
POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION 
Time and Place:  Tuesday, February 19, 2013 @ 8:30 A.M., Conference Room,  Wausau Safety Building, 515 
Grand Avenue, Wausau.  
Members Present:  W. Graef (C), D. Huntimer, L. Jorstad, T. Patterson 
Members Absent: C. Bahr  
Others Present:  J. Hardel, G. Buchberger, J. Tipple, M. Loy, K. Schildt   
 
In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin State Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted at Wausau City Hall 
and the Public Safety Building and e-mailed to the Wausau Daily Herald and City Pages in the proper manner.  
It was noted that there was a quorum present and the meeting was called to order at 8:30 A.M. by Chairperson 
Patterson. 
 
(1)  Minutes of January 22, 2013 meeting.       
 
Motion by Patterson, to approve the minutes of the January 22, 2013 meeting, second by Huntimer.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
   
(2)  Police Department Operations           
           
The police report was given by Police Chief Hardel. 
 
Stephanie Low investigation continues. 
 
Patrol Captain Bliven has begun his new position. 
 
Re-organization of the Command Staff has been approved by the HR Committee and will go for full Council 
approval on February 26th.  The new structure has helped with the compression issues in middle management.  
 
The vicious dog ordinance was approved.  
 
Selling on public streets is becoming a hot topic between the local restaurants and vendors.  The city is looking 
into a vending license and regulations for the license.  
 
Lt. Wadinski has stepped down from the Honor Guard three new officers have been chosen to join. 
 
Officer recruitment is currently in process.  
 
Alexander Foundation Grant for an additional officer has been approved.   
 
In service has started this week, one session of training will pertain to the restructuring of the core values of the 
department.   
 
Motion made by Huntimer, to accept the report given by Chief Hardel, second by Jorstad.  Motion carried 4 -0. 
 
 
(3)  Fire Department Operations            
 
The fire report was given by Fire Chief Buchberger 
 
The month has had an increase in structure fires and auto accidents due to the weather conditions.  
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2010-2011 had some major issues in sick leave usage.  Improvements have been made, however the 
department is down three positions on extended leave, with three more vacant positions.   
 
The Hazmat contract needs a signature in June, funding took a big increase.  
 
Deputy Chief Rentmeester is finishing a course given by the State in Stevens Point this week on 
general staff functions.  
 
TEMS will be working with the County SWAT and Police Department.  They have five men on 
pagers and will be similar to a combat medic, located in the hot zone during situations.  
 
ATF has chosen the Roets housing units for training.  The four buildings are identical which is great 
for training.  There will be two sessions with 50 agents each coming to Wausau for this training.  It is 
a great recognition to have ATF chose the Wausau area for training.  
 
The new EOC – Emergency Operations Center is up and running in the lower level of the City Hall.  
Chief Buchberger would like to give the Commissioners a tour of the center.  
 
The recruiting process is just beginning to fill the three vacant positions.   
 
Motion made by Jorstad, to accept the report given by Chief Buchberger, second by Huntimer.   Motion carried 
 4-0. 
 
 
(4)  Adjourn                 
 
The next Police and Fire Commission meeting will be on March 19, 2013. 
 
With no further business, motion by Huntimer to adjourn, second by Jorstad. Motion carried 4-0. 
Adjourned at 9:45 am 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
William Graef, Chair 
 
Police and Fire Commission 
 
 
 
 


