni Rayala, City Clerk 
 


