
 
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department 
Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-Municipal 
Corporation, or Sub-unit thereof. 

 
 
A Meeting of                             Wausau Water Works Commission                          will be held in the     
                      Board Room, 2nd Floor City Hall, Wausau, WI 54403                          at   1:30 p.m. on    
  Monday, September 29, 2014.       
 
  

AGENDA 
 

1. Roll Call  
 

2. Approve Minutes of September 2, 2014 meeting 
 

3. Staff Report on Utility Operations 
 FEMA Appeal Denied    
 Tapping Team 
 AT&T Contract for the West Wausau Avenue Tower 
 Rain Overwhelmed Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 Update on H2S Removal Media 
 Update on Final Clarifier #3 Project 
 

4. Consider potential claim for damage caused by replacement of sanitary sewer lateral at 606/608 
Prospect Avenue 
 

5. Consider Disconnection Policy 
 

6. Consider costs and potential charges for cleaning sewer mains related to Schofield lift station 
issues 
 

7. Update on Cleveland Avenue lift station replacement 
 

8. Discussion and possible action on proposal from AT&T to renegotiate lease fees for the West 
Wausau Avenue tower 
 

Adjourn 
 
 

Signed by: /s/ James E. Tipple 
                 Presiding Officer or Designee 

 
ATTN:      Newsroom                                                                                                                              

Daily Herald 
 
 
Faxed by: Lori Wunsch  THIS NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL 
 
Date: 09/23/2014  Date: 09/23/2014 

 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 

 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 

 
  

By: Patti L. Sorenson 

 
Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids and services.  
For additional information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk, at 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403-4783 or telephone (715) 261-6640. 



 
Minutes of September 2, 2014 

 
A meeting of the Wausau Water Works Commission was called to order at 1:30 p.m. in City Hall 
on September 2, 2014.  In compliance with Wisconsin Statutes, this meeting was posted and 
receipted for by the Wausau Daily Herald on August 28, 2014 
 
1) Roll Call 

Members present:   President Tipple, Commissioners Gehin, Otto, Rebman, Winters. 
Others present: Dick Boers, Dave Erickson, Deb Geier, Valerie Swanborg, Terry 

Larsen, Dan Kerntop, Maryanne Groat; Ken Ligman, Becher Hoppe Associates; Tonia Speener, 
Clark Dietz; Todd Utecht.              
 
 

2) Approve Minutes of August 5, 2014 meeting 
  Motion by Mr. Rebman to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2014 meeting.  
Seconded by Mr.Otto.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
3) Staff Report on Utility Operations 

 Well No. 11 – Staff chlorinated 3 times and was able to get the required safe tests 
without needing outside help to disinfect.  Well is sampled quarterly. 

 Cleaning of Clear Well – million gallon clear well was cleaned and inspected.  
Remainder of storage facilities will be done later this year. 

 Effluent pH – had a few glitches with the effluent in August at the WWTP. 
 Fecal Coliform Test Results – had two failures in a row.  Staff cleaned the UV 

light system which is used from May-October, increasing the performance of the 
UV system.  A meter can be added to current system so that staff can monitor to 
help avoid these issues.  Increased light intensity and are currently running sand 
filters to make sure the results are where they should be. 

 Hydrogen Sulfide Media Not Performing – methane gas has to be cleaned prior 
to use by the turbines.  Tried using a different type of filters that was lower in 
price, but the filters are not apeparing to work as well as was hoped. 

 Hydrogen Sulfide Testing Program – staff met with Ken Ligman, Becher Hoppe, 
to set up a hydrogen sulfide testing program.  

Motion by Mr. Winters to accept the staff report as presented and place on file.  Seconded by Mr. 
Rebman.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4) Consider request for billing adjustment – Todd Utecht 
  Mr. Todd Utecht explained his request for a billing adjustment.  On December 12, 
2013, water utility read the meter at his rental home at 1703 N. 2nd St., and based on the usage the 
bill was over $1000.  He stated that on December 20 he received the bill, and he further indicated 
that he also received a letter stating that there was high usage.  He indicated that he fixed a problem 
with a toilet the same day he received the letter.  He feels he owes the first $1000, but then the next  



quarter the bill had gone higher and he doesn’t feel he is responsible for the use of the water.  He 
filed a request for a sewer adjustment which was denied.  He then went on to the Attorney and 
Mayor’s office seeking resolution, however no action was taken.  He further filed a request with the 
PSC, they indicated that an adjustment could be made where there was an unknown leak. 

Terry Larsen indicated that quarterly reading was taken on December 2, and that a letter was 
mailed on December 18, with the bill being mailed at the end of December.  Mr. Utecht indicated 
that he fixed the in the lower unit the same day he received the letter advising of a high usage.  Mr. 
Utecht indicated that he has the same tenants in the property at that time are still in the property.  
The June bill was also high at 31 units however the September 2 reading came in at a usage of 11 
units.  

