
Meeting of:
Date/Time:
Location:
Members: Linda Prehn, David Hummer, Gary Gisselman, Kathy Foley, Rose DeHut, Sean Wright and Tom Fleming

1 Welcome and Introductions
2 Approve Minutes of January 9, 2019 Meeting
3 Discussion and Possible Action on the Proposals Received from Riverfront Sculpture RFP
4 Discuss Future Items for Consideration
5 Adjourn

Linda Prehn, Chair

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Wausau will not 
discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or activities.  If 
you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined 

under the ADA, please call Brad Lenz at (715)261-6753 or the City’s ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6620 or e-mail 
clerk@ci.wausau.wi.us at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an accommodation.

Other Distribution: Alderpersons, Mayor

This Notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the Media on 02/14/19 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION (All items listed may be acted upon)

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

of a meeting of a  City Board, Commission, Department, Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-Municipal Corporation, 
or sub-unit thereof.

WAUSAU ARTS COMMISSION
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
City Hall, Maple Room
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WAUSAU ARTS COMMISSION  
  
 
Time and Date:  Wednesday, January 9, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in the Maple Room of Wausau City 

Hall 
Members Present: Linda Prehn, David Hummer, Kathy Foley, Rose DeHut, Tom Fleming 
Members Absent: Gary Gisselman, Sean Wright 
Others Present:  Mayor Mielke, Brad Lenz  
 
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 
the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner.  
 
Welcome and Introductions           
 
Prehn called the meeting to order at approximately 3:00 p.m. 
 
Approve minutes of November 7, 2018 meeting        
 
Prehn asked if the draft RFP was recirculated to the commission members before being released, as was 
mentioned in the minutes.  This was confirmed.  Lenz said the “next meeting date” from the original draft 
minutes was corrected.  Foley motioned to approve the minutes.  Hummer seconded, and the motion 
carried, 5-0.     
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Request For Proposals (RFP) for Riverfront Sculpture   
 
Prehn said the RFP is out and is posted at a number of locations.  Lenz said it was posted on the city’s 
website on December 3rd.  He didn’t believe it was picked up by the local media.  He said that Foley 
distributed it to a number of locations.  She stated it was sent to the National Sculpture Society, 
International Sculpture Center, and the Arts Board.  Hummer mentioned other possible websites, 
including CaFE.  Lenz said he posted it on artdeadline.com, publicartist.org, and CodaWorx, which were 
all free.  Foley also sent it to Brookgreen Gardens and the Wisconsin art museum directors.  
 
Hummer asked if preference would be given to local artists.  Lenz said it’s in the RFP that local artists are 
encouraged to apply, but no preference would be given.  He said he’s already received calls from as far 
away as the U.K.  He said he has received three proposals so far and has gotten 10-12 calls from artists 
who are planning to submit.  Prehn expected more to come in closer to the deadline of January 31st.   
 
Lenz said the commission should meet shortly after the deadline in case there is a large number of 
proposals to review.  He said the proposal(s) would still need to be reviewed by the foundation.  Prehn 
said the foundation is now willing to be publicly named – it is the Walter Alexander Foundation.  She 
agreed that they would like to be part of the process. 
 
The commission discussed how they would receive the proposals and if they would be pre-screened by 
staff to make sure they are complete.  It was discussed to have staff prepare a spreadsheet of the proposals 
and ensure complete applications.   
 
Lenz said he could get the proposals out to the commission shortly after the deadline, and the first week 
of February could be used for review.  The commission discussed meeting dates in early February and 
settled on Tuesday, February 19th at 2 p.m.  
 
The commission discussed the selection process.  Prehn summarized by saying that staff should prepare a 
numbered spreadsheet with the artists names; the commission will review the proposals the first week of 
February and will discuss the proposals as a group at the next meeting. 
 
Lenz asked if the criteria from the RFP should be included on the spreadsheet, and/or if numeric values 
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would be assigned to the proposals.  The commission suggested including the criteria and space to take 
notes, but not a point system for each criteria. 
 
Lenz said that the timeline in the RFP is pretty tight so a meeting with the foundation should be scheduled 
shortly after our next meeting.  He said we should probably shoot for the March 26th city council meeting, 
and work on a draft agreement before then to have one executed by the end of March.     
 
Future agenda items for consideration          
 
Prehn asked if the Rotary sculpture would need to be discussed again.  Lenz said that their next step is to 
talk to the Eye Clinic who owns the property on which the sculpture would sit.  He said this is the same 
site next to the bridge that this commission has already reviewed. 
 
Hummer said the Rise Up board will be meeting soon.  He will get an update on the WOW project.  He 
said the Frontier project is moving forward, but communication with them has been slow. 
 
Lenz said that there has been discussion in the community about the new Highway 52 median project.  He 
said at this point it is mainly a landscaping project that wouldn’t necessarily need this commission’s 
review.  He said there may be some public art proposed, but those details have not been determined yet.    
 
Adjournment             
 
Prehn adjourned the meeting at 3:48 p.m.   
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