
 
Minutes of February 5, 2013 

 
A meeting of the Wausau Water Works Commission was called to order at 1:30 p.m. in City Hall 
on February 5, 2013.  In compliance with Wisconsin Statutes, this meeting was posted and receipted 
for by the Wausau Daily Herald on February 1, 2013 
 
1) Roll Call 

Members present:   President Tipple, Commissioners Million, Otto, Rebman, 
Winters and Utilities Director Marquardt.   

Others present: Dick Boers, Dave Erickson, Maryanne Groat; Kathleen Butzlaff, 
PSC; Glenn Falkowski, DNR, Jeff Weisenberger, Wayne Uttech, James Hawkins, Village of 
Brokaw; Don Swailes, AECOM; Amanda Sikes, Wausau Daily Herald. 

              
2) Approve Minutes of December 4, 2012 
  Motion by Mr. Rebman to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2012 meeting.  
Seconded by Mr. Otto.  Motion carried unanimously.               

 
3)  Director’s Report on Utility Operations. 

• March meeting will be held Tuesday, March 12.   
• Busy over week of Christmas with main breaks. That week alone, there were five breaks 

for a total of 6 in December. 
• Staff has begun monitoring water temps at hydrants. 
• Working on year end processing, closing out 2012 projects and other financial reports. 
• Working with Village of Brokaw to ensure water tower does not freeze. 
• DNR completed the 2012 annual waterworks inspection. 
• Dept. of Health Services and DNR have recommended lowering fluoride. 
• WWTP raw influent pumps being overhauled 
• Changed hydrogen sulfide media at the WWTP and are now experiencing some issues 

with hydrogen sulfide coming through the system.  Continue to monitor. 
• BH preparing bid specs fro new bar screen 
• Hired a new intern at WWTP, Corbin Mangin, a student from UWSP. 
• Ric Frahm retired Dec. 31 from WWTP 
• Fluoride level being gradually lowered to .70.  Need to make some changes to 

equipment. 
• DNR code changed for homeowners with private wells.  Homeowners required to have 

inspected every 10 years. Ut requires 5 year permit and staff will do the interim 
inspections to look for cross connections 

• Sand filters being taken out of service for rehab. 
• Disconnections are popping up on the legislative level.  Expect that there will be a 

bigger drive to make changes.  
• Billing department having concerns with the number of foreclosures.  Staff will be  
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working on developing a policy/procedure.   
• Roberts Broadcasting, WMZK 104.1 has been notified that agreement will be 

terminatied as of April 5.  Staff has made numerous attempts to collect the past due rent, 
without much avail. 

• Water Withdrawl Report has been filed with the DNR 
• VanErt has installed two new variable drives on the plant influent pumps 1 and 2.   
• New jetter is being ordered.  Bids are being opened on Thursday. 

Motion by Mr. Million to accept the Director’s Report as presented and place on file. 
Seconded by Mr. Winters. Motion carried unanimously.     

 
4) Review 2012 Annual Waterworks Inspection 
  Director Marquardt gave a brief overview of the DNR Annual Report performed by 

Glenn Falkowski. Notice was made that there has been good progress on the cross 
connection and private well programs.  However, utility needs to develop a policy regarding 
the exercising of valves.  Falkowski addressed the Commission on items on the report wich 
were a followup of the full sanitary survey that haed been performed in 2011.  He also spoke 
to the issues with Brokaw’s system which was designed for 200,000-300,000 gallons per 
day, and currently they are only using about 20,000 per day.  Village is working with City to 
keeep tower from freezing by flushing the tower daily wasting about 20,000 gallons.  This is 
considered a short term fix, but cannot be continued on for long term. Brokaw also had 
issues in the summer keeping chlorine in the system as well, and needed to add additional 
chlorine at the well, which can be an issue since Wausau uses chloramines. 

  Motion by Mr. Rebman to accept the 2012 Annual Waterworks Inspection and place 
on file.  Seconded by Mr. Million. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
5) Approve Fluoride Reduction to 0.70 mg/L 
  US Department of Health and Human Services, and passed on to the DNR and 
Department of Health Services on the State level. Reducing amount of fluoride to 0.70 mg/L.   
  Motion by Mr. Million to authorize the reduction of fluoride in the drinking water to 
0.70 mg/L.  Seconded by Mr. Otto. Motion carried unanimously. 
   
6) CLOSED SESSION pursuant to section 19.85(1)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes for the 
purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public properties, the investing of 
public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session in regards to providing water services to the 
Village of Brokaw. 

Motion by Mr. Rebman to move into closed session, seconded by Mr. Winters. 
Roll Call Vote:  Tipple, Million, Otto, Rebman, Winters, all voting aye. 

 
7) RECONVENE MEETING INTO OPEN SESSION to act on closed session items 
  Motion by Mr. Otto, seconded by Mr. Million to reconvene into Open Session.   

Roll Call Vote: Tipple, Million, Otto, Rebman, Winters, all voting aye. 
  No action taken. 
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Adjourn  

There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Mr. Rebman to adjourn 
the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Million.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Deb Geier, Recording Secretary   
m:\wpdata\commission\minutes2013.doc 

/s/ Keene Winters 
Secretary 