Motion by Mr.Winters to remove late fees since the bill was in appeal, and to offer the 
lowest rate after what the typical bill would have been for the December and March bills. Seconded 
by Mr. Gehin. Motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Utecht added that he has a number of rental homes and that he wants to be able to 
disconnect the bills instead of outstanding bills going to the property taxes.  Requested to have 
added to the agenda for next agenda. 
 
5) Consider Utility funding of the 2015 Ortho Photography Project (Groat) 
 Dan Kerntop, GIS Analyst, explained the ortho photograpy project. Maps are used for a 
variety of mapping options for all departments and consultants. Maryanne Groat explained the 
financing of the photography and requested the utility to fund the project this year.  Costs are 
expected to be approximately $80,000. Ortho Photograph is done every 5 years as a consortium 
with other communities to provide the best costs.  Previous mapping costs have not been charged to 
the Utility.  President Tipple questioned if the costs for the next round of photography could be 
spread across all departments. For this year, costs would be split between the water and sewer 
utility.  
  Motion by Mr. Gehin to authorize payment of the ortho photography project for this 
year, with the understanding that there would be cost sharing for future photography projects                    
Seconded by Mr.Otto.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
  Mr. Winters questioned Ms. Groat about the amount of time that Engineering 
Department and GIS spends doing design work, and assisting the utility with other applications 
using the GIS.  Mr. Winters requested information on the allocation for the next meeting.   
 
6) Make recommendation regarding the purchase of a Fixed Network Meter Reading 

System (Request for Proposals were opened by the Board of Public Works on August 
26, 2014) 

   Ms. Geier explained that RFPs were sent to Sensus, Itron, Badger and Neptune 
suppliers.  The RFPs requested a system that would be completely compatible with our current 
meter reading system and radio boxes/meters.  Since our current boxes were put in approximately 8 
years ago, at a cost of over $1,000,000 it was not the intent of the water utility to have to replace 
reading boxes.  Ferguson Water Works, representing Neptune was the only vendor to provide a 
proposal in the amount of $84,500. 

   Motion by Mr. Winters to approve the purchase of the fixed network  Seconded Mr. 
Rebman.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7) Make recommendation regarding the purchase of aluminum sulfate for the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (Bids were opened by the Board of Public Works on 
August 26, 2014) 

  Hydrite Chemical was the low bidder at $0.1090/lb. 
  Motion by Mr. Rebman to approve purchase of aluminum sulfate from Hydrite chemical for 



the Wastewater Treatment plant.  Seconded by Mr. Gehin.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
8) Consider meeting with Rib Mountain Metropolitan Sewerage District to discuss Future 

Phosphorus Requierments and Cooperative Agreements 
  A number of years ago Wausau Water Works Commission met with Rib Mountain 
Metropolitan Sanitary District leaders to discuss future of the two wastewater plants.  After 
numerous meetings, the discussion was dropped.  Ken Johnson recently called Dave Erickson 
regarding phosphorus requirements.  One of the issues being looked at was a process to do 
phosphorus removal.  Discussion was also initiated again about there being only one wastewater 
plant, which would likely be in Rib Mountain.  Mr. Johnson requested a joint meeitng of the utility 
commissions to discuss possibilities.  Mr. Gehin indicated that in his travels he has seen issues in 
many communities regarding the phosphorus concerns. Mayor Tipple added that Mosinee did an 
analysis on their WWTP and it was found that going with RMMSD was a more cost effective 
solution. 
  Mayor Tipple directed staff to schedule a meeting with RMMSD in October to explore 
opportunities to discuss possible consolidations.    
 

 Dick Boers gave a heads up regarding a request from AT&T to renegotiate lease fees for the West 
Wausau Avenue tower. This item will be on the agenda for the October meeting. 
 
9) Adjourn 
  There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Mr. Otto to adjourn 
the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Rebman.    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
Deb Geier   
m:\wpdata\commission\minutes2014.doc 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 23, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  President Tipple 

Commissioner Gehin 
Commissioner Otto 
Commissioner Rebman 
Commissioner Winters 
 

FROM: Dave Erickson, Wastewater Superintendent       
Deb Geier, Utility Resource Manager 
 

SUBJECT: Staff Report –September 2014 
 
DRINKING WATER DIVISION 
 

1. The FEMA appeal has been denied so there will be no funding assistance for the expenses 
from the past winter. 
 

2. The Tapping Team, which consists of Ryan Fischer, Shannon Lane, Rick Dorn and Brandon 
Ball, competed at the Wisconsin Water Association Conference taking an impressive 3rd 
place. 
 

