
POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION 
Time and Place:  Tuesday, May 21, 201, at 8:30 A.M., Conference Room,  Wausau Safety Building, 515 Grand 
Avenue, Wausau.  
Members Present:  D. Huntimer (acting C), C. Bahr, T. Patterson 
Members Absent: L. Jorstad, W. Graef 
Others Present:  J. Hardel, G. Buchberger, M. Loy, K. Schildt   
 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin State Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted at Wausau City Hall 
and the Public Safety Building and e-mailed to the Wausau Daily Herald and City Pages in the proper manner.  
It was noted that there was a quorum present and the meeting was called to order at 8:30 A.M. by Chairperson 
Huntimer.  
 
(1)  Minutes of April 16, 2013 meeting.       
 
Motion by Bahr, to approve the minutes of the April 16, 2013 meeting, second by Patterson. Motion carried 3-0. 
   
(2)  Police Department Operations           
           
The police report was given by Police Chief Hardel. 
 
Calls for service continue to increase.  Friday and Saturday evening, particularly after bar time, seem to be a 
growing problem in the downtown area.  Officers are dealing with issues of noise and drunkenness.  Extra 
officers will be assigned to the area, as staffing allows.  
  
Stephanie Low investigation continues. 
 
Nuisance property numbers are increasing.  A total of 70 properties are now labeled as problem or nuisance 
residences.  Of the 70 homes, 14 are being dealt with as “nuisance” residences, according to the city policy.  
 
The Pushback Campaign was held at the Dudley Building and was well attended by community members.  A 
report distributed showed there were 89 cases involved with heroin, and 55 cases involved with meth, all within 
the past year and a half.  The department will be working with Marathon County Sherriff’s Department towards 
a grant to continue the Pushback Campaign.  Money from the grant will be used to add another K9 dog to the 
department to assist the fourth patrol shift with drug stops.  
 
Clerical staff continues to be short staffed.   
 
Nation Police Week Flag Memorial was well attended by the community.  Positive feedback on the venue was 
received.  A thank you to Lieutenant Pekarske for all his hard work putting this together was given. 
 
Discussion on future meetings to be held quarterly, at other facilities, was suggested by the Commissioners.  
Requests include the Marathon County Jail, NTC building in Merrill, Dispatch Center, DCI, EOC, Gary 
Schneck, Ariel ladder, new ambulances, and the range.  
 
Motion made by Bahr, to accept the report given by Chief Hardel, second by Patterson.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
(3)  Fire Department Operations            
 
The fire report was given by Fire Chief Buchberger 
 
LUCUS devices have been purchased and installed in the ambulances.   
 
A swearing in ceremony for five individuals hired as firefighters/paramedic was held on May 20, 2013 
at City Hall.  The Fire Departments Honor Guard was in attendance for the ceremony.  Training for 
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the new members has been upgraded.  Week 1-3 they will work a 40 hour week, in the morning they 
will work on the fire side, in the afternoon they will work on the EMS side training at NTC with Josh 
Finke.  Week 4-6 they will be assigned various crew assignments on the ambulances, being a third 
person.  After week 6, they will be placed on as the second person on an ambulance crew.  
 
The new ambulance should arrive in early June.  A request has been put in and the Finance Committee 
has approved it, for a second ambulance.  The next step is for the Council to make the approval.  
 
The Hazmat contract ends in June.  A grievance has been filed in regards to the decrease in pay for 
this.  A decrease in funding from the state may mean that the contract will not be signed.  The 
department is paired with Oneida County.  A few concerns have been raised because Oneida is an “on 
call” department, while this department is a “staffed” department.   
 
Motion made by Bahr, to accept the report given by Chief Buchberger, second by Patterson.   Motion carried 
3-0. 
 
(4)  Adjourn                 
 
The next Police and Fire Commission meeting will be on June 18, 2013. 
 
With no further business, motion by Bahr to adjourn, second by Patterson. Motion carried 3-0. 
Adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dennis Huntimer, Acting Chair 
 
Police and Fire Commission 
 
 
 
 


