
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Date of Meeting: January 31, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
Members Present: Lindman, Jacobson, Groat. 
 
Also Present:  Wesolowski, Gehin. 
 
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by 
the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  2017 Street Reconstruction Project 
   Washington Street from the railroad tracks to 13th Street 

2nd Street from Bridge Street to East Wausau Avenue and East Wausau Avenue from the 
   railroad tracks to 3rd Street           
 
Lindman explained in accordance with state statutes the Board of Public Works is required to hold a 
public hearing for proposed projects involving special assessments and take testimony from property 
owners who are affected. The testimony is forwarded to the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee which will meet February 9, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. and will approve, disapprove or 
modify the plans or assessments for the project and forward a recommendation to the Common Council. 
It is anticipated the Common Council will take action at the February 28, 2017 meeting.  There were no 
objections to dispense with the reading of the official hearing notice.   
 
Lindman indicated the assessment rate is set at $42 per foot.  The sewer lateral is $500 if replaced.  
Drive approach replacement is estimated at $5.00 per square foot and replacement of defective sidewalk 
is estimated at $6.00 per lineal foot. 
 
Lindman stated staff from the Engineering Department will be available after the public hearing if there 
are specific questions about individual properties or the work to be done under the project. 
 
Wesolowski stated these projects will be a complete reconstruction that will include new sewer and 
water, storm sewer, curb, gutter, pavement, and sewer and water laterals.  There is a $500 assessment for 
replacement of the sanitary sewer lateral within the street.  Residents will have the opportunity to 
receive up to a $1,500 grant from the City to replace the water lateral from the property line to the home.  
The construction work is proposed for the summer of 2017.  Exact time frames are not known at this 
time.  During construction travel is limited for businesses and residents.  The contract is written so that 
the road is kept open for emergency vehicles at all times and residents should have the ability to park in 
front of their house at night when the contractor is not working.  Access will be limited when the curb 
and gutter and drive approaches are poured.  Trees in the boulevard are removed for three reasons.  The 
Park Department recommends removal of unhealthy trees.  Typically if a tree is located with 6’ of a 
sewer or water lateral, the contractor is unable to dig the trench safely and the tree has to be removed.  
Trees are also removed if they have outgrown the boulevard area.  Decorative lighting is proposed on 
2nd Street and on East Wausau Avenue.  On garbage collection days, the contractor is responsible to 
move garbage containers to the end of the street and return them to your property after collection.  The 
watermain on Washington Street will be replaced and will require temporary water service, which 
means there will be temporary water interruptions.  Prior to the project, a letter will be mailed indicating 
the anticipated start date.  This letter will include contact information for the project inspector and 
engineer. 
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Washington Street from the railroad tracks to 13th Street 
 
Lindman asked for persons in attendance who wished to speak regarding special assessments to come to 
the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
Sara Knoeck appeared on behalf of Dennis and Mary Jo Tietge of 930 Washington Street.  She 
questioned parking on the street during the project as parking is restricted on one side of Washington 
Street.  Wesolowski indicated the Police Department is notified and parking is available on side streets.  
Knoeck asked if accommodations would be made for handicap accessibility.  Wesolowski stated we 
would work with the contractor if there is a need. 
 
There were no further comments offered regarding Washington Street and the public hearing was 
closed. 
 
2nd Street from Bridge Street to East Wausau Avenue and East Wausau Avenue from the railroad 
tracks to 3rd Street 
 
Lindman asked for persons in attendance who wished to speak regarding special assessments to come to 
the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
No one came forward to offer comments regarding 2nd Street or East Wausau Avenue and the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  2017 Alley Paving Project 
   Alley bounded by Lincoln Avenue, Humboldt Avenue, 8th Street and 9th Street 
   Alley bounded by Callon Street, Clark Street, 2nd Avenue and 3rd Avenue     
 
Lindman explained in accordance with state statutes the Board of Public Works is required to hold a 
public hearing for proposed projects involving special assessments and take testimony from property 
owners who are affected. The testimony is forwarded to the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee which will meet February 9, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. and will approve, disapprove or 
modify the plans or assessments for the project and forward a recommendation to the Common Council. 
It is anticipated the Common Council will take action at the February 28, 2017 meeting.  There were no 
objections to dispense with the reading of the official hearing notice.   
 
Lindman stated staff from the Engineering Department will be available after the public hearing if there 
are specific questions about individual properties or the work to be done under the project. 
 
Wesolowski indicated the $8 per foot assessment rate is estimated.  The rate will be based upon the 
actual bid amount.  The project will consist of the contractor removing existing asphalt or gravel and 
placing new base course and asphalt.  The property owners are assessed for the cost of the asphalt.  The 
general budget pays for the removal and base course. 
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Alley bounded by Lincoln Avenue, Humboldt Avenue, 8th Street and 9th Street 
 
Lindman asked for persons in attendance who wished to speak regarding special assessments to come to 
the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
No one came forward to offer comments regarding the paving of the alley bounded by Lincoln Avenue, 
Humboldt Avenue, 8th Street and 9th Street and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Alley bounded by Callon Street, Clark Street, 2nd Avenue and 3rd Avenue 
 
Lindman asked for persons in attendance who wished to speak regarding special assessments to come to 
the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
John Fischer of Emmerich and Associates at 453 Grand Avenue wanted to make sure the scope of the 
project is not only repaving as there is a drainage issue that repaving alone will not fix.  He is hoping 
storm sewer accommodations will be made. 
 
Jim Schaefer, 6205 Stettin Drive, is the owner of 205 Callon Street.  This was considered blighted 
property eight to nine years ago.  He questioned if there were any Community Development funds 
available for this alley improvement.  He asked if the abutting property owners would be billed for 
storm sewer improvements.  He added that the Emmerich property slopes into the alley and the alley 
holds a lot of water.  No one uses the alley but there is a water problem.  Lindman replied the property 
owners are only assessed for the asphalt.  Schaefer asked if the water problem would be addressed.  
Lindman explained this would be addressed with the design and storm sewer work is not assessed on 
any project.   
 
There were no further comments offered regarding the paving of the alley bounded by Callon Street, 
Clark Street, 2nd Avenue and 3rd Avenue and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Jacobson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Groat seconded and the motion passed.  
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