3. AT&T has requested to have their contract reevaluated for the West Wausau Avenue tower.  
This item will be discussed on the agenda.  Currently they pay $24,000 per year with that 
cost to increase to $28,000 in 2015. 

 
WASTEWATER DIVISION 

1. The rain on September 3rd and 4th overwhelmed the wastewater treatment plant.  Our flow 
increased from a normal of about 3 mgd to 23 mgd because of infiltration.  Final clarifier #3 
was also out of service for repair so our capacity was reduced.  The outfall from the aeration 
tanks spilled over the channel leading to final clarifiers #1 and #2 and drained to the river.  
We lost an estimated 300,000 gallons of wastewater that did not go through the final 
clarifiers and an estimated total of 1,900,000 gallons of otherwise treated water that bypassed 
the UV disinfection system.  We submitted a Sanitary Sewer Overflow report to the WDNR 
and are working with Becher Hoppe on a follow-up report. 

 
2. Sierra Environmental recommended we add a second fog nozzle to maintain moisture in the 

digester gas stream and replaced the H2S removal media that hadn’t performed as expected.  
We are monitoring the system and hope we have solved the problem. 
 



3. JF Ahern has completed the demolition phase of the Final Clarifier #3 project and are 
rebuilding the mechanical portions of the clarifier.  They will be back in late October to 
finish the project. 
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Municipal Water Tower Leases: How to 
Avoid Selling Your Soul to the 

Cellphone Company 

WWA 2014 Technical Conference 

La Crosse, WI 

Anita T. Gal lucci, 
Attorney 
608.283 .1770 
agallucci@boardmanclark.com 

boardman L 
& c~~:~ ~~ QI; 

I S. PillCkney Sl .• Suite 410 
PO SOI 927 

MlldilDll, WI 53701 
ooordmondmk.tom 

You're in the in the water utility 
business, not the cell tower 
business. 

9/16/14 
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Be Wary of What Site 
Acquisition Agent Tells You 

• Must Get to Agreement Quickly or Carrier Will 
Lose Interest 

· • Carrier Will Walk If You 

- Insist on too many changes to Agreement 

- Demand a higher rent payment 

• Change in Law Has Lessened Value of Water 
Towers 

• Avoid the End Around Play 

Terms You Should Insist On 

• Upfront Payment for Professional Fees + 
, - .1) I " J p ;-,._. lO 

- Engineering Fees > U\A I S~ ~ V"-A1J OS ~ o 1 

- Legal Fees Vlt m..lo~ WO()/o of-GD~t? 
• No Construction Until Detailed Plans Are Approved in 

Writing 

• Carrier Must Submit New Plans for Upgrades or Additional 
Equipment 

- Approval in Writing 

- Upfront Payment for Professional Fees 

- Increased Rent 

\ 

9/16/14 
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Terms You Should Insist On 

• Fixed Rent Commencement Date 

• Annual Rent Escalator of 3 to 5 Percent 

• A Performance or a Removal Bond/Deposit 

• Carrier Pays Extra Costs Associated with 
Tower Painting ;).... U>B~ 

• Ca rrier Pays Taxes Associated with Its Use of 
Property 

• Carrier Pays for After Hours Call Outs 
boardman L 

& c~~:~:: QI; 

Terms You Should Insist On 

• Termination on Carrier's Uncured Default 

• Termination on Decommissioning of Tower \-- "-

• Adequate Levels of Insurance Coverage 1! LM0,9£> :f:, ~ 
• Post Installation Inspection/ As Builts i~E>~ ()OD 

• Non-Interference with New/Existing 
Municipal and Public Safety Equipment 

• Removal of Improvements to Depth of~ 
~o...L- o F-f>tlO-. ~ foo~r1'r 

~\::!,. ~ D f- i.ll IYlifr/--~ d /(o~-
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Terms You Should Avoid 

• Mutual Indemnification** 

• Landlord's Environmental Wa rranty 

• Landlord Insurance Requirements (Additional 
Insured) 

• Limitation on Damages 

• Warranties as to Title, Fitness 

• Unsupervised Access to the Tower 

• Carrier's Right of First Refusal 

boardman ht [ 
& clark 110 

l ... W ~IR "ll 

**I ndemniftcation 

• Never Agree to Indemnify the Carrier, 
Because: 

- -
• Waives you r governmental immunity/liab ility 

limits 

• Likely no insurance coverage for contractual 
liabil ity 

• Rent never high enough to justify the risk 

9/16/14 
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Terms You Will Likely Have to Accept 

• Long Lease Term 

• Renewals Terms at Carrier's Option 
Only 

• Liberal Assignment Provision 

boardman L 
& c~~:~:: QI; 
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l S. PirKlok-y St., Suile 410 
PO Box '127 

MlidilOll, 1'1153701 
boordmondmk.corn 
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