
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
***All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City’s Core Values*** 
 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, 

Corporation, Quasi-Municipal Corporation, or Sub-unit thereof. 

 
 
Meeting: 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CITIZENS ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 
 
Members: 

 
Bohlken, Gumness, Freiberg, Thao, Reif, S. Ackerman,  

D. Ackerman, Olafsson, Campbell, Bloomquist, Kellbach 
 
Date/Time: Thursday, November 5, 2015 @ 5:00 pm 
 
Location: 

 
Board Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 407 Grant Street 

  
AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION (Note: All agenda items may be acted upon)  
 

 
  

1. 
 
Call to order 

 
 
2. 

 
Public Hearing Item (to receive comments on program performance and the 2016 Annual Plan for 

Community Development Block Grant and Public Housing). 

 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

3. Approval of September 30, 2015 minutes. 

4. Adjourn 

  

  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
Bruce Bohlken 

 
 

 
Committee Chairperson 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
Questions regarding this agenda may be directed to Community Development Office, (715) 261-6680  

This notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the media on 10/27/15.    
 

 
  

Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids & 

services.  For information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk, at 407 Grant Street, Wausau WI  54403 or Ph# (715) 261-6620.  
  
Others Distribution:  Media, Alderpersons, Mayor and Department Heads 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE                          
 
 
Time and Place:  The Community Development Citizens Advisory Committee met on 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 at 4:30 pm, Board Room at City Hall 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Bohlken, S. Ackerman, Kellbach, Thao, Olafsson, D. Ackerman, 

Campbell 
     
 
Members Excused:  Reif, Gumness, Freiberg, Bloomquist,  
 
Others Present:   Tammy Stratz, staff 

 
 
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the Daily 
Herald in the proper manner. 
 
(1) Call to Order                                                                                                        
 

Chairman Bruce Bohlken called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm and thanked everyone for attending.  
 
(2) Approval of minutes from February 23, 2015 

 
Motion by Kellbach and second by S. Ackerman to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

(3) Update of 2015 Block Grant Funding.   

 
Stratz indicated that a couple of weeks ago, the City finally received the 2015 Block Grant funds from the 
HUD.  Staff now has until the end of October to get a majority of it expended in order to meet the 
timeliness factor required by HUD.  There is one issue with the sub-recipients that were awarded funding 
and that is with the YWCA.  Their childcare was officially closed down for a couple of months until they 
reorganized.  Their Executive Director is no longer there.  Lepinski indicated that they were hoping to re-
open and be re-certified by mid-November.  If they are no longer able to reopen, those funds will need to 
be reprogrammed.  S. Ackerman asked how long do we wait until we need to reprogram the funds?  
Stratz indicated that we wanted to give them an ample time to get reopened.  Werth suggested that if 
they are not opened by the end of November, we will need to reprogram.  However, we do need to have 
the funds expended by the end of the year.  Staff will reach out to the YWCA for them to come up with a 
plan as to when they will be open and give them a deadline that if they are not open by then, we will be 
reprogramming the funds.  Committee members agreed. 
 
Werth mentioned that there will be additional testing along the Riverfront properties and the Block Grant 
funds that was allocated in 2016 will be used towards that project.  She suggested that committee 
members look at the preliminary plans for the Riverfront for they are exciting.   There is an RFP out for 
development with many interested parties requesting additional information. Those RFPs are due in 
November. 

   
(4) Proposed 2016 Block grant Funding and scheduling of program year. 
 
 Stratz indicated that there has been no news as to what the funding levels will be at for 2016; however, 

with the election year, staff believes it will be in the same neighborhood as what was received this year.  
Werth suggested using $570,000 for the funding amount. 
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Stratz also added that HUD does not want to see a plan until the actual amounts have been revealed. 
Like last year, we will go through the planning process, but then hold off until that actual amount is 
released.  The Committee will then meet again to make any necessary changes before moving onto 
Finance Committee and Common Council before submitting it to HUD.  
 
The Mayor stopped into the meeting to thank the Committee for all their hard work and his appreciation 
for their commitment to this committee.  He knows allocating these funds isn’t the easiest thing to do and 
appreciates all their input. 
 
This item was put on hold to discuss items #5 and #6 before discussing calendars. 
 
Stratz asked the committee members to look at their calendars to set up the dates for the 2016 Program 
Year.  After some discussion, the following was derived:  First Public Hearing on Thursday, November 5, 
2015 at 5:00p.m.; the second Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 11th at 5:00 p.m.; the Working 
Session on Tuesday, December 1st at 5:30 p.m.  Stratz will reach out to the rest of the committee 
members to let them know of the schedule. 
 

 
(5) Discussion and action of Section 17 program income funding for Wausau Rental Rehabilitation 

and Commercial Rehabilitation Loan Programs. 

  
This item was discussed before finishing item #4. 
 
Werth reviewed the Section 17 Program that the City was awarded through the State of Wisconsin back 
in the 1990s to start a Rental Rehabilitation Loan Program for City of Wausau landlords.  After all the 
funds were lent out and the loans repaid, we have been able to recycle these funds over and over again.  
We are requesting to utilize $200,000 of these funds to be used for Commercial Rehabilitation Loan 
Program.  In the past, Block Grant funds were allocated but due do the federal regulations, the cost of the 
projects increased.  The City then allocated $500,000 towards this program.  Since then, this program 
has been so successful that the funds have been committed and expended.  A waiting list had to be 
started for interested projects and they will have to wait until enough loans have been paid back before 
they can receive assistance.  Therefore, we are requesting to use $200,000 of these Section 17 loan 
proceeds to fund this program.  Campbell moved to utilized $200,000 of Section 17 loan funds to be 
utilized towards the Commercial Rehabilitation Loan Program. D. Ackerman seconded.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 

 

(6) Approval of the Anti-Displacement Plan. 
 
Stratz indicated that this is a housekeeping item.  HUD requires that all Block Grant communities have an 
“Anti-Displacement Plan” that outlines how the City will purchase properties and treat the occupants (if 
any) of those properties.  In most cases, any City of Wausau properties that are purchased with the 
assistance of Block Grant funds will be financed through the Blight Elimination program and will be 
vacant, blighted properties.  Therefore, no displacement of residents will occur.  However, if there are 
occupants, relocation and moving benefits will be given to those occupants per State Statutes.  The Plan 
also discusses One-For-One Replacement guidelines.  HUD requires that if any federal funds are utilized  
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to purchase and demolish a residential property, the municipality must replace it with another residential 
unit that will be available to income qualifying occupants.  The municipality can take up to three years to 
create that unit.  S. Ackerman moved to approve the plan as presented.  Thao seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 

(7) Adjourn 

 
 With no other business before the committee, Campbell moved to adjourn the meeting, S. Ackerman 

seconded.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 

                                                             
Bruce Bohlken 
Chairman 
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