
 
 

 
DOG PARK SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Date/Time:  July 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.         Location:  224 S. 4th Street, Wausau WI  54403   
Members Present: Ed Giallombardo, Lauren Henkelman, Jamie Rice-Heckendorf, David Nutting, Tom Neal (c)  
Excused: Michelle Dins, Eric Heuser 
Others Present: Mayor Robert Mielke, Jamie Polley, Pat Peckham, Susan Schmidt, Mike Leischner-WSAU, Brian 
Kowalski-City Pages                           
 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in the 
proper manner. A quorum was present. Neal called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 

Approval of Minutes – Motion by Nutting, second by Rice-Heckendorf to approve the July 1, 2019 minutes. Motion 
carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Park Improvements  

a. Unleashed Webinar – Polley had included a handout in the packet with information from a webinar she 
watched. The information includes tips on building a dog park such as surfacing, not having ninety-degree corners, 
signage, waste and water stations, fence heights, and amenities. After the fencing and parking lot are installed, the 
group can decide what they want to incorporate based on their funding.   

 
d. Fencing – Height and Installation - Polley received quotes from Countryside Fencing who will donate 125 

feet of ornamental fencing. Their quote for the entire amount for six feet fencing is $19,800 and for five feet is 
$18,400. Members thought that five foot fencing may be best because the elevation of the park site is high already. 

 
Polley received a quote from Public Works on the parking lot. To put in the base for the parking lot is $8,000, placing 
asphalt on top is another $10,000, and if they want to add curb and gutter that would be $5,000. Neal thought that all 
was part of the park infrastructure so it should be funded by the City’s Capital Improvement Project process. Polley 
discussed the setback from the road for parking. She mentioned that if parking is within the street right of way and if 
they were to put in any handicap stalls, it would have to be designated by ordinance. Neal said the Bark Academy 
has offered some spaces at the end of Plumer Street which would need to be built up with gravel. They could have a 
sign that says additional parking courtesy of Bark Academy. Polley also received an updated price for the water line 
extension from City Engineering. One hundred linear feet of a one inch water line would cost about $8,100.00.  
 
Rice-Heckendorf thought the existing fence by Great Lakes Cheese was in very good shape and wondered if they 
could use it in the back area of the park. Polley said she could get an updated quote from the fence company on what 
it would cost to install that used fence. They would not be reusing the posts. She questioned if the group was willing 
to take down the used fence. Giallombardo questioned what the savings would be by reusing that fence. The Mayor 
commented that the City has ownership of the property and a company will be tearing the building down. Polley 
wondered if that company would also take the fence down and roll it up for them. The Mayor said he would check 
into that. Polley said it will be about six to eight weeks for delivery and installation of the fence which means they 
cannot have any kind of an opening yet this summer. They could still get the fence installed this year and the new 
seeding. Polley will get updated quotes to just install the used fence, reducing the amount of new fence. She will ask 
them if it’s a price reduction since they are not buying that same amount of fence but would pay for the installation. 
If it would cost more, they wouldn’t do it. Motion by Rice-Heckendorf, second by Henkelman to have Polley get 
updated costs on making the used fence part of the project and to order the fence for installation. Motion carried by 
voice vote, no dissent.  
 
Giallombardo discussed donations and said they have $370.00 from Facebook, a $350 verbal commitment, and 
Katzenbarkers is going to donate something. The Park Foundation will donate $3,300 for three benches. 
Giallombardo said they are going to do a fundraiser at Malarky’s. He said people keep asking him about different 
donation levels. There will be recognition signage at the park. Discussion followed. Motion by Rice-Heckendorf, 
second by Giallombardo to use Westminster groups as different donation levels which will be as follows: Best of 
Show $25,000, Working Group $10,000 - $24,999, Sporting Group $5,000 - $9,999, Hound & Herding Group $1,000 
- $4,999, Terrier & Toy Group $500 - $999, Mutts $250 - $499. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   
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b. Temporary Signage – Polley will work on getting a temporary sign that says the site is the future home of 
the dog park along with a plan of the park. Giallombardo wondered if they could put out some kind of bin with flyers. 
Giallombardo mentioned photographs and drone footage to help with their marketing efforts.  
 

c. Rule Signage – tabled  
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Fundraising Campaign  

a. Dog Walk Fundraiser Event or Other Events – Members are interested in have a dog walk fundraiser in the 
fall. If the fence is installed this year they could possibly hold an event at the park in the winter time.  

 
b. Plan to Energize Facebook Fundraiser – Neal asked that everyone invite people and share the Facebook page.  

 
The Mayor thanked everyone for their passion and participation. He said they have been trying to get a dog park in 
Wausau for a number of years.   
 
Additional Meeting Dates 
Additional meeting dates will be discussed at the August 5th meeting. An additional meeting date was tentatively set 
for Monday August 19th at 5:30pm.  
 
Election of Officers 
Motion by Neal, second by Giallombardo to nominate Rice-Heckendorf as Chairperson. Motion carried by voice 
vote, no dissent. Motion by Rice-Heckendorf, second by Henkelman to nominate Giallombardo for Vice-Chairman. 
Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. Motion by Nutting, second by Giallombardo to close the nominations. 
Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.  
 
Next meeting Date – Regular meeting August 5, 2019 at 6:00pm (tentative time) 
 
Adjourn – Motion by Neal, second by Nutting to adjourn the meeting at 6:00pm. Motion carried by voice vote, no 
dissent. 
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