
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

Meeting : COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Date/Time: Monday, February 23, 2015 at 4:30 p.m.
Location: Birch Room, 1st Floor, City Hall, 407 Grant Street
Members: Bohlken, Gumness, Freiberg, Thao, Reif, S. Ackerman, D. Ackerman, Olaffson, Campbell, Bloomquist,

Hebert, Kellbach, and Osborn

1 Call to order
2 Approval of minutes of October 27, 2014 meeting
3 2015 Block Grant Program:  Re-allocation of increased funding from U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD)
4 HUD updates regarding future allocations

Adjournment

Bruce Bohlken (Chair)

Questions regarding this agenda may be directed to the Community Development Office, (715)261-6680.

of a meeting of a  City Board, Commission, Department, Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-
Municipal Corporation, or sub-unit thereof.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION (Note:  All agenda items may 

This notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the Wausau Daily Herald newsroom on 2/17/15.  

Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids & services. For 
information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk at (715) 261-6620.

Other Distribution: Media, Alderpersons, Mayor and Department Heads

It is possible that members of, and possibly a quorum of the Council and/or members of other committees of the Common Council of the City of Wausau may be 
in attendance at the above-mentioned meeting to gather inforamtion.  No action will be taken by any such groups.



 

 

 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE                          
 
Time and Place:  The Community Development Citizens Advisory Committee met 

on Monday, October 27, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. in the Board Room at 
City Hall 

 
Members Present:  Chairman Bohlken, S. Ackerman, D. Ackerman, Freiberg, Thao, 

Gumness, Olaffson, Campbell, Kellbach, Bloomquist and Osborn  
 
Members Absent:  Reif 
 
Others Present:  Bill Hebert, Chief Inspector/Zoning Administrator, Ann Werth, 

Tammy Stratz and Travis Lepinski, City of Wausau Community 
Development Staff 

 
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and 
received by the Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
(1) Call to Order                                                                                                        
 

Chairman Bohlken called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and thanked everyone for 
attending.   
 

(2) Approval of October 9, 2014 and October 13, 2014 minutes. 
 

Campbell moved to approve the October 9, 2014 and October 13, 2014 minutes. D. 
Ackerman seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
(2) Development of a proposed statement of objectives and use of funds in 

connection with the City of Wausau Consolidated Plan for the 2015 Community 
Development Department Block Grant Program 

  
Werth thanked everyone for coming and commented that the committee again has 
hard decisions ahead of them.  She explained that there were $705,274 in requests 
and, for planning purposes, a $520,000 budgeted amount. 
 
Werth asked committee members which program/projects they would like to discuss 
first.  Committee members unanimously agreed to fully fund the administration request 
of $104,000.  The committee members then agreed to start with the public services 
portion. 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters was first to be discussed.  Many liked the program since it 
works with low income children.  Many recommended fully funding it.  Consensus was 
to fund it at $5,000. 
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YWCA – Kellbach indicated that Marathon County Board has rated early development 
as a high priority county wide; therefore, she had funded the YW as the highest in the 
public service field.  All agreed this was a highly needed program and funding thoughts 
ranged from $10,000 to fully-funded.  All agreed to start at $16,000. 
 
Start Right Program – Another program that works with the very low income children 
and their families.  Thao indicated that he has seen the success of this program with 
the children that have come through the school system.  Freiberg agreed.  Agreed 
funding was placed at $15,000. 
 
Mayor Jim Tipple entered the meeting at 4:35.  He thanked the committee for all their 
hard work and dedication to this process and to the City of Wausau.  He explained that 
the 2015 City Budget is going to Council in November and, again, was a difficult 
process.  He asked the committee for their support of funding Street Reconstruction 
because it does help a lower income neighborhood with the expenses of rebuilding the 
street and adding curb and gutter.  Economic Development is important to the city 
because it isn’t just job creation, but it is increasing the quality of life for city residents.  
He mentioned the new Curling Club, the Sporting Fields, Tribute Golf Course and the 
Monk Gardens, just to name a few of the newer projects happening – as well as the 
redevelopment of the Riverfront which will bring some exciting things to Wausau. He 
again thanked the committee for their time.  He then exited the meeting. 
 
