
 

DRAFT 
 

POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, April 22, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. 

Location: Conference Room – Public Safety Building, 515 Grand Avenue, Wausau, WI 

Members Present: D. Huntimer (C), C. Bahr, W. Graef, L. Jorstad 

Member Absent: T. Paterson 

Others Present: Mayor Tipple, J. Hardel, A. Jacobson, J. Kannenberg, M. Loy 

 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin State Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted at Wausau 

City Hall and the Public Safety Building, and emailed to the Wausau Daily Herald and City Pages in the 

proper manner.   

 

Call to Order/Roll Call.  The Police and Fire Commission meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.  Roll 

call was taken of present Police and Fire Commission members to include Bahr, Jorstad, Huntimer, and 

Graef. 

 

Approval of the minutes of 04/08/2014, 04/10/2014, 04/10/2014 meetings.  Motion made by Jorstad to 

approve the minutes of the 04/08/2014, 04/10/2014, and 04/10/2014 meetings.  Second by Bahr.  Motion 

passes 4-0. 

 

Consideration of Fire Chief Appointment.  Motion made by Jorstad to offer the position of Fire Chief 

of the City of Wausau to Tracey Kuwaja.  Second by Graef.  Roll call vote to approve: Bahr, Graef, 

Jorstad, Huntimer.  Motion passes 4-0.  Kuwaja thanked the Commission for the appointment of Fire 

Chief and stated that she looks forward to working with the department and serving the community. 

 

Police Department Operations.  Chief Hardel introduced Detective Nathan Cihlar to the Police and Fire 

Commission and congratulated Detective Cihlar on winning the VFW Americanism Award for his 

investigative work with the City of Wausau Police Department. 

 

Fire Department Operations.  Chief Hardel introduced Quinn Ambrosius and Travis Krueger, two of 

the 9 firefighter/paramedics who have completed the Fire Critical Care Transport program.  Ambrosius 

gave an overview of the program to the Commission.  The Commission congratulated Ambrosius and 

Krueger on their accomplishments. 

 

Closed Session pursuant to 19.85(1)(c) of the Wisconsin State statutes for the purpose of 

interviewing an applicant for appointment as Police Lieutenant.  Motion made to enter into Closed 

Session by Bahr.  Second by Jorstad.  Motion passes 4-0.  Roll call was taken of present Police and Fire 

Commission members to include Bahr, Huntimer, Jorstad, and Graef.   

 

Open Session – reconvene meeting into open session.  Motion made to reconvene into open session by 

Bahr.  Second by Graef.  Motion passes 4-0.  Motion made by Bahr to approve the candidate for 

appointment to Police Lieutenant.  Second by Jorstad.  Motion passes 4-0. 

 

Police Department Operations.  Chief Hardel updated the commission on the following: 

 Police Activity Report – updates were given on a PowerPoint presentation that the detective 

bureau is working on for a homicide case, a child abuse case, the Thomas Street car accident case, 

9-11 Memorial Fund theft, animal death case, assistance with a Wisconsin Rapids investigation, 

and prostitution investigation. 



 

 Discuss Recent Recruit Swear In Ceremony – 4 of the 5 recruits were sworn in at the recent 

ceremony.  Hardel thanked Huntimer for his attendance and said he was impressed as always with 

the number of City staff that attend.   

 Feedback from Command Staff Meetings – Hardel discussed with the Commission the morale of 

the Police Department due to recent issues faced by the City of Wausau. Hardel believes that City 

staff needs to pull together, work through the issues and get through this phase.  (Loy, Tipple, and 

Jacobson left the meeting.)   

Motion made by Jorstad to approve Chief’s report.  Second by Bahr.  Motion passes 4-0.  

 

Fire Department Operations.  Chief Hardel updated the commission on the following: 

 Fire Department Operations Monthly Statistics – Hardel said March was a fairly quiet month and 

therefore the monthly report is self-explanatory. 

Motion made by Bahr to approve the Chief’s report.  Second by Graef.  Motion passes 4-0 

 

 

Motion made by Bahr to adjourn.  Second by Graef.  Motion passes 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

 