S. Ackerman asked if we could group the three Salvation Army applications together to 
discuss at the same time.  All agreed.  Discussion was had regarding whether to fund 
one project or cut all down significantly to fund them all.  Most wanted to just fund one 
program since the three application requests alone equaled more than the amount we 
could allocate to the whole public service category.   All three are great programs but 
the committee elected to fund the Transitional Living Center at $15,000.   
 
Wheels To Work – All the committee members agrees that this is a great program at 
getting people back to work or allowing them to keep their jobs.  Several members 
wanted to fund; however, since the program has received funding since 2011, they felt 
they could not fund it this year.  Recommended zero at this time. 
 
Project Step Up - All agreed that this is a great program and assists people to learn to 
be self-sufficient.  Due to different opinions of funding levels, committee members 
agreed to fund at $5,000. 
 
Warming Center – All liked this program.  Since we only funded it last year, members 



 

 

would like to continue to fund it this coming year.  They agreed to $5,000 in funding. 
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With all the public service activities discussed, the total funding equated to $61,000.  
Committee members moved on to the other proposed projects. 
 
Street Reconstruction was discussed first.  Hebert recommended funding this program 
at the full $125,000.  All agreed to that amount.   
 
Neighborhood Revitalization - Werth reviewed the projects this program has funded to 
date – several lighting projects on Prospect Avenue, Gowen Street and Werle Avenue. 
Next spring additional lights along the lower portion of Scott Street will be installed to 
assist the East Towne Neighborhood Association.  The new park adjacent to Athletic 
Park received Block Grant funding through this account.  Longfellow Neighborhood’s 
tot lot is scheduled to be put out to bid next spring and their new park bench on the 
corner of Grand Avenue and Thomas Street has just started to be installed.  This has 
committed the previous years of funding.  Committee members agreed to fund at 
$40,000.   
 
Ramp Up Marathon County – Many liked this program and agreed to fund at $5,000.   
  
Homeowner Rehabilitation Program – All committee members agreed this program 
needs continued funding at proposed $125,000. 
 
Economic Development and Brownfields Accounts – This left $60,000 in funding which 
equates to $30,000 per project.  Committee members asked if that was enough for 
each program.  Several asked about cutting back Street Reconstruction by $5,000 and 
eliminating the Ramp Up Marathon County.   Gumness did reveal that Ramp Up 
Marathon County did just receive $17,000 in funding from the B.A. Ester Greenheck 
Foundation.  Several asked about cutting back on Neighborhoods. Werth indicated that 
funding Economic Development at $35,000 would work, but the expenses of the clean-
up at the Riverfront are so high that funding the Brownfields account a little more would 
help the City.  Stratz indicated that the Neighborhood Account could be decreased a 
little because there is not a definite proposed project at this time and HUD requires us 
to expend funding quicker than it has in the past.  After much discussion the following 
program was derived: 
 
 Administration     $104,000 
 Brownfield Revolving Fund        $  50,000 



 

 

 Economic Development         $  35,000 
 Homeowner Rehabilitation    $125,000 
 Ramp Up Marathon County   $    --0-- 
 Neighborhood Revitalization   $  25,000 
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 Street Reconstruction          $120,000 
 Big Brothers/Big Sisters                $    5,000 
 Start Right Program              $  15,000 
 Project Step Up     $    5,000 
 Salv. Army – After School Program  $    --0-- 
 Salv. Army – Trans. Living Center   $  15,000 
 Salv. Army – Pathway of Hope   $    --0— 
 Warming Center     $    5,000 
 Wheels To Work     $     --0-- 
 YWCA Child Care     $   16,000 
 
   TOTAL    $520,000 
 
 
Bohlken asked Kellbach what his feeling was to get this program passed through 
Finance Committee and City Council.  She is not sure how the Finance Committee will 
feel about these recommendations but will do her best to pass along how hard the 
committee works on developing these.  
 
S. Ackerman moved to approve the 2015 Block Grant Program as proposed.  D. 
Ackerman seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 Werth reminded committee members that the $520,000 is an estimate of what the 2015 
funding will be for the City of Wausau.  If the actual amount of funding is different by 
less than 10%, staff is able to make the necessary changes.  If the amount of funding 
is 10% or more, the committee will need to come back together to reallocate the 
funding.  Stratz indicated that last year the amount of actual funding compared to the 
anticipated funding was less than 10%; however, staff valued the input of this 
committee and brought everyone back together to reallocate funding.  

 
 Werth indicated that this program will go to the next Finance Committee meeting which 

will be the second Tuesday of November.  If any committee member is available, it 
would be in our best interest to attend that meeting to show support of the committee’s 
recommendations.  Werth also reminded committee members that Antonio Riley, our 
Regional Administrator of HUD will be at City Council tomorrow night for a presentation 



 

 

on the 40th Anniversary of Community Development Block Grant funds and to present 
awards to two partners of Block Grant Funding – Wausau Container (the first Economic 
Development loan through Block Grant Funding) and Wausau Fresh Start Program 
(partner in building and rehabilitating single family homes throughout the City).  She 
would like as many committee members that are available to attend the presentation. 
Community Development Citizens Advisory Committee 
October 27, 2014 
Page 5 

 
                                                                              
(4) Adjourn.                                                                                                             
 
 With no other business to come before the committee, S Ackerman moved to adjourn 

the meeting, Thao seconded.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 

                                                              
Bruce Bohlken 
Chairman 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMO 
 
 
TO:  Citizens Advisory Committee members 
 
FROM:  Tammy Stratz, Community Development Manager 
 
RE:  2015 Community Development Block Grant funding allocations 
 
DATE:  February 16, 2015 
 
 
On October 27, 2014,  the Community Development Citizens Advisory Committee met  to allocate  the 
anticipated  funding  for  the  2015  Community Development  Block Grant  program  year.    For  planning 
purposes we anticipated receiving $520,000.  
 
On February 10, 2015 the City of Wausau received notification of the actual 2015 Block Grant funding 
the City will receive.  That amount is $578,155 ‐ $58,155 more than anticipated.  Therefore, we need to 
meet again to allocate these additional funds.   
 
Attached  is a breakdown sheet that shows the amounts requested by the  individual organizations, the 
amounts previously  recommended by  the  committee, and a blank  column  for us  to  fill with our new 
recommendations.  Please take time to think about where you would like to see the additional funding 
amounts go towards.  We will then work together to finalize our recommendations. 
 
Thank  you  for  your  continued  support of  the Community Development Department  and Block Grant 
funding.   I  look forward to finalizing our 2015 budget.   If you have any questions before next Monday, 
please feel free to call me at 715‐261‐6682 or e‐mail me at tammy.stratz@ci.wausau.wi.us. 
 
 



Activity Code Applicant/Agency Requested
Cit. Adv.  

Recommended
Cit. Adv. Final 

Allocation
Council 

Approved

A - 570.206 CD Administration 104,000$           $          104,000       

ED - 570.201 (d) Brownfield Revolving Loan 50,000$            50,000$               

ED - 570.203 (b) Economic Development 50,000$            35,000$               

H - 570.202 Homeowner Rehabilitation 150,000$          125,000$             

H - 570.202 Ramp Up Marathon County 5,500$              -$                       

PF - 570.201 (c) Neighborhood Revitalization 50,000$            25,000$               

PF - 570.201 (c) Street Reconstruction 125,000$          120,000$              

PS - 570.201 (e) Big Brothers Big Sisters 5,000$              5,000$                 

PS - 570.201 (e) Childrens Service - Start Right 27,274$            15,000$               

PS - 570.201 (e) Project Step Up (Cath. Charitities) 10,000$            5,000$                 

PS - 570.201 (e) Sal. Army - After School Program 25,000$            -$                         

PS - 570.201 (e) Sal. Army - Transitional Living Center 30,000$            15,000$               

PS - 570.201 (e) Sal. Army - Pathway of Hope 25,000$            -$                         

PS - 570.201 (e) Warming Center (Cath. Charitites) 10,000$            5,000$                 

PS - 570.201 (e) Wheels To Work 20,000$            -$                       

PS - 570.201 (e) YWCA Child Care 18,500$            16,000$               

Total 705,274$          520,000$           578,155$         520,000$         

Note: Public Service funding cannot exceed 15% of grant amount 86,723$            

P.S. - Public Service Cap 15% Left to Fund -$                       
         Administration Cap 20% PS Left to Fund 86,723$             

Code Definitions:
A Administration/Planning
C Clearance
ED Economic Development
H Housing
PF Public Facility
PS Public Service
SB Slum & Blight

2015 CDBG Program
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